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June 7, 6-8 pm Block Party!  
All are invited! 

Bring a friend, bring a neighbor!  Tasty food, 
fun games, bounce castle, music and door 
prizes for kids!  Fun and free! 

As a church in a residential neighborhood, we try to be a 
good neighbor to our neighbors and share the love of 

Christ in our words and actions! The Block Party is a way 
to build good relationships with our churched and un-

churched neighbors, as well as your churched and un-
churched friends and neighbors! So invite a friend! It is a 

relaxed atmosphere where all are welcome to eat pulled 
pork, sit and chat, play games and have fun together! 

Questions to Pastor Nick. 

Summer Golf Outings and Fellowship 

Sunday afternoons, at around 2:30 pm we 

will plan a fun four person best ball golf 

event.  Dates are: June 23, July 21, August 

25, and September 15.  The three courses 

we have contacted so far are Old Channel 

Trail, Hickory Knoll and Bent Pine.  We will 

also be planning an event to follow the golf 

for all to join us.  More details to follow.   
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I get asked so many things as a pastor.  Some I ex-
pect, some I enjoy, and the rest fall somewhere be-
tween those.  But the answer I say that gives peo-
ple the most confounded looks on their face is 
when I say, "I don't know, I'm not the one who is 
overseeing that."  And I said that a lot on the trip 

to, and the preparation before, Hungary.  Now, I happen to 
believe that this is a wonderful thing to be able to say.  I 
think it is a great sign of just how blessed I am, and how 
blessed Ferry Church is.  I'll explain that in a minute.   

But first, I want to add something else.  I just want to add a 
thank you for your prayer for the trip.  We saw and felt 
them many times while on the trip.  I specifically, had asked 
you to pray for my message to the church, as I was asked to 
write out my full script.  Well, very early Monday prior to 
our departure I spent several hours writing a very short and 
simply rough draft to connect with the passage that Zoltan 
had suggested, and I sent it off to the translator in Hunga-
ry.  I expected it to get changed and modified in some way 
before Sunday came.  But, time never presented itself, and I 
found myself Sunday morning looking at what I had written 
and feeling like I had only half a sermon.  I was struggling 
with what I might need to add, but just kept feeling that it 
would throw off the translator.  

When the translator arrived, he had taken my script and di-
vided it into the paragraphs he felt would work best for us 
to go back and forth.  Normally I do a sentence at a 
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time.  Shortly after I began the sermon I began to feel like 
my message was going to be too long.  I would talk for one 
minute and it would take him three or four minutes to say it 
in Hungarian.  And when it was over the 8 minutes sermon I 
thought I had prepared ended up being something closer to 
28 minutes.  So, I know that this was an answer to that pray-
er to have the sermon and the script for translation be what 
they needed to hear.  Since it never seemed like I had done 
enough until it was done and it was more than enough. 

Now, back to explaining the value of "I don't know."  Here is 
why this is a blessing.  I don't know everything, because I 
don't have to do all the planning or all the work to make 
things happen.  Even more than that.  When people say that 
they will step up and do something, they do just that.  I don't 
have to micromanage or constantly remind them, or check in 
on progress to see if it will happen.  We have great leaders 
who follow through and do a great job.  That is why this is a 
blessing to Ferry Church.  More people helping means better 
quality and less burn out when doing the work.  

Additionally, it is a blessing to me.  I'm a big picture guy and 
planning and overseeing all the details can be draining and 
overwhelming to me.  So, anytime I can just show up and 
watch things unfold I feel blessed.  I find that I never have as 
much time as I would like to have to get things done, so not 
having to know everything is wonderful.  Now that is not to 
say that I didn't receive an itinerary of what was planned and 
when.  I did.  I just had no input into it, and simply glanced 
at it.  Much like I do with who will be greeters or cookies 
each week.  I prefer to just show up and be greeted than to 
look at the schedule and know who will be greeting me.  

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 Two are better than one, because they 
have a good return for their labor: If either of them falls 
down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls 
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We thank the previous Deacons for their commit-
ment to transparency in reporting to the congre-
gation our financial needs.  With this in mind the 
Deacons have been busy this month. 
 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION thru 4/30/19  
    ACTUAL  BUDGETED 

offerings - General fund  $107,567.07    $123,507.51 

spending - General fund  $117,877.35    $123,874.17 

offerings - Missions   $       7,139.00   $     6,675.00  
 

Spending appears to be lower at this time of year but does 
not reflect the one time expenses that come up later in the 
year.  However, giving is behind and reflects some bad 
weather in early months of 2019, which we have not made 
up for yet. 

As we stated last month we have transitioned to the new 
accounting firm and have made the appropriate changes in 
reporting to consistory.  The goal of the deacons is to report 
all monies in and out in a format that is easier to under-
stand. We are looking to use our in-house accounting pro-
gram to be more helpful with reports that will enable us to 
forecast and report to the congregation our financial posi-
tion. 

Also we completed the application for the Flourishing 
Church Grant (from the RCA) for our sound both project 
and are looking forward to the communication as to the re-
sults in the near future. 

