STEPHEN MINISTRY: A Ministry of Friendship

At first , Stephen Ministry seems serious, dealing with tough
times in life, but from my experience, there is this to say: my
Stephen Minister and | really enjoyed our times together.

Granted we tended to my spouting off first, but after that,
fun. Here is how we spent some of our weekly meeting
times—being mobile. We took road trips to fabric stores in
Spring Lake and Holland, ate lunch at the Parsley Pig in
Grand Haven, and at Whitehall’s Pekadill’s.

And one of the times that was most memorable to me we
drove to the courthouse in Hart due to a speeding violation
of mine. Earlier, my husband would have supported me in
there.

Such selflessness on her part affirmed me during those
months when | felt so helpless, missing his strength to lean
on, watching the increasing difficulty he had even attempting
to speak and trying to turn his hospital bed—bound body
(near 200- pounds even disease-ridden) enough to delay
the onset of the inevitable oozing bed sores. | needed
something to balance the horror of seeing his face distorted
in flashlight, at 4 a.m. when he rang for his painkilling medi-
cation. . .

Years later when | see her wear the t-shirt | gave her lauding
the benefits of coffee, | am reminded of the respite she
made possible, the wonderful times of fellowship we expe-
rienced both at kitchen table talks and on the road, enjoying
each other and coffee drinking.

She was a regular entry in my nightly gratitude journal. |
credit her as the example that motivated me to become a
Stephen Minister myself.

by Joyce

Rev. Leighton Seys, senior pastor

Rev. Amy deGroot Bowling, family and youth pastor

Rev. Nick Bowling, family and youth pastor

Gloria Rademaker, editor / deadline for next issue - November 18
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(continued on page 2)

reaching up to God...reaching out to people
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November Volunteers!

SOUND BOARD

w 03 Jef f
% 10 Josh
ﬁ 17 Bri an
= 24 Ma r k
2
= POWERPOINT [ ]| vioeo I
03 Owen si08s Emma Wee:
'.g 10 Ryan%id@erlsabelle
S5 17 Ann Jef frilgs Tony Mou
< 24 Casey Lowrdls Griffin
URSERY
3 Renée Cherry & Ct
0 Nick & Katie Buf
7 Randy & Cari ssa
4 Amanda Hol man, Se¢
enberry

HILDREN & CHURCH

3 Ann Bei shu !
0O Rachel Wee i
~ ;

4

Deb Schutt 4 Jel | ema
Kristi Vi ncent

NOVEMBER FELLOWSHIP TIME VOLUNTEERS

coffee prepaqecsékeewkssacks

03 Jeff & Dé ®3AuBhad & Sus

10 Loi s k 4 0& Margaret £

NFRPFRPROIO ONNEFLEFELO|IZ

ﬂyn BaeulkeBul t

Donna Rypma
& Joa&d GRasdwmanCher
Chris DeRos

24 Roger
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02
06
06
08
11
11
12
16
16
16

‘povember,

BIFTHDaYS

Abri ana RamI hulnyn Rypma
Amanda Johh&onKaren Bol
Dave Pigkaza Pastor Le
Daxtonl es33 erHar |l an Ry
| s aac, 4 kz4 Car-bwa Br a
Tony, } d35 Qui nn Wee
Terr 026 Sue Joyce
Brian Normahdi Al |l en Fre
Bill Vandeh9 Hellewfefl Auch
Larry Vandz9 Pllayynrrs Ramt

NU\IE BER

ANNIVERSARIES

01 Dave & Beth Picka
03 Ron & Ann Grinwi s
29 Nick & Katie Bul't
29 Bi | | & Deb Schutt
29 Bob & Sue Steensm
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Sunda$/M ayYyridaySaturday
1 2
Mi ssion of the Month 9: 30 am GChil
E Communi on wo
Muskegon Pregnancy Ser shop
Turn cl oclks
1 hour
3 4 5 6 710 am ®&o8nen 9
9: 30 am Worship |10 am Bi béep®@tDi nn®&if b&e Study
wi thmmuni on 1 pm PrayfeamiShy pri6f 46t pm Hand Bell
10: 30 am|Congre-|Group Choir
gati onal meeting 6-7: 30 pm S0P mM& Men | at Peace
10: 45 am|cl asses Sr. H
10 11 12 13 140 am ®&dmen 16
9: 30 am WorpsnniMe ntObalam Bi bé®e: 3@ pm BODI & Study
10: 45 am Heaalstshe sPlr apyme rPr ay/8r . SH 7 pm Women at
meeting |Group Ri sk event
6: 30 pm Stephe
Mi nistry
19 20 210 am &/@rAen 239 afnpm
10 am Bi bl6#: BTG pm BOPI & Study pack and |del
1 pm Pray®r. SH 6: 15 pm lcaeatdg Bel | fThh@acdhksgi vii ng
Group Choir Baskets ket s
7 pm Men|at Peace|/(lunch prjiovi
deadiine Consistjory Pray Muskegon
24 25 26 27 29 30
9: 30 am Worship |10 am Bi bl e St
10: 30 am|7/Copsm esmk|l pm Prayer Sh
fittings |Hopleaunc/®roup
10: 45 am|cl asses|6: 30 pm Stephe
Ministry
30 am




