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Financials Report Change 

When it comes to our financial information, 
we absolutely believe that we need to be 
as transparent as possible.  So, the 
changes we will be making keep that in 
mind.  The reason for making a change is 
that we have heard some people express 
confusion over what we share.  We want to help adjust 
what and where we share our information to better com-
municate to you.  Additionally, a question about how 
visitors might view the financials in the bulletin was 
raised.  So, we are planning to be more deliberate as to 
where and what we share. 
 

So this will be our new practice.  We will continue to 
share the weekly offering, along with the weekly budget 
in the bulletin.  Then in the Ferry Log we will share a 
year to date report of the contributions to date and ex-
penses to date through the last month we have com-
pleted.  September's Ferry Log will have July's numbers 
as August numbers are not yet in.  This is a change 
from showing the contributions to date against the 
budget to date. Our desire is to better reflect our current 
status instead of always looking to the end of the year.  
If you would ever want to see more numbers please feel 
free to ask a consistory member who would be happy to 
sit and go over them with you. 

Jan 1-July 31 
2018 

Offerings Expenses Balance 

General Fund $190,105.76 $209,622.32   ̶ $19,516.32 

Missions $    7,360.00 $  10,279.19  ̶  $  2,919.19 
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FERRY LOG 

 

People often ask what are you reading?  And then 
they will follow that with what are you reading for 
pleasure?  I used to hate that question, since I would 
never have an answer for them.  I would think I don't 
read for pleasure, I read to gain something, usually 
knowledge.  After all, as a kid I would read the diction-
ary for fun.  Or to learn new words I could use that oth-

ers didn't know or use.  I also tended to pick a biography to read if I 
had a book report, as there was something to learn from them.   

So, reading for pleasure, perhaps I do.  Just not the way people mean 
the question to imply.  But if I gain something from a book, then it is a 
pleasure.  My shelves are littered with books I've never finished, and 
likely will not pick up again.  If I read more than a chapter or two and 
gain nothing, I simply put the book down and look for another one.  
Some books you can clearly see where I left off by the creases in the 
binding.  But if the binding is destroyed and pages are falling out, you 
know it was a pleasure to read.   

So, where am I going with this?  Two things. What was the last book 
you recommended to people to read?  And, do you read the Bible for 
Pleasure?   

Let's address the second one first.  I know for many people they have 
made an attempt or two at reading the Bible from cover to cover, only 
to get stuck somewhere in the middle, and give up and put it on display 
or on the shelf until the next attempt to read it through.  Which they 
fear will end the same way.  And when this is your experience, why 
would you recommend it to others to read?  Or even if you have made 

(continued on page 2) 

Reading for Fun? 

reaching up to God...reaching out to people 
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        Pastor Leighton 

it through you know many may experience this, so you don't go 
around talking about something you just read in Chronicles or Ezekiel. 

Perhaps, a few other things make scripture different than other books 
we read.  It has chapter and verse divisions, when we are used to par-
agraphs and chapters to help us understand the flow of a book.  We 
may also struggle to see it as being one story, and more like a collec-
tion of stories that we aren't sure how they go together.  And finally we 
approach reading scripture as a duty or assignment.  And yes that can 
make all the difference in our power to connect and stay engaged in 
it.   

So, whether you are one who reads your Bible daily or one who has 
never been able to make it through the begots, I want to invite you to 
read along with us each week as we journey through The Story.  We 
simply won't have the time to cover all of a chapter in our reading dur-
ing the service.  So, while we will summarize or read sections, reading 
it ahead will enhance your worship and reading experience.  And I 
think your will find it reads like a book you would read for pleasure, 
and will find yourself reading ahead at times, not wanting to put it 
down.   

And what’s more, I believe that you will feel empowered to talk about 
The Story with others.  Sharing what you read, sharing from the ser-
mons, sharing the video animation, sharing from Sunday School or 
small groups and sharing a copy of The Story.   

So I hope you will jump in and get engaged in a new way as we jour-
ney together in The Story as we seek to Reach up to God and know 
His Story and reach out to people and share Our Story, learn Their 
Story, and help them encounter God's Story. 

