Financials Report Change
When it comes to our financial information,
we absolutely believe that we need to be
as transparent as possible. We continue to
share the weekly offering, along with the
weekly budget in the bulletin. Then in the
Ferry Log we share a year-to-date report
of the contributions to date and expenses to date
through the last month we have completed. This is a
change from showing the contributions to date against
the budget to date. Our desire is to better reflect our
current status instead of always looking to the end of
the year. If you would ever want to see more numbers
please feel free to ask a consistory member who would
be happy to sit and go over them with you.
Jan1– Aug 31
2018

Offerings

Expenditures Income-Outgo

General Fund $ 221,017

$ 234,979

̶ $ 13,962

Missions

$

̶ $ 5,601

$

7,750

13,351

Children and Communion Workshop
Saturday, October 6, 9:30-11 am.
Does your child believe in Jesus as their Savior,
and are they interested in taking communion?
The elders welcome children to take communion after they
complete this workshop. Parents are encouraged to
attend. We have a small Passover meal (the Passover
points to Christ's death and resurrection), practice communion etiquette, and talk about what happens in Communion. Sign up in Fellowship Hall or talk to the Bowlings.
Rev. Leighton Seys, senior pastor
Rev. Amy de Groot Bowling, family and youth pastor
Rev. Nick Bowling, family and youth pastor
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Digging Deeper
One of the things that I notice more and
more is that people form opinions from
headlines instead of from reading the whole
story. Perhaps it isn't our fault. After all that is
what headlines intend to do, to grab the
reader’s attention. But with so many headlines all the time we have little time to go further into the story.
What if that has also happened for God's word. Do we
get caught up in the sensational headline of a man swallowed by a great fish and miss the details of God's mercy
and grace to those in Nineveh? Do we fall into the trap
of the crowds that followed Jesus and just want the sensational miracles and miss the compassion of the savior?
So, as we journey through the story I hope you take the
time to dig deeper into the people of God and the character of God in each lower story and see how God is
working the upper story towards the fullness of his steadfast loving kindnesses from the garden to the new garden.
A love that loves all people. A love that loves the unlovable. A love that can raise the dead to life. A love that is
patiently waiting for all who will come to know and love
Jesus to confess and follow him.
What a great God we serve and what a great story we
have to share.

Pastor Leighton

Gloria Rademaker, editor / deadline for next issue - October 22
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reaching up to God...reaching out to people

Because You Asked….

(Continued from page 4)

Several people have commented about my weight loss and
asked what my plan is. Well, I just want to start with a
recommendation to check with your doctor prior to trying
any of the things I mention.
I was doing some reading on fasting as I had been thinking
about including some teaching on fasting in a sermon. I
came across what is called intermittent fasting. It was
studied in the 50's and found to have health benefits. But
it didn't really get wide spread press. It has been recently
become a new trendy weight loss plan.
Here is all you need to know about it. You, simply limit
the hours a day that you eat to just eight hours. Which
mean that the rest of the 16 hours you eat nothing. You
can drink, water, coffee or tea, but with no sweetener of
any kind, real or artificial. You can choose what 8 hours
you wish to eat in. I eat from noon to 8pm. You could do
8am to 4pm. Whatever works for you. You also only
need to do this 3 or 4 times a week. I choose to do it most
days. I find it easier to keep to it instead of going, oh yeah
today I wasn't supposed to eat until later. And if I skip a
day because of unforeseen invitation, I don't stress that it
will throw off my schedule.
I haven't cut out any food. but I have tried to increase my
fruits intake and lower my carbs and fried foods. But
those are to try and have better balanced meals, not for
weight loss. I also try to work out an hour Mon-Fri. I
mostly walk and bike.
I did go off the fasting for my vacation and gained 2
pounds, but have already lost that. I have had people ask
me how much I have lost, but I really don't want to discourage anyone trying to lose weight by comparing numbers. I will say that I am back around what has been my
typical low weight for the past 25 years. So, I expect the
(Continued on page 3)
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As an intergenerational church, we have the wealth of
“experienced” parents who walked through these stages with
their own kids, and are able to share their experience.
Maturing faith-weaves together the experiences of previous
stages (both dependence and independence) into interdependence. A person has a personal relationship with God, sees value
in belonging and walking with others in their Christian journey,
but is secure enough to break from the group if needed.
How does FMRC encourage those with maturing faith?
FMRC offers many opportunities to belong, to walk alongside
each other-small groups, knitting group, Sunday School, and
Bible studies. God often uses people around us to grow our
faith. And, those with a maturing faith often look for ways to
care for and encourage others, including younger believers.
FMRC is strengthened when those with maturing faith intentionally share and invest in the lives of those with affiliative and
searching faith. God uses us to help others grow in faith and
maturity! So get to know a young person’s name and ask how
they are. Pray for a young person (and then tell them!). Encourage parents-share your experiences with them. We are all in
this Christian life together!

