STEPHEN MINISTRY: A Ministry of Friendship
At first , Stephen Ministry seems serious, dealing with tough
times in life, but from my experience, there is this to say: my
Stephen Minister and I really enjoyed our times together.
Granted we tended to my spouting off first, but after that,
fun. Here is how we spent some of our weekly meeting
times—being mobile. We took road trips to fabric stores in
Spring Lake and Holland, ate lunch at the Parsley Pig in
Grand Haven, and at Whitehall’s Pekadill’s.
And one of the times that was most memorable to me we
drove to the courthouse in Hart due to a speeding violation
of mine. Earlier, my husband would have supported me in
there.
Such selflessness on her part affirmed me during those
months when I felt so helpless, missing his strength to lean
on, watching the increasing difficulty he had even attempting
to speak and trying to turn his hospital bed–bound body
(near 200- pounds even disease-ridden) enough to delay
the onset of the inevitable oozing bed sores.
I needed
something to balance the horror of seeing his face distorted
in flashlight, at 4 a.m. when he rang for his painkilling medication. . .
Years later when I see her wear the t-shirt I gave her lauding
the benefits of coffee, I am reminded of the respite she
made possible, the wonderful times of fellowship we experienced both at kitchen table talks and on the road, enjoying
each other and coffee drinking.
She was a regular entry in my nightly gratitude journal. I
credit her as the example that motivated me to become a
Stephen Minister myself.
by Joyce Brownell
Rev. Leighton Seys, senior pastor
Rev. Amy deGroot Bowling, family and youth pastor
Rev. Nick Bowling, family and youth pastor
Gloria Rademaker, editor / deadline for next issue - November 18
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It's All in How You Look at It
You probably heard me mention in the past how
much I hate the phrase "you deserve" or "I deserve." It's right up there with "as long as you're happy." But I'm not sure if I've expressed in a full way
my reason for my aversion to hearing people say
this. But I think it is harmful when we let it creep into our thinking.
I know before I dive into this idea, some will say, "what people
mean when they say that is, "you've earned", or "I've
earned." And I'm gonna have to say, I don't really think they
do. Often, it seems to me, that the "deserving" party is so because of effort, not results, or because of some quality of being
a "nice" person. Which thus, does not mean they have earned
anything.
So, what could be so bad about this phrasing? How does it become harmful? I am convinced that thinking you deserve
things lead people to feel entitled. And when we feel entitled,
we see any mistake people make as an assault on us as a person. It further keeps us from being grateful and thankful about
our current condition.
Perhaps it just began as a marketing word used to help people
find a way to justify buying something they don't need, or that
really isn't good for them. But it has become a way of thinking
for many people.
Thirty years ago, if you went out to eat and something was
wrong with the meal, you would get an apology and then the
problem would be fixed by correcting what was wrong. Fifteen
years ago, that same mistake would have been corrected and
(continued on page 2)
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reaching up to God...reaching out to people

(continued from page 1)

you might be offered a free dessert to help make up for having
made a mistake.

Deacons’ Report

Today, if a mistake is made, the person often demands that their
meal be free. They deserve a free meal since something was not
right. After all they didn't make the mistake. Someone else
did. So they deserve to be compensated for their "hardship."

FINANCIAL INFORMATION through 9/30/19
ACTUAL
BUDGETED
offerings - General fund
$249,261.44
$277,891.90
spending - General fund
$256,216.37
$278,716.90
offerings - Missions fund
$ 13,245.59
$ 15,018.78

When we buy into deserving anything, we fail to see
God's blessing in what we have. We rather elevate ourselves, or
others, as the key factor in what we have. And we dwell on
what we don't have yet. The thing we deserve. The thing we
are entitled to. The thing we will get through our own deservedness.
So, what should we do instead? Focus on the blessings God has
already given us. Do you have a warm bed and a roof over your
head? Then be thankful for that, rather than dwell on not having
A/C all summer long. Do you have food in the house? Then be
grateful that you never go hungry, rather than dwell on not having a steak to eat in 6 months. Do you have a winter coat? Then
give praise for not worrying how you will stay warm in the coming snow, rather than dwell on how it's not in style or a designer
label.
Want to change the thinking of people around you to focus on
blessings? Prayer is a great way. Every time you pray together,
list things you are thankful for having. Every time you pray for
a meal share how grateful you are for what you have. My niece
and nephew always said this prayer before meals. "For food, and
clothes, and toys, and such, we thank you, Lord, so very much."

For a kid that pretty much covers everything they have. And I
think we need to have that same mindset as adults. List out all
we have and thank God daily. Don't just wait until November to
be thankful, for one day. Thank God everyday, since everyday
he pours out his blessings.
Be Thankful. Be Grateful. Praise God. And let others
know how truly blessed you are.