Pastor Nick reported from the pulpit that we had the lift here 
for inspection of the steeple repair Friday, May 24.  This 
was necessary move forward with our permitting and plan-
ning. 

As Deacons it is our responsibility to keep the congregation 
informed and transparent in our actions.  We hope we are 
meeting this goal. We are trusting God to guide us and you 
to help us in our mission as deacons.  Thank you from the 
deacons and please feel free to ask any of us if you have 
questions about our processes or anything in this report. 
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Greeters at the Doors: 
North Entrance:  Kevin and Lynn Ramthun 
   Abriana, Myla & Danika. 

South & East Entrances: Dave & Beth Pickard  
 

Thanks for being the welcoming smile as we come to wor-
ship the Lord. 

Sr. High SERVEing this summer 

This June there are 2 opportunities for Sr. High to serve 
God and our neighbors! 
1) June 17-21 we will partner with Evangelical 
Covenant Church to do yardwork and fix up 
homes in the White Lake area!  The Covenant 
Church has done this for many years, and they 
are excited to have us join them! This is a 
great way to live out our faith close to home, 
either for one day or for all 5 days. 

2) June 22-29 SERVE in DeMotte, Indiana.  Isabelle Auch, 
Cassidy Hamann, Rachel Houtteman, Katie 
Howard, Amanda Johnson, Natalie Reid, 
Emma Weesies, leader Amy Weesies and 
me (Pastor Amy) will join 30 teens from 
churches in Florida, Iowa, Texas and Wis-
consin to serve God in Indiana.  The kids will 
serve in soup kitchens, paint homes, stack 

wood, and clean up local parks while learning about rural 
poverty and Jesus' heart for the poor. In the evenings we 
gather for worship, a challenging message from God's 
Word and small group discussions about where we saw 
God at work each day. 

The Sr. High students welcome your prayers as we serve 
God and our neighbors!  May our students grow deeper in 
their faith and wider in their understanding of God's king-
dom. 
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        Pastor Leighton 

and has no one to help them up. Also, if two lie down to-
gether, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm 
alone? Though one may be overpowered, two can defend 
themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. 

I think this verse is so wonderful to review anytime we feel 
we are overworked or overwhelmed and remember we aren't 
made to do it alone.   And when we can establish it as a way 
of living we are blessed all the more.   

So, while on the trip, when asked where are we going today 
or tomorrow, I simply smiled and said "I don't know."  Be-
cause the only two things I knew I had to do were to preach 
on Sunday, and speak at the school on Wednesday.  And in 
between I could simply sit back and enjoy building relation-
ships with our Hungarian friends and our Ferry Friends and 
watch God show up and receive the blessings He gave us 
each day.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Summer Sunday Cook Outs 

I have had people at our house for cook outs the past two 
years and have enjoyed it very much.  As I am trying to 
look at this summer I am uncertain as to when I can firmly 
               say that it will work.  My daughter is moving to 
               the U.P. and I may be making many trips to work 
                 on her new place as well as trips to help my  
                 mom sort through things left from my step dad. 
                  At this point I think I may simply do one event 
                     and invite everyone to come.  But for now I  
will hold off on planning as I am certain that June will not 
work to have one.  Thanks all who have attended the past 
two years.  We have enjoyed getting to know you better 
every chance we get.   

Pastor Leighton & Brandi. 
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“I’d like to do something with these coins.”  Last year one 

of Ferry’s summer guests approached me (Pastor Nick) 

saying they would like to do something special for the 

youth.  We decided that since coins come to us in small 

amounts and accumulate, this is how we would like the 

coins to go back out into the world.  The Senior High 

youth have spent this last year giving away these coins to 

bless others, and below is an accounting of what we have 

done.  

7-9-2018—The deacons brought coffee cans of coins to 

the bank, totaled up to a surprising $1091.47.  This was 

more than the youth group wanted, so we gave $500.00 

back to the donor.   

9-18-2018—we implemented a “pay it forward” project 

call Secret Acts of Special Service.  We purchased encour-

aging gifts to bless our friends and teachers at school. 

The idea here was to be anonymous and uplifting to 

someone we thought could use a smile.  It was a great 

way to begin not only talking about giving, but putting it 

into practice in a way that was very direct.  ($100) 

11-20-2018—we made a Skype call to Amy Amstutz in 

Turkey at 3am her time.  She taught us about how Turkey 

has been impacted by refugees (Syria-many who either 

have no home left, or home has become too dangerous).  

We gave her $100.  Amy decided to put together Food 

Baskets with the money (she learned this at Ferry from 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Food and More), and found that her local grocery store 

already does this.  She also helped 4 kids from Afghani-

stan, who had walked over the Iranian border, hoping to 

get to Germany.   ($100) 

11-28-2018—The senior high students bought prizes for 

the JUMP kids who were memorizing Bible Verses.  We 

shopped at the General Store in Whitehall for fun and 

creative gifts for kids of younger ages.  ($38.21) 

11-28-2018—purchased boots and mittens for Kids’ 

Kloset. ($92.50) 

5-14-2018—We talked about global conservation and 

the broadness of God’s Kingdom.  The kids decided to 

purchase 2 beehives in Kenya through World Renew US.  

