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Dental Boards Mar 17. Marisol has one of her boards and
Pastor Leighton will be in the chair for her. Not only that but
he will be in the chair on Mar 16 for another student. Bowlings will lead worship.

March 2019
Ferry Memorial Reformed Church, Reformed Church in America

Ferry Hosts Lenten Luncheon March 20, noon. Full schedule is posted on the Community Board.
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March 20 "Faith Stories" for 3rd grade-12th grade, 6-7:30
pm. Four Ferry senior citizens share a story of how they have
seen God working in their lives.

Schedule of Chapters
2019

- Story Recap 3 - No SS
- Story Recap 4 - No SS

Rev. Leighton Seys, senior pastor
Rev. Amy deGroot Bowling, family and youth pastor
Rev. Nick Bowling, family and youth pastor
Gloria Rademaker, editor / deadline for next issue - March 18
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“For you created my inmost being; you knit me
together in my mother’s womb. I praise
you because I am fearfully and wonderfully
made; My frame was not hidden from you when I
was made in the secret place, when I was woven
together in the depths of the earth... all the days
ordained for me were written in your book before
one of them came to be.” Psalm 139: 13-16
I was running from one great event to another last week. Including: a great Chili Cook Off and Silent Auction last Sunday, a training event on mental health on Tuesday, helping
out with JUMP on Wednesday, OJB committee for our Synod on Thursday, The Marriage Course on Thursday night,
the consistory retreat on Friday night and Saturday morning. Throw in some visits with Church members, a trip to
Ann Arbor for 3 hours of dental work, and a couple trips to
Zeeland to do reno work and you might say I was a bit
busy. Okay, very busy.
But Brandi would say different. She would say I was in my
element. She knows that for me, when there are more things
on my plate, that I can actually get extra energy and filled
with excitement for what is next. Kinda like when a golfer
gets in the zone and the cup seems like it is a foot wide and
everything is going in.
Now, I don't want that every week. But, when that does happen I have the strengths needed, to be able to draw out what
is needed in the moment, without feeling great pressure or
stress. So, as I reflected on my week and on our consistory
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reaching up to God...reaching out to people
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retreat I thought strengths would be a great thing to think
about.
Now perhaps you grew up being told that focus on talents and
strengths is the sin of pride. And, instead we should spend our
time focused on our weakness to make them strengths. This
advice just doesn't prove to be true when we look at research
and I wonder if it has perhaps kept some from being used
greatly for God's church.
One example of how strengths focus creates greater outcomes
is a study on speed reading. They took average readers, 90
words a min, and excellent readers, 350 words a min, and
taught them speed reading strategies. Those that were average
went from 90 words to 150 words a min. While those with
350 went to 2900 words a min. So, you can see developing
strengths can do far more than developing weaknesses.
With Consistory on our retreat each year we look at the Clifton Strengths finder survey and the Gallop Book, "Living your
Strengths: Discover your God-given talents and inspire your
community." Gallup has identified 34 strengths. Our current
consistory has all but 7 of them. I don't have time to touch
them all, but thought I would mention how they were in use
by me last week. So, I'm not trying to highlight just my own
strengths, but rather it is just a quick way to give you a
glimpse of what they look like and how we use them, even
when we don't know it.
My top strength is Ideation. This phrase sums it up for
me. "You revel in taking the world we know and turning it
around so we can view it from a strange but strangely enlightening angle." I use this every week as I prepare for Sermons
and use it to engage group discussions and for the initiatives
we did at the retreat. I don't sit around thinking, I should use
that strength to solve this issue. It just flows from how God
has made me.
My second strength is Strategic. "The strategic theme enables
you to sort through the clutter and find the best route." I use

Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, 40 days before Easter. It is a time to reflect, repent, and focus on Jesus. Are there some things in your spiritual life that you
want to “clear out”, like gossip, anger, selfishness, or a reliance on having so much “stuff”? Or some things you
want to add, like more regular prayer, kindness or service
to others? Lent is a great time to intentionally re-focus on
Jesus, clearing out things that distract you from Him, or
adding things that draw you to Him
This Ash Wednesday, March 6, begin Lent with quiet reflection on Christ and His words to us. The church will be
open from 7 am until 8 pm for self-guided prayer. Ten interactive prayer stations will be set up, (something to see,
touch, smell, write or draw). Do one, do all of them. This
is a great activity for all ages, so bring your family! The
middle school and sr. high will be doing prayer stations
from 6-7:30 pm; other times will be less busy.

