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And Now the Rest of The Story
We are nearly to the end of The Story. I have
heard many comments about how much you have
enjoyed reading the story or enjoyed the small
group and Sunday School discussions and even
new things brought out in the sermons. For some
this may have been the first time they have read
through the Bible and made it so far. For others, it was a
fresh way to look at it with a bigger view point of beginning
to end. Regardless, it was a journey we all went on together, from our kids to our adults.
As we near the end, I encourage you to think about all you
have read and learned. What stands out? What was
new? What was a good reminder? What was an encouragement to you? What was a call to action or engagement? Because those things do not end when the Story
ends. They continue on as God continues to work in and
through you.
I used to love listening to Paul Harvey. I'd get drawn into
his telling the tale of someone, where he would lead up to
a pivotal moment and then, unveil a wonderful twist. I recall one such story of a little boy whose mother loved his
little curls. So, she could not bring herself to give him a
haircut. When he went to school the kids would pick on
him, his father pleaded for the mother to cut his hair, but
every time she tried she broke down in tears. The details
escape my memory, but the boy finally gave himself a haircut and cut off all his hair. He was so worried about what
his mother would say, so he hid under the porch for hours
(continued on page 2)
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reaching up to God...reaching out to people

(continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 10)

and the family searched for him. When he was finally
found his mother was relieved, not because he was
found, but because he had done what she could not bring
herself to do, cut his hair. That little boy grew up to be
known as "Curly" from the Three Stooges. So, now you
know how he got the name.
When we finish the Story, where we will be is right at the
point where we say and now the rest of the story. It will
be the story of how God worked in history to reveal his
love for and bring salvation to mankind. It will be how the
foundation of the church was laid out, and it will be waiting for you. Waiting for you to add your rest of the story
to the work of God in the world. The work of loving others and sharing the good news of God's love.
So, what will your rest of the story be like? Will it start out
with a great event or will it unfold slowly? Will there be
companions on the journey with you or will it be a journey
to create new friends? Will it be filled with great moments
of joy, moments of sorrow, or both? Wherever your journey takes you, know that you are part of The Story, God's
Story, Your Story, Our Story. Just remember to retell the
story so far, to anyone who will sit and listen to you share
with them The Greatest Story Ever Told. And never stop
telling The Story.

Pastor Leighton
May 25 after indoor worship!
Yes, it is Memorial Day weekend,
and hopefully the weather will be
great! We celebrate the ending of
a great Sunday School year! Hot dogs are provided, bring
a dish to share. Because we are an intergenerational
church, we welcome ALL ages! Spend an hour hanging
out, getting to know some folks. Bounce castle for the
young and young at heart.
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needs. Her fees are going to be quarterly, instead of
monthly, which will result in a lower rate. We are looking
forward to forming this relationship.
There will be a change of direction with accounting for the
funds. This will help us report accurately all money that
comes in outside of general fund giving, i.e. fundraisers,
and balance it with the spending that has shown up as
budgeted spending.
We are trusting God to guide us and you to make this
transition seamless. Thank you from the deacons and
please feel free to ask any of us if you have questions
about our processes.

May—Mission of the Month

Compassionate Behavioral Health
Our commitment is to treat you and your family with a
welcoming heart, provide compassion and understanding in time of need and offer hope and help
through the provision of excellent care.*
You may find out more about the services they provide by visiting : https://www.pinerest.org/ or by calling 1.800.678.5500
We will receive a special offering on May19 in support
of this ministry.
*from https://www.pinerest.org/
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We thank the previous Deacons for their commitment to transparency in reporting to the
congregation our financial needs. We continue
to try to do that to the best of our abilities. Being transparent is an important part of our job.
Below are the facts relating to the numbers:
FINANCIAL INFORMATION thru 3/31/19
ACTUAL

BUDGETED

offerings - General Fund $82,039.00 $92,631.00
spending - General Fund $90,455.70 $92,906.00
offerings - Mission Fund $ 5,143.00 $ 5,006.00
As the numbers reflect, we are staying on target with
spending. However, giving is behind and reflects some
bad weather in early months of 2019, which we have not
made up for yet.
The current deacons have decided that the reporting documents we have been receiving are difficult to comprehend.
We have found there is a need to make reports more user
friendly and yet stay transparent in our financial reporting.
Reports will reflect all designated (Funds) giving and all
moneys passing through the bank accounts.
In the past couple of months we have searched for another
accountant who handles churches as a regular part of their
client base. Ms. Ashley Forrest from Forrest Taxes and
Accounting in Muskegon met with deacons Monday morning. Her client base has 72 local churches of different
faiths, along with military income taxes and many secular
businesses in the area. She was impressed with our accounting system, and we were impressed with her view on
how she does business. We will be signing an engagement letter this week to enter into our change of accountants.
She is looking forward to forming a relationship based on
our needs, upgrading our systems for reporting to government agencies and making our costs more in line with our

