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Fall Sunday School update 

Last year, the whole church used 
The Story in worship and in Sunday 
School-studying the same story each 
week helped us all learn and grow in 
faith together. This year, children’s 
Sunday School material will be using DWELL curricu-
lum, as in previous years.  DWELL gives our kids a great 
biblical foundation, and is “rooted in a Reformed perspec-
tive. This perspective interprets the Bible first of all as the 
story of God. It approaches each story as part of the over-
arching story of God’s redemption and restoration of our 
fallen world through Jesus Christ. Each session focuses on 
what God has done and is doing today as God’s people 
help to bring in God’s kingdom.” (from Faith Alive’s 
website). 

At the middle school and high school level, they tackle 
deeper issues such as-how does faith begin? what is true 
faith?, signs and seals of grace, justice, stewardship, wor-
ship, and others. 

Weekly Sunday School is a great way to learn about 
God’s Word and about God, as well as form relationships 
with Christian adults! 

Interested in teaching Sunday School?  Open positions are 
team teachers (teach every other week) for PreK-1st, 4th/5th 
and combined middle/high school.  Want to know more? 
Talk to Pastor Amy. 

Sunday School begins September 15. 
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As summer gives way to fall so many things are begin-
ning again: School, Sports, Band, Sunday School, Bi-
ble Study, Youth Group, etc.  Sometimes this means 
doing a little more of what we did last year.  Some-
times this means a whole new stage of life for us, or 
our families.  It can fill us with excitement, anticipation, 
fear, or anxiety just thinking about it.  And perhaps all 
of them at once.  

So, as we enter this year following our journey together through 
The Story, where so many of you engaged others outside of 
Ferry, my hope is to again find a focus that will allow you to 
reach out and invite others to come and experience your faith 
with you.   To that end I want to explore questions that someone 
with no church experience might ask:  Who is Jesus?  Why did 
He die?  Why and how should I read the Bible?  Why and how 
should I pray?  Why and how should I tell others? And several 
more.   

So, as you have just heard those questions, who's name 
popped into mind?  Write it down.  And then spend the next sev-
eral minutes adding more names.  And when you finish reading 
the Ferry Log, come back and see how many more you can add. 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

(continued on page 2) 
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        Pastor Leighton 

Next begin to pray over those names.  Pray for God to help you 
have the courage to invite them to attend worship with you.  Or to 
invite them to watch online with you, even if that means you skip-
ping coming to church to watch it live with them where they are 
most comfortable watching it.  Or that you might invite friends 
and family not in the area to join us online, either live or record-
ed.  Pray that God will open their hearts to receive your invitation 
and that they will be left without excuses.  And when they agree 
to attend or watch online, pray that God will send the Holy Spirit 
to stir in their hearts and minds to bring them to ask questions to 
help them overcome objections and see and experience the faith 
in Jesus you hold so dear. 

The source for these questions in the series comes from the AL-
PHA course.  But I will not cover all the topics in ALPHA.  So, I'm 
not going to call the series APLHA, but rather "The Basics of 
Faith."  I also, will not include scripture passages in promotional 
material, as I don't want that to create a barrier or objection to 
anyone you invite. 

I'll include one passage here for encouragement.  When Jesus 
sent out the 70 disciples he told them this: Luke 
10:2 "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask 
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field.” 

Sometimes I think it feels like the church thinks that the harvest is 
over and there are no more people to invite and share the love of 
God with.  But Jesus didn't think so.  And I think he might be 
worth believing and sharing. 

(continued from page 1) 
 

Greeters at the Doors: 

North Entrance:  Pete & Mimi Kunz 

South & East Entrances: Mark & Stephy Grotenhuis, 
     Elizabeth & Mary 
 

Thanks for being the welcoming smile as we come to  
worship the Lord. 
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 FINANCIAL INFORMATION through 7/31/19 

     ACTUAL      BUDGETED 
offerings - General fund   $190,789.35      $216,136.91 
spending - General fund  $202,132.04      $216,778.57 
offerings - Missions   $  10,699.00      $  10,279.19 
 
A month by month comparison of general offering is below: 
      offering      budget       difference 

January  $23,178.45   $30,876.88      $- 7,698.43 
February    30,714.86     30,876.88       -    162.02 

March     28,145.75     30,876.88       - 2,731.13 
April     25,428.01     30,876.88       - 5,448.87 

May     25,881.54     30,876.88       - 4,995.34 
June     32,470.31     30,876.87      + 1,593.44 

July     24,761.86      30,876.87       - 6,115.01 

We believe a realistic look at the numbers is needed to be able 
to make decisions for the rest of the year. 

As we have been talking with some long time Ferry folks about 
our continuing efforts to better communicate and share infor-
mation in a more clearly understandable way, we have been re-
minded that in the past Ferry has done things, some that may be 
worth doing again. One of those things was to send out a mid-
year giving statement to all who receive year-end statements, so 
that people would be able to see if they were on track with their 
intended year-end contributions. We thought that was a won-
derful suggestion. So, you can look for a year to date statement 
in the weeks ahead. 

