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Financials Report Change 
When it comes to our financial information, 
we believe that we need to be as transpar-
ent as possible. We continue to share the 
weekly offering, along with the weekly 
budget in the bulletin.  Then in the Ferry 
Log we share a year-to-date report of the 
contributions to date and expenses to date through the 
last month we have completed.  Our desire is to better 
reflect our current status.  If you have questions regard-
ing finances, please feel free to ask a consistory mem-
ber. 

Jan1– Sept 
30 

 2018 
Offerings Expenditures Income-Outgo 

General Fund $  249,910.78 $ 267,354.65   ̶ $ 6,668.16 

Missions $     10,470 $   15,018.75   ̶ $ 4,548.75 

The Story for Christmas 
We have done several orders of the Story and most of 
you have one and many have bought one for someone 
else.  Well, if you are thinking about a Christmas gift 
for someone, these are great.  So, we will have one 

last order on Nov 18.  We will do this last order and 
hope to have all the books before Christmas.  They 
can also make a great secret Santa gift.  Sign up today 
and pay when they come in.  If you still owe for an-
other copy, just wait till we have this order and pay 

then, or turn the money in to the office. 
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If you aren't aware of it, stores have had Christ-
mas decorations up for over a month now.  
They are hoping to help you get into the spirit 
of the season.  The shopping and spending sea-
son. They used to wait for Thanksgiving to put 
the rush to spend on, now they aren't even wait-

ing for Reformation Day (Halloween).   

(And, yes while it is ironic to note that elsewhere in this 
ferry Log is an article inviting you to purchase Christmas 
gifts, I hope that doesn't detract from the rest of it.) 

Rushing to the next thing rarely leads to moments of great 
joy.  Most often Joy is found in the moment; the moment 
of appreciation, the moment of reflection, the moment of 
sharing, the moment of sacrifice, or the moment of giving 
thanks and praise. 

If you don't know by now you will soon see that I hold 
Thanksgiving second only to Maundy Thursday in the cel-
ebrations we partake in as Christians.  Maybe I just like 
holidays on a Thursday for some reason?  In all serious-
ness, I see no greater days than the day we were given the 
Lord’s Supper and the day we give God thanks for every-
thing else.  Now, before you argue about its origin or it 
being too secular, with gluttony and football the real focus 
of the day, let me remind you that one of the psalmists fa-
vorite themes is Giving Thanks to the Lord. 

 Psalm 106:1 Praise the LORD. Give thanks to the 
LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever. 

(continued on page 2) 
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 Psalm 9:1 I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my 
heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. 

 Psalm 107:8-9 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his 
unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind,  for 
he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good 
things. 

 Psalm 95:2-3 Let us come before him with thanksgiving 
and extol him with music and song.  For the LORD is 
the great God, the great King above all gods. 

 Psalm 7:17 I will give thanks to the LORD because of 
his righteousness; I will sing the praises of the name of 
the LORD Most High. 

 Psalm 100:4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his 
courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his 
name. 

So, what praise will you give God and declare to those 
around you this November?  Praise him for life and being 
and time with those you love.  Praise him for house and 
clothes and freedom to worship him every Sunday.  Praise 
him for work and play and vacations that allow us to slow 
down and enjoy creation a little more.  Praise him for love 
and grace and mercy that he extends to us and that we ex-
tend to others.  Praise him for all of creation.  Praise him for 
the seasons.  Praise him for our senses, that allow us to see, 
hear, smell, touch and taste that he is good.  Praise him for 
his word given to us in the Bible and for the word made 
flesh in Jesus.  Let everything that has breath praise and 
thank our God for all his works and never neglect to pause 
and see and acknowledge that he is our God, the great God 
who made us all. 

For those on Social media, perhaps maybe you might con-
sider helping to do this as a daily post for the first 22 days 
of November and help it trend and create a wave of Joyful 
Praise and Thanksgiving to be a blessing to those too busy 
to see that God is so good. (#Doxology)  If not on social 

(continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Ways to love your grandkids: 
Send them a handwritten note or card 
Send them a care package 
Call them on their birthday 
Give them a children’s or teen study Bible 
Give them a hug 
Send an “I love you” text 
Take them out for ice cream (and listen more than you 
talk!) 
Pray for them-and tell them you prayed for them. 
 