Surrounding kids with a
“great cloud of witnesses”
Kids (all of us, really!) grow in faith by learning from
others, their experiences and stories. God places us in
families and communities for us to grow together, and
he uses us!
This spring, we are intentionally
“surrounding” our middle school and high school kids
with their “great cloud of witnesses”.
In March, Holly VanderPlaats, Jim Franks, Grace
Brower and Mary Dykstra shared a Faith Story,
how they have seen God working in their lives. Jim
told many stories about how God had been faithful to
his family through many generations (and brought antique family Bibles). Grace shared how God had always been with her, even through some very difficult
things-and how God was constantly teaching Grace,
helping her to do things that were too difficult for her
to do. Mary brought photos of children who stayed at
her home after their medical procedures, and shared
how God called her to serve Him by loving kids. Holly spoke about how she has lived out her faith by
serving others; growing up with a sister who had polio
shaped part of Holly’s life, and the importance of caring for others.
We are so grateful that these people shared their stories! These stories open up a world to our youth, hearing real stories of how God works in our lives-and
how he can work in their lives.
In late April, biology teacher Amy Weesies, biologist
Chris Breuker, and chemist Terry Pecott spoke to the
middle school and high school about Faith and Science.

(Continued on page 11)
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May is Mental Health Month
While we are not making a big push about this in our worship
services, we want to share with you things to help inform you
about the issue and make you aware of things you can do.
(www.nami.org)
Other things happening in May:
Borderline Personality Disorder Awareness Month
(www.borderlinepersonalitydisorder.com) National Women’s
Health Week (starts on Mother’s Day each year. Themes
available at www.womenshealth.gov) National Prevention
Week – annual health observance dedicated to increasing
public awareness of, and action around, mental and/or substance use disorders. (Dates and themes vary by year. Check
www.samhsa.gov/prevention-week for details) National Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day (Date and theme vary
by year. Check www.samhsa.gov/children/awareness-day for
updates)
Stomp out Stigma 5K Walk Saturday, May 18, 2019 8:00
am - Gathering, 9:00 am - Walk Start (Rain or Shine) at
Grand Valley State University - Seward Parking Lot - and we
walk along the Riverwalk. Proceeds from the walk benefit our
be nice. and Live Laugh Love Educating Youth about Mental
Health Education Programs. Through the be nice. Action plan
(Notice, Invite, Challenge, Empower) we are able to educate
students about mental illness and encourage them to exchange stereotypes for understanding, compassion and acceptance. Walk Registration is FREE but you need to raise
money in order to receive a walk t-shirt. If you individually
raise at least $100 you will receive a complimentary walk
shirt. https://www.benice.org/stomp-out-stigma
With many activities in May it will not be something we will do
church wide, but do encourage you to join in and learn more
where you can. We had our first forum on April 24th for Mental Health and will be introducing "be nice" more in depth in
July. If you missed the mental health forum, but would like to
learn more or get involved with mental health please speak
with Pastor Leighton or someone on consistory.
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Hi! I’m Molly Smit. New to Ferry and Montague. I’m married
to John; we have a two year old and a one year old and we
love it here. I just began volunteering as Nursery Coordinator. I am excited to be a part of the church in a way that not
only supports my kids, but also supports other families who
would like to get their kids off on the right start to loving God
and being a part of a community.
We went to a few churches before deciding on Ferry. One
major reason we chose here was because we saw happy
kids. We think it is great that kids can feel welcome and engaged at church. It starts with the little ones. I think nursery is
an important service to church because children start their
faith journey with the love and care from trusting adults
around them.
We read in Mark 9 that Jesus said “Whoever welcomes one
of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one
who sent me.” We are looking for volunteers to
serve in the nursery. Serving in nursery is a whole
different way of praising God on Sunday. Not only
do you get to praise God with the youngest members and guests, but you also get to help those
youngster’s parents praise God in the sanctuary.
Trust me, I know, service is just a little (a lot) different if you
are worried about your child running around or yelling. If you
would like to volunteer once, twice or three times a year
please let me or Pastor Amy know. If you have any questions, I would love to figure out the answers with you too.
When we minister to children – God is with us.
Rev. Leighton Seys, senior pastor
Rev. Amy deGroot Bowling, family and youth pastor
Rev. Nick Bowling, family and youth pastor
Gloria Rademaker, editor / deadline for next issue - May 20
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Audio Visual Teams