Pastor Leighton
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Month by month comparison of general offerings to budget:
actual
budget
difference
January
$ 23,178.45 $ 30,876.88 $ -7,698.43
February
30,714.86
30,876.88
- 162.02
March
28,145.75
30,876.88
-2,731.13
April
25,428.01
30,876.88
-5,448.87
May
25,881.54
30,876.88
-4,995.34
June
32,470.31
30,876.87
+1,593.44
July
24,761.86
30,876.87
-6,115.01
August
22,504.50
30,876.87
-8,372.37
September
36,105.97
30,876.87
+5,229.10
Good news, budget preparation is in the works. We had our first
meeting on October 29 and have made good progress in reaching
the end of our process. We want to remind everyone there are
some items in the budget that have no wiggle room. Salaries,
Classis Assessments, and Insurance are set outside of our control.
We are trying to be more fiscally aware of changes in our economy, inflation and other factors.
Now is a good time to offer your ideas for this year’s budget as
we will be finalizing it by 11/15/2019. We have had some input
from previous deacons and are considering how to address repairs
and maintenance in a more proactive format.
We are awaiting the steeple installation invoice to get an accurate
figure to finalize the insurance claim. As of October 30, 2019 it
has not been received.
As Deacons it is our responsibility to be transparent in our actions, and to keep the congregation informed. We hope we are
meeting this goal. We are trusting God to guide us and you to
help us in our mission as deacons. Thank you from the deacons
and please feel free to ask any of us if you have questions about
our processes.
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(Continued from page 9)

Being an example of Christian faith and character. Faith
is both “caught” and taught. Hearing a person share a story
of God’s faithfulness or an answer to prayer during share
and prayer time reinforces what we (young and old) are
taught about God through his Word. Being surrounded by
Christian adults who are kind (not critical), honest, and loving models what a life of loving Christ looks like.
Giving strong support of God’s family in fellowship,
prayer and service. “Strong support” of God’s family begins with relationships, small and large. Start small! If you
sit in the same spot in worship, get to know the people who
sit around you and try to greet them by name each week.
Find out one thing about them, or something you have in
common. Or is there a way you could serve them? One
church member noticed a family sitting near her with young
kids who were “busy”. Glad these littles were in church, and
wanting to support families, she compiled several Activity
Bags (now on the welcome cart) with Color Wonder paper
and markers (only shows up on Color Wonder paper).
Prayer-pray for the people you sit near! Pray for the young
families you see, for the children up front during Children’s
Story. Pray for the teenagers you notice doing PowerPoint
and their parents, and for the dedicated teenagers you see attending worship without their parents. Pray for college students and their parents.
Get to know a young family or a young adult! These young
people are longing for authentic Christian community, and
you are a part of that! Start small-get to know names, and
the names of kids. Pray for them. Invite them to serve with
you at Thanksgiving Food Baskets, or if you connect with
them, out to coffee (or McDonald’s or a kid friendly venue).
God uses other people to help us all grow in faith.
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Mission 2020 to Celebrate God’s Work through
Global Mission

RCA Global Mission is celebrating the past—how it has
transformed the world during the last 377 years—and is
imagining God’s future for global mission. The three-day
conference, called Mission 2020, is a celebration that
RCA Global Mission wants everyone to attend.
JP Sundararajan, director of RCA Global Mission, calls
Mission 2020 a “festival to God’s goodness.” He says the
event will be “a time for us here in the RCA to really celebrate the good God has done because of the work of
RCA Global Mission.”
Mission 2020 will be held January 16–18, 2020, at the
Rosen Centre in Orlando, Florida. Attendees will have
the opportunity to worship with other believers, learn
from current missionaries and partners, and dive more
deeply into a specific ministry area of RCA Global Mission with a choice of workshop. Additionally, attendees
will hear from artist Joel Schoon-Tanis, known for his
colorful, whimsical murals and art experiences that invite
groups of people into his creative process. Grammy
award-winning band Jars of Clay will perform at the
event.
In addition to learning at the event, attendees can take
what they have learned and implement it at home. RCA
Global Mission staff plans to equip attendees with a collection of tools and resources they can use that will prepare them to partner in mission.
To register, learn what the workshops are, and find out
more, visit mission2020.rca.org. Scholarships are available for the next generation of mission leaders; apply at
mission2020.rca.org/apply-for-scholarship/.
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Our Mental Health Support Group
to launch November 25.
Fresh Hope for Mental Health® is an international network of
Christian peer-to-peer mental health support groups whose mission is to empower those with mental health challenges, along
with their loved ones, to live full and rich lives in spite of having a mental health diagnosis. Fresh Hope groups approach
mental health recovery from a hope and faith-filled perspective.
It is a mutual-help, peer-to-peer support group in which members encourage one another as equals under the guidance of a
certified facilitator. The meeting format includes both a large
and small group experience, where members can share as little
or as much of their “journey” as they desire.
Fresh Hope is also a professionally-guided group, with a variety of educational, ministerial, social service and psychiatric
representatives serving on the Board of Directors, in addition to
Fresh Hope group members.
Fresh Hope is not intended to replace professional treatment
such as therapy and prescribed medications when needed. Rather, Fresh Hope serves as a supplemental support and information system so that members and those who love them might
develop tools to help them manage their illness on a daily basis
in order to live with dignity and hope in Christ.
You are welcome to begin attending a Fresh Hope group at any
time. Discussion topics vary from week to week, addressing a
broad range of mental health challenges. Loved ones are also
welcome any time and are encouraged to attend even if the person they love is not yet ready to take that step.

