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  ACTUAL OFFERINGS BUDGETED 

GENERAL FUND     

Jan 1 – Aug 31      $191,718.22 $238,483.83 

MISSIONS     

Jan 1 – Aug 31      $  14,250.62 $    9,633.34 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 01/01 – 08/31/2020 

Rev. Leighton Seys, senior pastor 

Rev. Amy deGroot Bowling, family and youth pastor 

Rev. Nick Bowling, family and youth pastor 

Gloria Rademaker, editor / deadline for next issue - October 19 

Saturday, November 7, 5 pm 

              or  

Sunday, November 8, 5 pm 

Meals celebrating the Bowlings' ministry 

at FMRC ! 

You are invited to celebrate the Bowlings' minis-

try!  Please join us Nov. 7 or Nov. 8 at 5 pm for a 

light meal and short program. We will be in-

doors, and are having 2 gatherings (identical 

program) to decrease the number of people in 

attendance.  The Bowlings would love to see 

you there—you won't want to miss 17 years of 

FMRC's youth ministry photos!  
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FERRY LOG 

 

I was reflecting recently on Jesus' three years of 
ministry and teaching.  More than that the inter-
action and growth of the disciples over that 
time.  How often Jesus teaches and the disci-
ples have to ask him what he meant.  How often 
they think or say something, only to have Jesus 
correct them.  How in the moments where he 

fulfills his purpose for coming, that they resort to hiding.  

If we stop right here at this point of the story we would 
never think that the disciples will amount to any-
thing.  They seem unreliable, selfish, even cowardly.  It 
appears that the 3 year investment Jesus made may have 
been a complete waste of time.  They seem no better as 
followers, let alone leaders, than when Jesus called them.  

But that isn't how we view them at all.  We see them as 
bold.  We see them as faithful.  We see them as fruitfully 
bringing people into the kingdom of God.  So, what part of 
the story is the key to how we see them?  Was it the 3 
years of learning?  Was it the 40 days of fear and hid-
ing?  Was it the Coming of the Holy Spirit? 

If we were to pick one thing we would certainly default to 
the Holy Spirit.  After all it's what gave them the power and 
boldness, isn't it?  But before we just accept that and 
move on, there is something else we should consider.  It 
was only the followers of Jesus who received the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost. It's only those who are gathered and 
hiding that receive the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit doesn't 
just come randomly.  The Holy Spirit came to those who 
were followers of Jesus, who were waiting, who were up to 
this point nothing special at all. 

(continued on page 2) 
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        Pastor Leighton 

Don't miss that.  It was only those who had followed Je-
sus and learned from him.  It was only those who strug-
gled and hid when things got tough.  It was only those 
who obediently waited.  

So, the learning was essential to who they became.  Be-
cause when they preached, they shared who Jesus was 
and what he had taught them about God's love.  The 40 
days of fear and hiding was essential, because it gath-
ered them together.  Not that fear is what we should 
strive for, but it caused them to be in unity and to rely on 
God alone.  And it's not until these two things are brought 
to completion that the Holy Spirit is made visible and 
known to the world in his fullness. 

So, as followers of Jesus, the disciples were growing the 
whole 3 years.  There just weren't a lot of highlights to 
point to.  They were growing in the 40 days. Even if it 
looks like they were down and out.  And when the Holy 
Spirit came, it was just the beginning of them becoming 
everything they had been called to become.  

So, if we look at our current world we might ask, how 
have you been growing as a follower of Jesus the past 3 
years.  Are we like the disciples with not much to 
show?  How about in the current crisis?  Where are we 
growing?  What is God doing in us?  And as we look 
ahead, what kind of things might God be preparing for us 
to do to grow and to grow the kingdom of God?  

So in this time and place we find ourselves, let us contin-
ue to reach up to God in a more intentional and deliber-
ate way, so that when the time arrives we may reach out 
to people in grand and magnificent ways to bring them 
the love of God and welcome them into God's kingdom.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Older folks know these things are challenging, but these 
things will pass.  Older folks know that God is here with 

us, walking with us and helping us in hard things.  Older 
folks are living witnesses to Heidelberg Catechism Q & A 

#1-that our only comfort in life and in death is that we be-
long to our faithful savior, Jesus Christ. 