(continued from page 1) 
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Calling All Veterans 
 
Veterans Day will fall on a Sun-
day this year and we want to 
do something special to honor 
those who have served.  We 
will be collecting information from the congregation about 
all those who have served.  We will have a small card to 
fill out information about the service members in your 
family, including you.  And ask you to fill out and return it 
with a picture in uniform and a recent photo to Ken Gid-
dis or the church office. 

Live Streaming 
 
As we begin The Story we want to make it accessible to 
as many as we can, even when you may not be able to 
join us in worship.  One way we plan to do so is by live 
streaming the service so that you can watch it live online 
from anywhere.  We know this may end up with some 

hiccups as we begin, but think it will 
be a blessing.  We also hope it can 
be a way for non-Ferry people to 
check out our church service in a 
comfortable way. As we made plans 
to begin this we discussed a con-
cern that broadcasting may impact 

our prayer time, in that some concerns would not want to 
be broadcast.  To still allow for our wonderful time of 
prayer and sharing we will be moving that to the end of 
the service and then ending the live broadcast prior to 
the prayer time.  We trust that this will still be a wonderful 
time of prayer and perhaps may become even more im-
pactful to conclude our worship together in prayer.  
When we have all things ready to broadcast we will pub-
lish the information on how to watch the live feed. 
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(continued from page 9) 

Schedule of Chapters (continued) 

- Story Recap 3 - No SS  

- Story Recap 4 - No SS  
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Fall Kickoff is just around the corner! 

Looking for ways to grow in faith?  Want to learn 

more about God, grow deeper in love with Him and 

serve others?  Here are some opportunities for kids 

and adults! 

Sunday School for all ages begins Sept. 9! This year 

we will be using The Story, God’s Word in chronologi-

cal order (from beginning to end).  Kids and adults 

will be learning more about each week’s Bible story 

used in worship.  Each week, kids will have a take 

home sheet that families can use together-easy 

questions to talk about on the way home, around 

dinner, or optional, more in depth activities through 

the week if you have time.  Grow in faith together as 

a family! 

New small groups are forming!  Get to know some 

folks more than just Sunday morning, and grow in 

deeper in God’s Word. More info coming on the sign 

up table. 

Wednesday night faith formation programs will begin 

in mid-September, meeting each week from 6-7:30. 

We will continue to offer JUMP for grades K-5 

(coordinators Dawn Auch & Renee Cherry), SOS for 6

-8 (Pastor Amy), Sr. High for grades 9-12 (Pastor Nick).  

Pastor Nick is starting something new as part of the sr. 

high program-S.A.S.S. (Secret Acts of Special Ser-

vice), that encourages high school students to live 

(continued on page 4) 
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out their faith by doing something for others. Each 

student can use $5-$20 to do something for others. A 

summer guest has been collecting his pocket 

change for 10 years, and wanted to bless FMRC 

youth with some of that money (about $500), and 

the youth will use that money to bless others! 

(continued from page 3) 

A summer to connect!  This summer we offered inten-

tional opportunities for younger and older genera-

tions to connect, instead of a more traditional VBS 

program. And cookouts at the Seys, and a golf out-

ing! How did it go?  Between all the summer con-

necting opportunities planned for kids (cooking 

class, Preschool Stay and Play, fishing with grandpar-

ents, Pastoral Care Assistant interns), we had 11 

young families participate, and 7 older families/

individuals participate.  Good connections were 

made between the generations, and a great time 

was had by all!  God designed us to live in communi-

ty, to love and be loved, to know and be known; 

and God uses people around us to encourage, 

challenge, and help us know Him better. 

Feeling called to serve?  