Calling All Veterans
Veterans Day will fall on a Sunday this year and we want to
do something special to honor
those who have served. We
will be collecting information from the congregation about
all those who have served. We will have a small card to
fill out information about the service members in your
family, including you. And ask you to fill out and return it
with a picture in uniform and a recent photo to Ken Giddis or the church office.
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(Continued from page 2)

(continued from page 9)

Schedule of Chapters (continued)

rest to be more difficult to lose. Over all I'm about half
way to my goal.
I had mentioned that I had stumbled upon this when looking into biblical fasting. While this is not biblical fasting
in the sense of it being a daylight hours fasting, the discipline to follow it does apply. I also plan to begin adding in
some biblical fasts along with this in the future. Perhaps
start with one day a week fast and then do longer ones for
lent.
Again I'm only sharing this because people are asking me.
I'm not advocating this for anyone to do. Thanks again for
those who keep encouraging me. I appreciate your support.

Pastor Leighton

- Story Recap 3 - No SS
- Story Recap 4 - No SS
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Women’s Retreat October 12-14
Grace Adventures $129 to stay at camp, $99 commuter
Gather with Christian women from FMRC and other
churches for a great weekend at Grace Adventures!
Speaker Shannon Popkin blends humor and storytelling
with a passion for God’s Word. She has written Control
Girl: Lessons on Surrendering Your Burden of Control
from Seven Women in the Bible. Spend the weekend relaxing in God’s creation and growing in God’s Word!
In the free time, there are many things to do-pontoon
boat rides, horseback riding, prayer room, crafts, zip line,
canoeing, target sports, hiking.
Sign up at Grace Adventures. Easiest way is to go
through Ferry’s website, to “special events” page, and
there is a link to the sign up page at Grace Adventures.
Questions? Ask Pastor Amy.
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Stages of Faith
As a church, we seek to help parents
raise their kids in the faith. Theologian John Westerhoff III offers a simple framework to help us
understand a child’s faith journey to adulthood.
Affiliative faith-the faith of a child is based on the faith they
see in parents and other adults. This is a normal and developmentally appropriate stage of faith. Kids learn by imitating
adults! At home, kids “play house” or “school” imitating what
they see around them. The same is true of faith in Christ at this
first stage. They learn by watching and participating in the life
of the church. They learn how to worship and pray by watching
those around them, and doing the same.

The Story Schedule of Chapters 2018-2019

How does FMRC encourage those with affiliative faith?
When they are small, children need to feel safe, loved and nurtured. They experience God at this tender age through the love
and care of a church family (you!), a safe nursery space, an engaging and welcoming children’s church, and by participating
in worship. And of course, through cookies and juice after worship and the warmth they sense in fellowship time-God’s house
(church) is a good place to be.
Searching faith-often found as children reach adolescence, and
can take years. This stage, too, is normal and developmentally
appropriate, though it can be rough on parents and grandparents! In this stage, a person begins to question the values and
lessons he or she was previously taught. Is what I have been
told by my parents and church family really true? How do I
know? People in this stage are wrestling with “owning” their
faith, moving away from a dependence on others’ faith. This
stage includes questioning, experimentation, and testing.
How does FMRC encourage those with searching faith? In
our middle school and high school programs, kids are encouraged to ask questions. Questions and doubts are a normal part
of being a Christian! Church is a GREAT place to ask questions, and students are surrounded by caring adults who don’t
give trite answers, but are interested in really listening…and
then sharing out of their own faith experience.