So, older generation, we are grateful for you and we 
need you! Listen well, pray for our younger people, and 

be living witnesses to God’s goodness.  Be bringers of 
God’s hope. 

 

Pastor Amy 

 

 

Youth Group (SOS and Sr. High combined) is meet-

ing every Wednesday from 6-7:30 pm!  This fall we are 
talking about the Reformed worldview (Creation, Fall, Re-

demption).  What is God’s plan for our world and for our 
lives?  Come to find out!  Snack and games and lesson; 

bring your mask. 

 

Sunday School 

What is the plan for the fall?  The Bowlings are working 
on a plan for faith formation, perhaps at home, or per-

haps in-person.  They are working with the young fami-
lies to come up with a plan that works for them.  Or, per-

haps, take a break from Sunday School for the fall.  All 
are possibilities. Stay tuned! 

(Continued from page 3) 
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19  Sue Moulds 

20  Doris Hartman 

20  Mike Joyce 

22  Brayden Berson 

22  Ross Cudney 

28  Ben Bowling 

28  Gloria Rademaker 

28  Morgan Weesies 

30  Amy Weesies 

03  Phil Brower 

06  Hannah Moulds 

08  Carissa McGahan 

08  Dave Rypma 

13  Donna Rypma 

16  Cheryl Lohman 

19  Jake Fredenburg 

19  Brieann Hamann 

19  Dean Lohman 

06  John & Sandy Pickett 

11  Dave & Chris DeRose 

14  Phil & Mary Brower 

15  Gary & Diane Hedrick 

19  Mike & Sharon Barnhardt 

23  Ryan & Lindsey Weesies 

31  Gary & Sharon Ransom 

Journey of Joy 
is cancelled for this year. We plan to resume 

this program in 2021. 
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&  Family  
 

“Never will I leave you, never will I forsake you”, says the 

Lord. So, we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper, 
what can people do to me?” (Romans 13:5,6) 

Though things around us change, God remains the same.  
God will never forsake his people. God will never leave 

his people.  That means that God will never leave us. 

When we feel joyful, or sorrowful, God is with us.  In both 

good and hard times, God is with us. 

You, the “grandparent” generation are messengers of this 

truth. 

Four years ago, Nick and I intentionally recruited several 

“grandparents” into the youth programs.  They were able 

to speak with conviction to God’s goodness.  They 
brought wisdom, kind humor, and a “long view” of life.  

These grandparents had lived through President Kenne-
dy’s assassination, the Vietnam War, loss of family mem-

bers, a devastating tornado and yet are able to say “God 
is in control, and God is with us”. Kids need that mes-

sage. 

We need older, experienced voices (you!) to speak hope 

to our children and young families and to remind us of 
God’s faithfulness. Our high school students weren’t even 

born when 9/11 happened.  Our kids have short memo-

ries, because, well, they haven’t lived very long.  When 
school is hard, when kids are picked on at school and 

online (24/7), when college graduates can’t find jobs and 
move in with mom and dad, the world seems bleak and 

hopeless.  Memories are short, and when these challeng-
ing things happen, it seems overwhelming. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

    

4 9:30 am Worship 

YAY GOD! Sun-
day 

5 6 

10 am Bible Study 

7 

6—7:30 pm
SOS & Sr. High

11 

9:30 am Worship 
Ballots due 

12 

7 pm Fresh Hope 

13 

10 am Bible Study 

14 

6—7:30 pm
SOS & Sr. High

18 

9:30 am Worship 

19 20 

10 am Bible Study 
 
CONSISTORY 

21 

6—7:30 pm
SOS & Sr. High

25 

9:30 am Worship 

26 27 

10 am Bible Study 

28 

6—7:30 pm
SOS & Sr. High
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Mission of the Month 

 
Thanksgiving Food Baskets 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1   

9:30 am Women’s 
Bible Study 
7 pm Men at Peace  

2 3 

7:30 pm 
SOS & Sr. High 

8 

9:30 am Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

9 10 

7:30 pm 
SOS & Sr. High 

15 

9:30 am Women’s 
Bible Study 
7 pm Men at Peace  

16 17 

7:30 pm 
SOS & Sr. High 

22 

9:30 am Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

23 24 

7:30 pm 
SOS & Sr. High 

29 

9:30 am Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

30 31 