March Highlights:
Global Leadership Summit Training Mar 46. Pastor Leighton will be out of the office to attend this. This is a glimpse of what will happen
this year plus in depth training for Pastors.
Ash Wed Mar 6, 7am -8pm prayer stations & Labyrinth.
First Sunday in Lent Mar 10. We will celebrate communion as part of our preparation for Lent and our looking
forward to Easter. Daylight Savings Begins
Lenten Candles Begin Mar 10. We regularly light candles for Advent, but it is also a practice of the church to
light them for Lent to mark the progress of the 40 days
and to prepare ourselves for Holy Week. There will be a
reading from Psalms and a prayer as we light a new candle
each week.
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these in Turkey experience Christ’s love through our sr.
high students!
Faith Stories
Each month this spring, we are inviting a few adults from
FMRC to talk with our middle school and high school students. Last month was Love and Marriage (with the
Smies, Smits and Falkowskis-thank you!), with a panel
who talked about what dating and marriage are really like.
On March 20, four senior citizens will be sharing “faith
stories” with our 3rd-12th graders. With their wealth of experience, our wise “elders” will tell a true story about
when they saw God working in their life. What did they
learn about God? What did they learn about life?

this strength to organize my week. I know what has to be
done and find the way to fit it all in. It helps me determine
what to include now and what to leave for later. I can recall
examples of this as a kid.
My third strength is Relator. In short it is about being with
people you know. So, I did spend a lot of time with Brandi
and that is all good.
My fourth strength is Positivity. "Somehow you can't escape
your conviction that it is good to be alive, that work can be
fun, and that no matter what the setbacks, one must never lose
one's sense of humor." I never see a long list as bad. It is
more of a great challenge filled with lots of steps along the
way to celebrate.

God has given us each other, to know and to learn from!
God uses us to help grow our faith, and when our generations know each other, we all benefit!

My fifth strength is Activator. "When can we start?" So, for
some of the tasks that just came up I got to jump into action. For some I had been planning for some time. The time
had finally arrived to take action.

Pastor Amy

Now you likely haven't taken this strengths finder test
yet. But you may already know that some things you do, time
passes by quickly when you do them and others time just
drags on and on. You may also find that for you some things
are just easy and others just hard to do. God made you,
you. Even if you would ever run into a person with the same
top 5 strengths as you in the same order, a 1 in 33 million
chance, so much about that person would be very different
than you.

Community Lenten Luncheons
Join us for White Lake area Lenten luncheons
each Wednesday in Lent. A light soup lunch
is from noon-1 pm, with a short message
from an area pastor. It is a great time to meet
Christians from other churches. Lunch is
free, and a freewill donation is taken for the White Lake
Food Pantry.
FMRC is hosting March 20 at noon. Can you bring a soup
or cookies, or help host? Sign up in the Fellowship Hall!

We live in a world that wants us to compare ourselves to others, when God made you unique. So this Lent: Think about
how you were wonderfully made by God to be the only one
just like you. Think about how He gave his son for you, because of his love for you, the you He created you to be. Then
simply seek to live out and be all He has made you to be, giving gratitude and praise to the one who created you, the
one who redeemed you, and the one who sustains you.

Pastor Leighton
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Serving God=growing in faith!
DEACONS’ UPDATE:
Our year-end report from the accountant included
items that needed correction prior to being able to
share it with you. So we are sorry for the delay in
reporting but we did not want to share wrong or misleading information. We will not include a year to date report at this time
as we do not want this update to cause confusion with our current giving.
2018 Year-End Totals for General Fund
Year-end budget approved by congregation
Year-end giving totals to the General Fund
Giving compared to budget left a shortfall
Year-end actual expenditures
Under budget spending by deacons & staff
Shortfall to actual spending

$360,915.00
$332,535.76
$ -28,379.24
$357,565.38
$ 3,349.62
$ -25,029.62

2018 Year-End Totals for Mission Fund:
Year-end budget approved by congregation

$20,025.00

Year-end giving totals to Mission Fund
Giving compared to budget left a shortfall

$15,293.00
$ -4,732.00

While we under spent what we had approved for general fund
budget last year and feel good about that, we are asking ourselves "What would we do if this was our personal budget?"
The short answer is we either need to find a way for giving to
increase, or find items we can cut from the budget. While we
can and will work to keep costs down, we ask you to pray for
God to move among us to increase our giving so we may continue to do those ministries he has placed before us to do.