($70) 

5-14-2018—Working with World Vision, we sponsored 

Carlos for one year, who is 5 years old and lives in Brazil.  

($200) 

It’s amazing how God can multiply blessings.  One fami-

ly’s jar of coins spread out into the world in an interest-

ing and wonderful way this year.  Ferry high school stu-

dents were the stewards of the money, making the deci-

sions and giving it all away.  In giving, they noticed 

friends who could use a hand,  learned about refugees in 

Turkey, cared for kids who needed warm clothes, gave 

someone in Kenya a new source of income, and started a 

relationship with a new friend in Brazil.  It was our stu-

dents, as well, who benefited from God’s gifts.  Thanks 

again to the anonymous donor who precipitated these 

showers of blessing.   

(continued from page 4) 
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SOUND BOARD  
02  Brian Normandin 

09  Mark Grotenhuis 

16  Jeff Cherry 

23  Josh Fredenburg 

30  Brian Normandin 

POWERPOINT  
  02  Ann Jeffries  

  09  Casey Lownds 

  16  Lizzy Cherry 

  23  Ryan Springer 

  30  Ann Jeffries 

A
u

d
io

 V
is

u
a

l
 T

e
a

m
s
 

  VIDEO  
  02  Tony Moulds 

  09  Griffin Lownds 

  16  Emma Weesies 

  23  Isabelle Auch 

  30  Tony Moulds 

NURSERY  
02  Rich & Gina Houtteman 

09  Kevin & Lynn Ramthun 

16  Matt & Lindsay DeRose 

23  Margaret Amstutz, Abriana Ramthun 

30  Renée Cherry & Lizzy Cherry 

coffee preparers/servers  cookies/snacks providers 

2  Don & Barb Poel    02  Lynn Ramthun  & 

      Rachel Weesies 

09  Dan & Janice Proctor   09  Gord & Chris Sikkenga 

16  Gary & Sharon Ransom  16  Brad & Susan Tate  

23  Jeff & Dawn Auch   23  Margaret Amstutz 

30  Lois Brinks &     30  Katie Bultema & 

 Carol Brand-Twa   Donna Rypma 
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03  Don Poel 

04  Stephy Grotenhuis 

07  Ryan Amstutz 

07  Gary Hedrick 

08  Ron Pyper 

08  Ryan Springer 

09  Melinda Moore 

09  Dan Proctor 

10  Barb Paton 

11  Joan Grasman 

12  Maureen Johnson 

14  Cynthia Amstutz 

16  Bern Bolema 

16  Owen Weesies 

17  Ron Bekius 

18  Mari DeRose 

18  Ernie Reid 

20  Jill Mahan 

21  Nancy Radel 

22  Trent Grasak 

25  Josh Fredenburg 

25  Katie Hedrick  

26  Neil Flanders 

26  Ann Grinwis 

26  Phyllis Sikkenga 

28  Glenn Morgan 

30  Gary Ransom 

30  Brad Tate 

30  Jen Weesies 

01  Randy & Carissa Biggs 

04  Dan & Janice Proctor 

07  Ben & Ann Jeffries 

13  Bryan & Jill Mahan 

14  Matt & Lindsay DeRose 

17  Jim & Onolee Franks 

17  Ernie & Terri Reid 

19  Brian & Sarah Balon 

19  Adam & Deann Falkowski 

19  Jason & Misty Jaekel 

23  Dave & Mary Vermeulen 

24  Tony & Sue Moulds 

26  Rich & Gina Houtteman 

27  Ron & Mary Pyper 

29  John & Molly Smit 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

    

2 9:30 am Worship 3 4 1 pm Prayer 
Shawl Group 

5 

9 9:30 am Worship 
with Communion 
 

Pentecost Sunday 

10 11 1 pm Prayer 
Shawl Group 

6:30 pm Stephen 
Ministry 

12 

16 9:30 am Worship 
 Teen Challenge 

 
 

 

17 
Sr. High & Middle 
School Work 
Camp 

18 1 pm Prayer 
Shawl Group 

7 pm Deacons 
7 pm Elders 
8 pm Consistory 

19 

23 9:30 am Worship 
 
2:30 pm Golf Outing 

24 25 1 pm Prayer 
Shawl Group 

26 

30 9:30 am Worship    

Mission of the Month— 

Adult & Teen Challenge 
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2019 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

6 7  

6-8 pm 
Block Party 

8   
7-9 pm Third Coast 
Trombone Retreat 

13 14 15 

20 21 22   
Sr. High Mission 
Trip begins  1 pm 
 
“Pray Muskegon” 

27 28 29 

Sr. High Mission 
Trip ends 

   

Mission of the Month— 

Adult & Teen Challenge 

“Pray Muskegon” 
the 22nd of each month.  
Covering the County with prayer! 