SOUND BOARD

05
12
19
26

Brian Normandin
Mark Grotenhuis
Jeff Cherry
Josh Fredenburg
VIDEO

POWERPOINT

05
12
19
26

05
12
19
26

Ann Jeffries
Casey Lownds
Lizzy Cherry
Ryan Springer

Tony Moulds
Griffin Lownds
Emma Weesies
Isabelle Auch

NURSERY

05
12
19
26

Janice Proctor, Ann Beishuizen, Myla Ramthun
Kim Springer, Lizzy Cherry
John & Molly Smit
Joyce Brownell, Braylyn Bultema

Children’s Church

05 Lynn Ramthun and family
12 No children’s church until fall

coffee preparers/servers
05 Rich & Marilyn Breuker
12 Roger & Joan Grasman
19 Tony & Sue Moulds
26 Lynn & Ike Nelson

cookies/snacks providers
05 Bonnie Gouine and
Phyllis Zatzke
12 Michelle Hamann and
Alan & Amy Weesies
19 Barb Paton
26 Dave & Beth Pickard
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02
03
04
04
04
05
06
06
07
15
16
16
17
18

Kaitlyn Hamann
Carissa Biggs
Jackson Houtteman
Stuart Jeffries
Emalee McGee
Shelley Berson
Angela Cole
Ann Jeffries
Jill Sikkenga
Amanda Holman
Cassidy Hamann
Anneke Vermeulen
Linda Starring
Brian Balon

04
07
14
15
16
18
20
20

18
19
19
20
20
21
23
23
24
26
26
29
29
29

Jim Franks
Kyle Crow
Bonnie Giddis
Dan Lownds
Kathryn Vriesman
Barb Poel
Gwen DeRose
Michelle Hamann
Mary Smies
Kevin Ramthun
Lindsey Weesies
Misty Jaekel
Karen McClain
Jim Morford

Dave & Lyn Rypma
Ken & Bonnie Giddis
Lynn & Ike Nelson
Mike & Sue Joyce
Alan & Amy Weesies
Steve & Amanda Rudat
Kyle & Anje Crow
Jim & Ellen VanderMaas

If we have missed
your birthday or anniversary,
please call Gloria in the church office
(894-9415) or email:
grademaker@ferrychurch.org
and provide the missing information.
We would like to “recognize” your special date!
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

12 9:30 am Worship
with communion
10:45 am classes

19 9:30 am Worship
Pastor Nick
mission of the month
offering
10:45 am classes

26 9:30 am Worship

13

20

27
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Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3

4

9
6:15 pm Bell Choir

10

11

16
6:15 pm Bell Choir

17

18
Stamp Out Stigma
5K walk in GR

1 6-7:30
7:30 pm:
SOS
Sr. High
6:15 pm Bell Choir

2 12 noon Prayer at
Montague City Hall

7 10-11:30 am Bible
Study
1-3 pm Prayer
Shawl Group

8 6-7:30
7:30 pm:
SOS
Sr. High

14 10 am Bible
Study
1 pm Prayer Shawl
Group
6:30 pm Stephen
Ministry Supervision

15 6-7:30
7:30 pm:
SOS
Sr. High

21 10 am Bible
Study (last)
1 pm Prayer Shawl
Group
7 pm Deacons
7 pm Elders
8 pm Consistory

22 6-7:30
7:30 pm:
SOS
Sr. High

28
1 pm Prayer Shawl
Group

29
6-7:30
7:30 pm:
SOS
Sr. High

Mission of the Month—
Pine Rest Christian Mental Health Services
6
5 9:30 am Worship
10:45 am Congregational Meeting
10:45 am classes
12:30 pm Base Camp

Wednesday

7 pm Men at Peace

Hungary Trip May 14—May 25th
23
6:15 pm Bell Choir

24

25

Pray Muskegon

Hungary Trip through May 25th
30
6:15 pm Bell Choir

31

“Pray Muskegon”
the 22nd of each month.
Covering the County with prayer!
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