The Flourishing Church Grant for our project was not ap-
proved.  In our August meeting the deacons decided that we 
will start fundraising for the Sound Booth Project.  We are open 
to ideas and will be putting something together. The steeple 
project is now on the construction schedule and hoping to be 
done soon.  Steps have been taken to further reduce expenses in 
our general budget, information will be available soon. 

As Deacons it is our responsibility to keep the congregation in-
formed and transparent in our actions.  We hope we are meet-
ing this goal. We are trusting God to guide us and you to help 
us in our mission as deacons.  Thank you from the deacons and 
please feel free to ask any of us if you have questions about our 
processes. 
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time where parents could have small, intentional, easy 
conversations about God-and eat good food at the same 
time?  

Families (parents, grandparents) are incredibly important 
in a child's faith life; for most kids, their parents are the 
primary influence in their faith life. The church is im-
portant, too.  Parents aren't meant to raise kids alone, God 
gives us other people to help us-our church family, among 
others! As a church we want to continue to support and 
empower parents as they raise their kids to know Jesus.   

What about SOS and Sr. High? 
Middle school and high school kids will eat a meal with 
everyone, then go to the youth room (unless they choose 
to stay for the project). 

I’d love to help! How do I sign up? 
Talk to the Bowlings.  We need help with meals, projects, 
setup and cleanup, and friendly faces to welcome new 
people! You can help with a single evening, or every 
month. 

What dates and times? 
September 18, 6-7 pm 
October  2, 6-7 pm 
November 6, 6-7 pm 
December 4, 6-7 pm 

What about S.O.S. and Sr. High? 
They will eat dinner with everyone at 6 pm, then go to the 
youth room for activities and games, unless they choose to 
stay for the family project.  S.O.S. and Sr. High will go 
until 7:30pm. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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Vision 2020 Update 

Last month there was an insert in the Ferry Log from the 
denomination laying out what the next steps in it Vision 
2020 teams efforts to bring a recommendation on a future 
path for the RCA.  It shared how they had conducted dis-
cussion groups at General Synod in June and is now mak-
ing those available for congregations to hold their own dis-
cussion groups and share learnings back to the team. 

While this may be a valuable step for the denomination to 
gather information, Consistory has reservations as to how 
participation in discussion groups would be beneficial to 
Ferry, and at this time is not intending to participate in 
them.  We do plan to stay informed and up to date as 
things move forward and encourage people to connect with 
an elder or pastor regarding any opinions and concerns 
you wish to share. 

Mental Health Update 

We had a wonderful series on mental health and saw 
some of the best conversations taking place after worship 
each week.  So, what's next?  Well, we are working to 
strengthen ministries that already overlap the area of 
mental health, Men at Peace, which has a new voucher 
available, and Stephen Ministers, which is seeking a co-
leader.  Additionally we have had the suggestion to begin 
some kind of support group.  We think this is a great step 
to take and want to do it well.  But we also want to gauge 
how much support there is for a group and what level of 
participation people would give to it.  We will be holding a 
meeting on September 24 at 7pm for those who are inter-
ested in starting and attending a mental health group.  
There will be a sign up in Fellowship Hall to show inter-
est, so we can keep you informed even if you are unable 
to attend.  
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Memorial Garden Bricks 
 

If you would like to place a brick in the memorial garden, 

please pick up a form from the sign-up table in Fellowship 

Hall and bring or mail the completed form 

to the office.  Cost of imprinting:  $30.  

Questions?  Ask Gloria Rademaker  

(office@ferrychurch.org) 

If we have missed 
your birthday or anniversary,  

please call Gloria in the church office  
(894-9415) or email:  

grademaker@ferrychurch.org  
and provide the missing information.   

   We would like to “recognize” your special date! 

Golf Outing and Fellowship 

Sunday afternoon, September 15, we are planning 

our last golf event.  Potluck event to follow the golf 

for all to join us.  More details will be in the bulletin 

announcements.  

Consistory Members Selection 

Ferry Communicant Members: Time to consider whether or 
not you are willing and available to serve as Elder or Dea-
con. We will begin the process of nominations on Septem-
ber 8. Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you to 
serve at this time.   
If you need to withdraw your name from consideration, 
please contact Gloria Rademaker   office@ferrychurch.org 
894-9415, or put a note in her mailbox. 
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Fall―A new season of growing in faith! 

We look forward to kicking off our fall youth and family 
programs in September-and new season of growing in 
faith! 

While most of our faith formation programs will be simi-
lar to last year (SOS, Sr. High, Sunday School and Chil-
dren’s Church), we are excited to launch a new family 
program one Wednesday evening a month. 

We want to a) give families time together to eat b) a 
fun project to work on together c) a short Bible lesson, 
idea about God or faith to talk about during dinner-an 
intentional conversation that builds confidence in par-
ents in their ability to talk about God and their own 
faith with their kids.  And to listen to other people 
around the table, too! 

