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Journey of Joy 
is cancelled for this year. We plan to resume 

this program in 2021. 

experience in serving the marginalized on summer mis-
sion trips. 

You are a church that loves Jesus, values its chil-
dren, and has wholeheartedly embraced intergenerational 
ministry. Keep up the great work!  Nick and I will miss 
serving with you, and wish for you all God’s blessings! 

(Continued from page 7) 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR KIDS will not launch this fall.  Many 

parents are not ready to resume in-person, but the “one 
room schoolhouse” Sunday School plan is ready to go 

when parents feel comfortable gathering! Plans and curric-

ulum are in the church office. 

 

 

 

Thanks to Lindsay DeRose for temporarily leading SOS 
and Sr. High on Wednesday nights! Lindsay will begin in 
January (she has some prior commitments). 

Ferry Log - 1 

FERRY LOG 

 

Perhaps this year, more than any year recently, 
should give us great pause to truly see how 
blessed we really are.  We have the best medical 
facilities and doctors the world has ever 
known.  We have the most advanced technology in 
the palm of our hands to stay connected to peo-
ple.  We have a caring community that has 

stepped up to meet every need we see: Rx delivery and grocery 
delivery, food pantry donations keeping pace with growing need 
to name a few.  

It may be tempting to focus on the things we are miss-
ing.  Those things that are canceled or postponed.  Whenever I 
start to feel like my world is coming apart, I like to be reminded 
of Job.  He gets one messenger after another reporting all the 
ruin that has just happened to him. And here is how he re-
sponds. 

 “
At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his 

head. Then he fell to the ground in worship and said:  Na-
ked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will de-
part.

 
The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may 

the name of the Lord be praised.” - Job 1:20-21 

Job's life goes from great to awful to can it get any worse in a 
matter of moments.  Job has an eternal perspective on the 
source of all things as God.  And Job doesn't just worship and 
follow God for the things he has, but rather because of who God 
is. Perhaps we need a little eternal perspective to help us 
through the time at hand.  Nothing that has happened took God 
by surprise.  Nothing we have, would we have without God.  

We don't know what tomorrow will bring.  We may face a more 
difficult time than today.  But God's got the whole world in his 

(continued on page 2) 
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        Pastor Leighton 

hands.  And nothing can separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus.  So, what are you praising God for this Thanks-
giving?  Who are you sharing them with?       

(Continued from page 1) 

Communion—November 29 

We are excited to share that we will be having communion the 
first Sunday in Advent, Nov 29.  We want to let you know what it will 
look like before you arrive.  Part of this process is so that those par-
ticipating at home are included throughout and also to do our best 
to help social distance and reduce contact surfaces. We will plan to 
do preparation for Communion on Nov 22. 

When you enter the church for worship, there will be the commun-
ion elements on the table along with the bulletins.  You'll be invited 
to take a cup and bread, on a napkin, to your pew, where the juice 
can be placed in the cup holder.  If you need assistance bringing it 
to your seat, an elder will bring them to you.  We also ask that you 
dispose of your cup and napkin when you leave. 

Consistory Election 

At this time we were not able to fill the full slate of elders and dea-
cons for next year.  This is something that happens from time to 
time.  Our bylaws state that the number serving as elder and dea-
con shall be determined by consistory.  We will be discussing how 
we would like to proceed at the next meeting.  Here are some of the 
options we could choose.  Some of which FMRC has done in the 
past. 

We could leave the spot open for a year and then elect someone to 
fill out the remainder of the 2 year term along with the other two 
who would serve 3 year terms.  We could leave it open for now and 
at some point during the next year hold a special election to fill the 
spot.  We could ask one of the outgoing elders to remain on for an-
other year and then fill the 2 yr spot as listed above at the next elec-
tion. There may also be other options we have not done or dis-
cussed that might be worth consideration.  

While this is a challenge, we also know that God is in control and 
that He will see us through as He has when we have faced this in 
the past.   
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people are doing to alleviate poverty.  What they can do, 
at age 10! And you give coins (and cash) generously!  
Our kids raise about $800 each year. Because of you, 
families have cows & goats, clean water, access to doc-
tors on the Amazon River, refugees have food packs, 
kids learn with school supplies and sprint with soccer 
balls. 

Dodgeball and Ethics-we love it!  About 10 years ago, 
a group of college kids who had graduated out of our 
youth programs wanted to return and play dodgeball.  
Nick, Steve Markel and I would meet with them, talk 
about Christian ethics, and play dodgeball into the late 
night (this was before we had kids!).  It has been a joy to 
see several of these “kids” grow into adults and return to 
Ferry, some with their own young children. 