If you have a heart for kids, prayerfully consider 

teaching PreK-1st grade Sunday School each week, 

or serving as a Kids Hope mentor (1 hour a week dur-

ing the day).  Working with kids is joyful and reward-

ing, and the investment is eternal! Interested? Talk to 

Pastor Amy or Sue Moulds (Kids Hope). 
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(continued on page 10) 

The Story Schedule of Chapters 2018-2019 
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04  Kevin Schutter 

05  Danika Ramthun 

05  Allison Tate 

09  Jeanne Flanders 

09  Marion Jaunese 

09  Dane Roesler 

11  Willow Hakken 

11  Clara O’Neill 

11  Steve Rudat 

11  Molly Smit 

12  Dennis Roesler 

14  Jeff Cherry 

18  Kathy LeTarte 

18  Mark Levandowski 

19  Susan Morford 

19  Sharon Schutter 

19  Ella Schutter 

19  Steve Weesies 

20  Bern Doornbos 

23  Cayden Ritchie 

24  Jason Jaekel 

24  Dick Parker 

24  Angie Schutter 

25  Diane Levandowski 

27  Ruth Pecott 

27  Isabelle VanZanten 

28  Brandi Seys 

29  Alexis Coron 

30  Sue Steensma 

02  Bob & Barb Paton 

03  Bruce & Shelley Berson 

09  Mark & Stephy Grotenhuis 

10  Allen & Margo Fredenburg 

11  Jeff & Jeanne Near 

11  Leighton & Brandi Seys 

14  Ron & Cathy Aulerich 

17  Steve & Jill Sikkenga 

19  Dean & Karen Lohman 

20  Scott & Angie Schutter 

23  Chris & Laura Ritchie 

26  Jeff & Dawn Auch 

29  Mark & Diane Levandowski 

29  Doug & Carol Brand-Twa 
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September Volunteers! 

 NURSERY  
 02  Kim Springer, Lizzy Cherry 

 09  Amanda Holman, Stephy Grotenhuis 

 16  Rich & Gina Houtteman family 

 23  Matt & Lindsay DeRose family 

 30  Dawn & Isabelle Auch 
  

   SOUND BOARD  
     02  Mark Grotenhuis  

     09  Jeff Cherry 

     16  Jeff Auch 

     23  Brian Normandin 

     30  Mark Grotenhuis 

POWERPOINT  
  02  Casey Lownds 
  09  Lizzy Cherry 

  16  Ryan Springer  

  23  Ann Jeffries 

  30  Casey Lownds 
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  VIDEO  
  02 Griffin Lownds  
  09  — 

  16  Isabelle Auch 

  23  Tony Moulds 

  30  Griffin Lownds 

FELLOWSHIP TIME VOLUNTEERS FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

coffee preparers/servers  cookies/snacks providers 

02  Tony & Sue Moulds     02  Gord & Chris Sikkenga 

09  Mark & Diane Levandowski      09  Brad & Susan Tate 

16  Lynn & Ike Nelson     16  Margaret Amstutz 

23  Dan & Janice Proctor     23  Karen Bolema 

30  Gary & Sharon Ransom    30  Katie Bultema &  

      Donna Rypma 
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Mission of the Month 

 
Muskegon Pregnancy 

Services 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

    

2  
9:30am worship 

3 4  5 

9  
9:30am worship 

(Consistory nomina-
tions begin) 

5:30pm Golf Outing  

10 11  1pm Prayer 
Shawl Group 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Stephen 
Ministry  

12 

16 
9:30am worship 
10:45am classes 
MoM offering 

Base Camp 

17 18  1pm Prayer 
Shawl Group 
10am Bible Study 
7pm Deacons  
7pm Elders 
8pm Consistory 

19  
all events at  

6-7:30 pm:

J.U.M.P.
S.O.S. 

Sr. High

23 
9:30am worship 
10:45am classes 
(last day to submit 
nominations) 

24 25 1pm Prayer 
Shawl Group 
10am Bible Study 

26 

30 
9:30am worship 
10:45am classes 
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

6  
6:15pm Hand Bells 
 7pm Men at  
         Peace 
 

7 8 

13 
6:15pm Hand Bells 

14 15 

all events at  
7:30 pm: 

J.U.M.P. 
S.O.S. 

Sr. High 

20 
6:15pm Hand Bells 

21 22 

27 
6:15pm Hand Bells 
7pm Men at  
         Peace 

28 
Hungarian 
Church visitors 

29 

   