Elementary aged families are specifically invited, but eve-
ryone at church is invited-we need older folk too.  We 
will have a meal and a project for kids to make with the 
adults (birdhouses, assemble a "take home" meal for your 
family and one to give away, derby cars, etc.). 

What about J.U.M.P.? 
Leaders Renée Cherry and Dawn Auch have done an out-
standing job with J.U.M.P. for many years. They both de-
cided to step down this year, so we are trying something 
new for families. 

Why are we changing Wed. nights for elementary kids? 
Our church teaches kids (through Sunday School, chil-
dren's church, worship etc.) about God and God's Word, 
which is important and necessary. What if we also had a 

(Continued on page 10) 
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SOUND BOARD  
01  Mark Grotenhuis 

08  Jeff Cherry 

15  Josh Fredenburg 

22  Brian Normandin 

29  Mark Grotenhuis 

POWERPOINT  
  01  Casey Lownds 

  08  Lizzy Cherry 

  15  Ryan Springer 

  22  Ann Jeffries 

  29  Casey Lownds 
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  VIDEO  
  01  Griffin Lownds 

  08  Emma Weesies 

  15  Isabelle Auch 

  22  Tony Moulds 

  29  Griffin Lownds 

NURSERY  
01  Rich & Gina Houtteman, Isabelle Auch 

08  Kevin & Lynn Ramthun 

15  Julie Knoester, Joyce Brownell 

22  Kim Springer, Margaret Amstutz 

29  Misty Jaekel, Janice Proctor  

coffee preparers/servers  cookies/snacks providers 

01  Jeff & Dawn Auch   01  Margaret Amstutz 

08  Dan & Janice Proctor    08  Katie Bultema &  

      Donna Rypma 

15  Rich & Marilyn Breuker  15  Renée Cherry &  

      Chris DeRose  

22  Roger & Joan Grasman   22  Bonnie Gouine & 

      Phyllis Zatzke 

29  Tony & Sue Moulds   29  Michelle Hamann &  

      Alan & Amy Weesies 
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01  Emmerson Hedrick 

04  Kevin Schutter 

05  Danika Ramthun 

05  Allison Tate 

09  Jeanne Flanders 

09  Marion Jaunese 

09  Dane Roesler 

11  Clara O’Neill 

11  Steve Rudat 

11  Molly Smit 

12  Dennis Roesler 

14  Jeff Cherry 

15  John Vincent 

18  Kathy LeTarte 

18  Mark Levandowski 

19  Sue Morford 

19  Sharon Schutter 

19  Ella Schutter 

19  Steve Weesies 

20  Bern Doornbos 

23  Cayden Ritchie 

24  Jason Jaekel 

24  Dick Parker 

24  Angie Schutter 

25  Diane Levandowski 

27  Ruth Pecott 

28  Brandi Seys 

30  Sue Steensma 

02  Bob & Barb Paton 

03  Bruce & Shelley Berson 

09  Mark & Stephy Grotenhuis 

10  Allen & Margo Fredenburg 

11  Jeff & Jeanne Near 

11  Leighton & Brandi Seys 

14  Ron & Cathy Aulerich 

17  Steve & Jill Sikkenga 

19  Dean & Karen Lohman 

20  Scott & Angie Schutter 

23  Scott & Lyndsey Near 

23  Chris & Laura Ritchie 

26  Jeff & Dawn Auch 

29  Mark & Diane Levandowski 

29  Doug & Carol Brand-Twa 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

1 9:30 am Worship 
(outdoor) 
10:30 am Fellowship 
Time 

2 3 
1 pm Prayer Shawl 
Group 

4 

8 9:30 am Worship 
with communion 
10:30 am Fellowship 
Time 

9 10 10 am Bible 
Study begins 
1 pm Prayer Shawl 
Group 
6:30 pm Stephen Min-
istry 

11 

15 9:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
Time 
10:45 am Sunday 
school classes begin 
Golf Outing 

16 17 10 am Bible Study 
1 pm Prayer Shawl 
Group 
7 pm Deacons 
7 pm Elders 
8 pm full Consistory 

18  

6-7:30 pm: 
S.O.S. 
Sr. High Youth
6-7 pm Family Dinner 
and Project 

22 9:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
Time 
10:45 am classes 

23 24 10 am Bible Study 
1 pm Prayer Shawl 
Group 
7 pm Mental Health 
Group meeting 

25  

6-7:30 pm: 
S.O.S. 
Sr. High Youth

29 9:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
Time 
10:45 am classes 

30   

Mission of the Month


Audio Scriptures
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

5 6:15 pm Hand Bell 
Choir 

7 pm  Men at Peace  

6 7 

12 6:15 pm Hand Bell 
Choir 

13 14 

7:30 pm: 

Sr. High Youth 
7 pm Family Dinner 

and Project 

19 

7 pm Historical Society 
meeting 

7 pm Men at Peace 

20 21 

7:30 pm: 

Sr. High Youth 

26 6:15 pm Hand Bell 
Choir 

27 28 

   

Mission of the Month 

 

Audio Scriptures 

“Pray Muskegon” 
 the 22nd of each month.  
Covering the County with prayer! 