Mission trips-what a joy!  Leaving home for a week, 
travelling out of a comfort zone and routine opens us up 
to new people, new experiences and a new way of see-
ing God. Kids and adults have been stretched in encoun-
tering homelessness, urban and rural poverty, and those 
on the margins with physical or developmental limita-
tions.  Our kids have worked side by side with those who 
see brokenness in the world, and also see God at work 
redeeming and restoring the world. Churches and crea-
tive non-profit organizations feed homeless with a “street 
party” of hamburgers and hot dogs; split and deliver 
wood for the rural poor to have warm winters; pack care 
boxes for cancer patients; shuck, cook and freeze fresh 
corn for inner city kids in Washington, D.C.; spruce up a 
crisis pregnancy center; roof and clean a home for a 
fixed income elderly couple; install a goat fence at a 
PTSD rehabilitation center; pick squash and peppers, 
weed community gardens that feed people in “food de-
serts”.  On service trips, our kids encounter God at work, 
and passionate people who serve God in meeting differ-
ent needs in our world. One of our students just graduat-
ed with a Masters in Social work in part because of her 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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17  Lyn Rypma 

18  Karen Bolema 

22  Pastor Leighton Seys 

23  Harlan Rypma 

24  Carol Brand-Twa 

25  Quinn Weesies 

26  Sue Joyce 

27  Allen Fredenburg 

29  Jeff Auch 

29  Lynn Ramthun 

02  Abriana Ramthun 

06  Amanda Johnson 

06  Dave Pickard 

08  Daxton Roesler 

11  Isaac Jaekel 

11  Tony Moulds 

12  Terry Pecott 

16  Brian Normandin 

16  Bill Vanden Heuvel 

16  Larry VanderPlaats 

01  Dave & Beth Pickard 

03  Ron & Ann Grinwis 

29  Nick & Katie Bultema 

29  Bill & Deb Schutter Jellema 

29  Bob & Sue Steensma 

   Why not 
    send a 
       card? 

In this time of social distancing, 

we can still stay in touch!  
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&  Family  
 

The joys of serving as a pastor at FMRC! 

Here are a few highlights from over the years― 

By far, your openness to intergenerational ministry has 
been my (Amy) greatest joy. You encourage youth who 
participate alongside adults in worship, serve in nursery, 
do PowerPoint, help with coffee, assemble Food Baskets, 
and act in Journey of Joy. By embracing these kids, you 
help form big and small relationships and help them feel 
they belong to God’s church (and to God).  You encour-
age parents with joyfully noisy children in worship (some 
of you made “activity bags” for kids!).  At the Aca Habba 
dinner, older and younger parents ate and chatted togeth-
er about life, careers and parenting. 

FMRC scientists joyfully said “yes” to being on a Faith 
and Science panel for youth group, married folks told their 
stories in a Dating and Marriage panel, and a some of you 
told stories of God’s faithfulness in a Faith Stories night.  
Kids crave honest, authentic Christian adults. In sharing 
your stories, they see God at work in your lives and begin 
to think how God might be at work in their lives.  Ferry 
kids have grown up to be biologists, accountants, teach-
ers, medical techs, engineers, construction workers, ther-
apists, spouses and parents.  Through the years, God 
has used you to plant and water seeds of faith in them. 

3
rd

 Grade Bibles-I love it! Ferry kids look forward to 
this rite of passage.  In giving Bibles, their church family 
communicates to our young believers that we value them, 
and want to encourage and equip them in their faith. 

Hunger Banks-I love it! Often this is the first time our 
children learn about brothers and sisters in poverty who 
live around the world, and what they can do to help. It is a 
great conversation about how God calls us to care for oth-
ers, especially those on the margins, and also what God’s 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

1 9:30 am Worship 

10:30 am Congrega-
tional meeting 
 

Daylight Saving 
Time ends 

2 3 

10 am Bible Study 
1 pm Prayer Shawl 
Group 

4 6-7:30 pm SOS 

& Sr. High

8 9:30 am Worship 

 
5 pm Bowlings Fare-
well Gathering 

  

9 7 pm Fresh 

Hope 
10 

10 am Bible Study 
1 pm Prayer Shawl 
Group 

11 6-7:30 pm SOS 

& Sr. High

15 9:30 am Worship 

Bowlings’ last day 
16 17 

10 am Bible Study 
1 pm Prayer Shawl 
Group 

Consistory 

18  

22 9:30 am Worship 23 24 

10 am Bible Study 
1 pm Prayer Shawl 
Group 

25  

29 9:30 am Worship 

Communion 
 

1st Sunday  
of  Advent 

30   
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Mission of the Month 

 
Muskegon Pregnancy Services 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

7:30 pm SOS 

& Sr. High 
5 9:30 am Wom-

en’s Bible Study 
6 7 5 pm Bowlings 

Farewell Gather-
ing 

-7:30 pm SOS 

& Sr. High 
12  9:30 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study 

13 14  Stuffing mix 

prep. 

 19 20 Thanksgiving 

Baskets 
21 Thanksgiving 

Baskets 

 26  
9:30 am service 
 

27 28 

   