When a person, young or old, is baptized into Christ’s family, we promise to:
Love, encourage and support this brother or sister
by teaching the gospel of God’s love,
by being an example of Christian faith and character, and
by giving the strong support of God’s family in fellowship,
prayer and service.

We have a growing number of young families attending Ferry, parents who desire to raise their children to know and
love Jesus, and need the strong support of a church family.
Joyful for Nick and me is to see these “kids” come back after having worked with them in a “Dodgeball and Ethics”
college ministry at Ferry 10 years ago (essentially, we
played dodgeball, and then talked about Christian ethics-it
was great!). Sometimes parenting can be hard, marriage can
be hard, life can be hard. And these young families are
showing up, desiring to be a part of Christ’s church here at
Ferry, wanting to be a part of community here, and to grow
in their faith.
Reflecting on the baptismal vows we as the congregation
make, what do they mean, and how can we help fulfil these
vows with an eye towards our children and young families?
Love, encourage and support this brother or sister by…
Teaching the gospel of God’s love. Childr en’s church,
nursery volunteers and Sunday School teachers are a few
people who intentionally model the gospel of God’s love
through teaching, and their relationship to our littlest. Our
kids “catch” the gospel of God’s love as they listen and participate in the worship service as our littlest are able, repeating the Lord’s Prayer each week, singing familiar songs,
hearing the gospel during the children’s story and the sermon, and hearing prayer requests to a God who hears and
answers.
(Continued on page 10)
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Audio Visual Teams

SOUND BOARD

03
10
17
24

Jeff Cherry
Josh Fredenburg
Brian Normandin
Mark Grotenhuis
VIDEO

POWERPOINT

03
10
17
24

03
10
17
24

Owen Weesies
Ryan Springer
Ann Jeffries
Casey Lownds

Emma Weesies
Isabelle Auch
Tony Moulds
Griffin Lownds

NURSERY

03 Renée Cherry & Brooke Cudney
10 Nick & Katie Bultema
17 Randy & Carissa Biggs
24 Amanda Holman, Brandi Seys, EmmaKay Dusenberry

02
06
06
08
11
11
12
16
16
16

Abriana Ramthun
Amanda Johnson
Dave Pickard
Daxton Roesler
Isaac Jaekel
Tony Moulds
Terry Pecott
Brian Normandin
Bill Vanden Heuvel
Larry VanderPlaats

17
18
22
23
24
25
26
27
29
29

Lyn Rypma
Karen Bolema
Pastor Leighton Seys
Harlan Rypma
Carol Brand-Twa
Quinn Weesies
Sue Joyce
Allen Fredenburg
Jeff Auch
Lynn Ramthun

CHILDREN’S CHURCH

03
10
17
24

Ann Beishuizen
Rachel Weesies
Deb Schutter Jellema
Kristi Vincent

coffee preparers/servers
03 Jeff & Dawn Auch
10 Lois Brinks &
Carol Brand-Twa
17 Rich & Marilyn Breuker
24 Roger & Joan Grasman
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cookies/snacks providers
03 Brad & Susan Tate
10 Margaret Amstutz
17 Katie Bultema &
Donna Rypma
24 Renée Cherry &
Chris DeRose

01
03
29
29
29

Dave & Beth Pickard
Ron & Ann Grinwis
Nick & Katie Bultema
Bill & Deb Schutter Jellema
Bob & Sue Steensma
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Mission of the Month

Muskegon Pregnancy Services
3
9:30 am Worship
with communion
10:30 am Congregational meeting
10:45 am classes

4

10
9:30 am Worship
10:45 am classes

17
9:30 am Worship
10:45 am classes

Friday

Saturday
2
9:30 am Children &
Communion workshop
Turn clocks back
1 hour
9

5
10 am Bible Study
1 pm Prayer Shawl
Group

6
6 pm Dinner &
family project

11
7 pm Mental
Health Prayer
meeting

12
10 am Bible Study
1 pm Prayer Shawl
Group
6:30 pm Stephen
Ministry

13
6-7:30
7:30 pm SOS &
Sr. High

14 10 am Women’s 15
Bible Study
7 pm Women at
Risk event

16

18

19
10 am Bible Study
1 pm Prayer Shawl
Group

20
6-7:30
7:30 pm SOS &
Sr. High

21 10 am Women’s 22
Bible Study
6:15 pm Hand Bell set-up for food
Choir
Baskets
7 pm Men at Peace
Pray Muskegon

23 9 am—1 pm
pack and deliver
Thanksgiving Baskets
(lunch provided)

27

28

30

6-7:30
7:30 pm SOS &
Sr. High

Consistory
24
25
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Costume 7 pm Fresh
Hope launch
fittings
10:45 am classes
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26
10 am Bible Study
1 pm Prayer Shawl
Group
6:30 pm Stephen
Ministry

7 10 am Women’s 8
Bible Study
6:15 pm Hand Bell
Choir
7 pm Men at Peace

29

Service 9:30 am
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