Wednesday night youth programs update ~ 

J.U.M.P. (K-5th) kids are memorizing Bible verses, prais-
ing God through songs, and exploring God’s Word in prac-
tical ways. Who is Jesus and what does a follower of Jesus 
look like? How do we fight temptation? How does God 
work in our everyday lives?  J.U.M.P. kids also do service 
project crafts each week. 

S.O.S. (6th-8th) continues to have a mix of FMRC and 
neighborhood kids; they are studying the basics of Christi-
anity-who is God the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit? 
What is sin and why do I need a Savior? 

Sr. High (9th-12th) is focusing on bigger issues of life and 
faith (such as fear and what do we do with it), and the 
worldview of God’s creation, people’s sin, and God’s re-
demption. They also are living out faith through SASS 
(Secret Acts of Special Service) 

NO Wednesday night youth programs November 21. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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(continued from page 9) 

Schedule of Chapters (continued) 

Gift of Hope 

Do you struggle to find gifts for people because they really 
don't need anything?  If you are we will be doing some-
thing to help you give a gift that can make a real change in 
someone’s life, a Gift of Hope.  The RCA has had this cata-
log for many years, but they are doing a pilot program to 
help churches promote and participate together in giving.   

So, Ferry will be participating in it.  We will pass out the 
catalogs and put up a banner to track our giving.  This is 
not a mission of the month, but another way to help you 
think about giving this Holiday Season.  We will share 
more details once we receive our supplies.  If you are not 
sure how this would work.  You select a gift to purchase 
that is sent to another country to those in need.  You re-
ceive a card or sometimes Christmas ornament to give to a 
person here in the US.  You send them the card and let 
them know that a gift has been given in their name of what-
ever you select to someone in need.  It is a great way to be 
a blessing to those in need and put the true spirit of giving 
back into gift exchanges.   

Stay tuned for further info to come… 
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Elsie Kuizema, Jeanne Rypma’s mother, wrote  
several poems that were published in “The Banner” 
over the years.  Thank you to Jeanne for sharing 
with us.   

        Pastor Leighton 

media, maybe just intentionally ask people this November 
what they are thankful for, and see what kind of conversa-
tions we can start to help bring our God Praise and thanks 
for all he has done.  

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost 

(Continued from page 2) 

                                       Autumn             by Elsie Kuizema 

They come with quickened pace, those melancholy days, 

When summer breathes its last, a season’s task complete; 

Its golden hours but memory, warm and still, 

Now hastily cast aside by autumn’s running feet. 

And yet entwined within its somber moods, 

I find soft clusters of rare golden threads, 

Aflame with color, beauty unsurpassed: 

The vine and fruit tree yield a lavish store, 

The acres, lush with harvest, bend their heads. 

Between the lofty pine and deep green columned firs, 

I gaze, with awe, upon a sea of ruddy fire, 

Then in the quiet, folded hills above the town 

There gathers quick a soft-lit dusk, to sire 

One lonely star, the herald of the night. 

And while the wind takes up its sorrow in the trees,  

My lonely heart seeks peace in heaven’s light. 
 

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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Power of Grandparents 

Ah, the joy of being a grandparent! 
To watch a little one grow and take 
first steps, to read to them, spoil them, feed them cookies 
(and then send them home!) is a great joy for grandparents. 

Grandparents are important in a child’s life, even if your 
grandkids don’t live nearby. 

Grandparents have a unique voice in a grandchild’s life; 
they have the gift of a broader perspective on life. Grand-
parents know that life has ups and downs, but they also 
know that the troubles that loom so large in a teen’s life 
are indeed, troubling, but that God is with us through good 
and bad, and these troubles will not last forever. 

The love of a grandparent is important! A few years back, 
The Wall Street Journal ran an article titled, “Grandparent 
Power: Bonds with Seniors Help Stabilize Teens”.  Ac-
cording to a study published in the American Journal of 
Orthopsychiatry, teenagers who have a close bond with a 
grandparent are less likely to have behavioral or emotional 
problems. 

Grandparents have power to encourage a grandchild’s 
faith, or subvert it.  Whether or not your own adult child is 
actively pursuing a relationship with Christ-and raising 
your grandchildren to do the same, you have a voice and 
influence in their lives.  Use it wisely! Pray for your grand-
child, love your grandchild, listen to them, let them know 
about your own relationship with God and how your faith 
helps you through struggles.  Tell them stories about your 
own life, and include God in those stories, in a natural 
way.  Don’t be pushy, be respectful of your adult children, 
but if something is important to you, talk about it with 
your grandkids.  That is part of your job, to pass down im-
portant values and wisdom to the next generation-and this 
includes faith! 