(continued on page 10)

(Continued on page 11)
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October Volunteers!

NURSERY

Jeff Hawkins
Phil Brower
Hannah Moulds
Carissa McGahan
Dave Rypma
Donna Rypma
Jake Fredenburg
Brieann Hamann
Dean Lohman

09
11
14
15
19
23
31

19
20
22
27
28
28
28
28
30

Sue Moulds
Mike Joyce
Brayden Berson
Deb Markel
Ben Bowling
Joanne Heck
Gloria Rademaker
Morgan Weesies
Amy Weesies

Steve & Deb Markel
Dave & Chris DeRose
Phil & Mary Brower
Gary & Diane Hedrick
Mike & Sharon Barnhardt
Ryan & Lindsey Weesies
Gary & Sharon Ransom

If we have missed
your birthday or anniversary,
please call Gloria in the church office
(894-9415) or email:
grademaker@ferrychurch.org
and provide the missing information.
We would like to “recognize” your special date!

GREETERS AT THE DOORS
North entrance: Ron & Cathy Aulerich
South & East entrances: Dan & Lorna Elve
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07
14
21
28

Audio Visual Teams

01
03
06
08
08
13
19
19
19

Amanda Holman, Stephy Grotenhuis
Ike Nelson, Joyce Brownell, Braylyn Bultema
Rich & Gina Houtteman family
Kevin & Lynn Ramthun family
SOUND BOARD

VIDEO

07 Jeff Cherry
14 Jeff Auch
21 Brian Normandin
28 Mark Grotenhuis

07 —
14 Isabelle Auch
21 Tony Moulds
28 Griffin Lownds

POWERPOINT

07
14
21
28

Lizzy Cherry
Ryan Springer
Ann Jeffries
Casey Lownds

Children’s Church

07
14
21
28

Ann Beishuizen, Joyce Brownell
Renée & Jeff Cherry family
Kevin & Lynn Ramthun family
Lindsay DeRose and Rachel Houtteman

FELLOWSHIP TIME VOLUNTEERS FOR OCTOBER
coffee preparers/servers
07 Jeff & Dawn Auch

cookies/snacks providers
07 Renée Cherry &
Chris DeRose
14 Lois Brinks &
14 Bonnie Gouine &
Carol Brand-Twa
Phyllis Zatzke
21 Mark & Diane Levandowski 21 church & cake
28 Rich & Marilyn Breuker
28 Dave & Beth Pickard
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Mission of the Month


Food & More

Sunday

Monday
1

7 9:30 am Worship

8

with Communion
10:45 am classes

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

2 10 am Bible Study

3 6—7:30
7:30 pm:

4

1 pm Prayer Shawl
Group

JUMP, SOS,
Sr. High
Mid-week
week study

10 am Women’s
Study
6:15 pm Bells

9 10 am Bible Study

10 6—7:30
—7:30 pm:

11

1 pm Prayer Shawl
JUMP, SOS,
Group
Sr. High
6:30 pm Stephen Minis- Mid-week
week study
try Supervision

10 am Women’s
Study
6:15 pm Bells

14 9:30 am Worship 15

16 10 am Bible Study

17 6—7:30
—7:30 pm:

18

10:30 am Congregational Meeting
10:45 am classes

1 pm Prayer Shawl
Group
7 pm Deacons & Elders
8 pm full Consistory

JUMP, SOS,
Sr. High
Mid-week
week study

10 am Women’s
Study
6:15 pm Bells
7 pm Men at Peace

23 10 am Bible Study

24 6—7:30
—7:30 pm:

25

1 pm Prayer Shawl
Group

JUMP, SOS,
Sr. High
Mid-week
week study

10 am Women’s
Study
6:15 pm Bells

28 9:30 am Worship 29

30 10 am Bible Study

31

with Communion
10:45 am classes

1 pm Prayer Shawl
Group

No Youth events

World Communion
Sunday

21 9:30 am Worship

22

10:45 am classes
7pm After the
Summit

Friday
5

6
9:30am Children
& Communion

12

13

19

20

26

27

Reformation Sunday
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Saturday
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Looking
ahead: Daylight saving
time ends
November 4