Our Big JUMPers (3rd-5th grade) were very excited when
they were able to do a project to be used in worship last fall
and wanted to do something again to be used for worship. For Lent they have made Lenten Candles and Candle
Holders. Each one helped melt wax from old Christmas Eve
and Advent candles and poured them in new jars. Then with
the help of Leigh Johnson and Pastor Leighton, they made
holders for each candle and painted them. Each Sunday during Lent we will light a candle, read a Psalm and have a
prayer as a way to connect the season with our worship. All
ages have something genuine to contribute for worship!
Living out faith through action is one of the
themes of sr. high this year. Last fall, a summer member donated $500 to use for S.A.S.S.
(Secret Acts of Special Service). The kids
have been thinking through how to use this
gift to bless others. In November, the sr. high
group chose to use $100 to help refugees and
have been working with former FMRC student Amy Amstutz, who now lives in Turkey,
a country overwhelmed with refugees.
Amy has used $100 to buy food for families. She is working
with 4 siblings (no parents) who walked from Afghanistan,
through Iran to Turkey, hoping eventually to get to Germany.
She bought food and is helping find a safe place for the kids
to stay while the oldest (17 years old) goes on to Germany to
find work.
Freshman Amanda Johnson says, “It is exciting helping out
people in different countries with a small amount of money
that doesn’t seem like a lot to us in America. But it is for
them and their community. The best part is to help support
them when they need it most. I want people to know that
others are looking out for them and caring for them”. May
(Continued on page 10)
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NURSERY

Audio Visual Teams

03
10
17
24
31

Margaret Amstutz, Abriana Ramthun
Renée and Lizzy Cherry
Jason and Misty Jaekel
Nick and Katie Bultema family
Amanda Holman and Stephy Grotenhuis
SOUND BOARD

03
10
17
24
31

Jeff Auch
Jeff Auch
Mark Grotenhuis
Jeff Cherry
Brian Normandin

03
10
17
24
31

POWERPOINT

03
10
17
24
31

VIDEO

Ryan Springer
Ann Jeffries
Casey Lownds
Lizzy Cherry
Ryan Springer

Children’s Church

03
10
17
24
31

Amanda Holman, Allison Tate
Rachelle Johnson family
Lindsay DeRose family
Katie Bultema family
NO Children’s Church—Spring Break

Isabelle Auch
Tony Moulds
Griffin Lownds
Isabelle Auch
Emma Weesies

01
05
06
07
09
09
12
12
13
14
15
15

Evan Ritchie
Darlene Scouten
Marion Flanders
Jeanne Peterson
Pastor Nick Bowling
Elizabeth Grotenhuis
Ann Beishuizen
John Smit
Alan Weesies
Mike Barnhardt
Donna Doornbos
Alexandria Mahan

Jeanne Rypma
Karen Lohman
Ethan Balon
Bob Steensma
Mark Grotenhuis
Abbey Vermeulen
Mary Pyper
Ron Grinwis
Wyatt Reid
Jacob Schutter
Isabelle Auch
Tristyn Balon

If we have missed
your birthday or anniversary,
please call Gloria in the church office
(894-9415) or email:
grademaker@ferrychurch.org
and provide the missing information.
We would like to “recognize” your special date!
coffee preparers/servers
03 Jeff & Dawn Auch
10 Lois Brinks &
Carol Brand-Twa
17 Roger & Joan Grasman
24 Tony & Sue Moulds
31 Dan & Janice Proctor
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15
16
17
17
18
20
21
23
23
24
26
30

cookies/snacks providers
03 Michelle Hamann &
Alan, Amy & Emma Weesies
10 Barb Paton
17 Dave & Beth Pickard
24 Lynn Ramthun &
Rachel Weesies
31 Gord & Chris Sikkenga
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

4

5 10 am Bible Study
1 pm Prayer Shawls

6 Ash Wednesday
7 am-88 pm Prayer stations
6-7:30
7:30 pm: JUMP, SOS,
Sr. High
7 pm Armchair Travel

1410 am Women’s Bible 15
Study
6 pm Marriage Course
6:15 pm Hand Bells

16

20
12 noon Lenten Luncheon at FMRC

2110 am Women’s Bible 22
Study
6 pm Marriage Course
6-7:30
7:30 pm: JUMP, SOS, 6:15 pm Hand Bells
Sr. High
7 pm Men at Peace

23

27
2810 am Women’s Bible 29
6-7:30
7:30 pm: JUMP, SOS, Study
Sr. High
6 pm Marriage Course
6:15 pm Hand Bells

30

17 9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
Time
10:45 am classes

18

19 10 am Bible Study
1 pm Prayer Shawls

24 9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
Time
10:45 am classes

25

31 9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
Time
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2
9 Turn clocks
ahead one hour,
before going to
bed.

12 10 am Bible Study 13
1 pm Prayer Shawls
6-7:30
7:30 pm: JUMP, SOS,
6:30 pm Stephen Minis- Sr. High
try

26 10 am Bible Study
1 pm Prayer Shawls

Saturday

7 10 am Women’s Bible 8
Study
6 pm Marriage Course
6:15 pm Hand Bells
7 pm Men at Peace

10 9:30 am Worship
11
with communion
10:30 am Fellowship
10:45 am classes
Daylight Saving Time

Consistory

Friday
1

Mission of the Month—ResourcingNow
3 9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
Time
10:45 am classes

Thursday

“Pray Muskegon”
the 22nd of each month.
Covering
Ferry
Log - 7 the County with prayer!