(Continued on page 11) 
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(continued on page 10) 

The Story Schedule of Chapters 2018-2019 

- Story Recap 3 - No SS  

- Story Recap 4 - No SS  
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If we have missed 
your birthday or anniversary,  

please call Gloria in the church office  
(894-9415) or email:  

grademaker@ferrychurch.org  
and provide the missing information.   

   We would like to “recognize” your special date! 

02  Abriana Ramthun 

04  Mike Hawkins 

06  Amanda Johnson 

06  Dave Pickard 

08  Daxton Roesler 

11  Isaac Jaekel 

11  Tony Moulds 

12  Laura Jeffries 

12  Terry Pecott 

16  Bill Vanden Heuvel 

16  Larry VanderPlaats 

17  Lyn Rypma 

18  Karen Bolema 

20  Graywolf Hakken 

20  Art Sadony 

22  Pastor Leighton Seys 

23  Harlan Rypma 

24  Carol Brand-Twa 

25  Quinn Weesies 

26  Sue Joyce 

27  Allen Fredenburg 

29  Jeff Auch 

29  Lynn Ramthun 

01  Dave & Beth Pickard 

03  Ron & Ann Grinwis 

29  Nick & Katie Bultema 

29  Bill & Deb Schutter Jellema 

29  Bob & Sue Steensma 
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November Volunteers! 

 NURSERY  
 04  Matt & Lindsay DeRose family 

 11  Margaret Amstutz and Abriana Ramthun 

 18  Jeff & Renée Cherry family 

 25  Jason & Misty Jaekel 
  

   SOUND BOARD  
     04 Jeff Cherry  

     11  Jeff Auch 

     18  Brian Normandin 

     25  Mark Grotenhuis      

POWERPOINT  
  04  Lizzy Cherry 
  11  Casey Lownds  

  18  Ann Jeffries  

  25  Casey Lownds 
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  04 — 
  11  Griffin Lownds 

  18  Tony Moulds 

  25  Griffin Lownds  

Children’s Church 
04  Pastor Amy & Abriana Ramthun 

11  Amanda Holman & Allison Tate  

18  Rachelle & Amanda Johnson 

25  NO children’s church—Thanksgiving break 

FELLOWSHIP TIME VOLUNTEERS FOR NOVEMBER 
 

coffee preparers/servers  cookies/snacks providers 

04  Rich & Marilyn Breuker   04  Lynn Ramthun &  

      Rachel Weesies 

11  Dan & Janice Proctor    11  Gord & Chris Sikkenga 

18  Gary & Sharon Ransom   18  Brad & Susan Tate 

25  Jeff & Dawn Auch    25  Margaret Amstutz 
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Mission of the Month 

 
RESOURCINGNow 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
    

4 9:30 am worship  

10:30 am Congrega-
tional Meeting 
10:45 am classes 

5 6 10 am Bible Study 

1 pm Prayer Shawls 

7 6-7:30 pm

events: 
JUMP  
SOS 
Sr. High 

11 9:30 am worship  

10:45 am classes 
12 13 10 am Bible 

Study 
1 pm Prayer Shawls 
6:30 pm Stephen 
Ministry 

14 6-7:30 pm

events: 
JUMP  
SOS 
Sr. High 

18 9:30 am worship  

10:45 am classes 
19 20 10 am Bible 

Study 
1 pm Prayer Shawls 
 

Consistory 

21 
No programs

25 9:30 am worship  

10:45 am classes 
26 27  

10 am Bible Study 
1 pm Prayer Shawls 

28 6-7:30 pm

events: 
JUMP  
SOS 
Sr. High 
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 10 am Women’s 

group  
6:30 pm Bell Choir 
7 pm Men at Peace 

2 3 

7:30 pm- all 

 

 

8 10 am Women’s 

group  
6:30 pm Bell Choir 
 

9 10 
Fellowship Hall 

 reserved 

7:30 pm- all 

 

 

15 10 am Women’s 

group  
6:30 pm Bell Choir 
7 pm Men at Peace 

16 
Set-up for Thanksgiv-
ing Baskets 

17 pack & deliver 

begins at 9 am 

No programs 

22 9:30 am service 
 

 
 
 
Pray Muskegon 

23  24 

7:30 pm- all 

 

 

29 10 am Women’s 

group  
6:30 pm Bell Choir 
 

30 December 1 
 


