Spending is 26.41% below budget
$32,596.02 below
budget
$ 90,803.57

$ 16,741.39

$108,046.33

$346,255.12

Expenses:

Net Income:

Main Checking
Account balance

Total Assets*

More good news
$14,709.76 gain
since 4/30/2021

* $148,144.81 in the checking account and money market accounts
$ 15,378.55 in a certificate of deposit
$182,701.76 in future fund accounts

Good news!
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$14,473.56 above
4/30//2021 balance

$9,861.87 gain since
April’s income

Offering is 12.67% under
budget
$15,591.77 below
budget
$107,475.75
Offering Income:

FINANCIAL INFORMATION AS OF 5/31/2021

FERRY LOG
Overcoming the Fear Factor
The other day I was trying to find a certain tune setting of Psalm
23. So I looked on YouTube. Where else? Between Google and
YouTube you can find just about anything.
What I found was not only a number of different settings of
Psalm 23, but also a tremendous chorus that I hadn’t heard in
years. It comes from the oratorio, Elijah, by Felix Mendelssohn,
and the title of the chorus is, “Be Not Afraid.” It really took me
back as I had sung it as a high school senior. I found myself
singing along with the recording – and doing so very enthusiastically!
Why enthusiastically? Well, if you’ve never heard that chorus, I
would encourage you to find it on YouTube and listen to it. It is
sung with great gusto and what must be triple forte (very, very,
very loud)!
Elijah, whose story is found in the Old Testament book of I
Kings, often found himself outnumbered and his life threatened
by the wicked pair on Israel’s throne, Ahab and Jezebel. This
king and queen had taken to worshiping the idol, Baal, and had
employed 450 prophets of Baal to encourage the people of Israel
to forsake the Lord their God. Obviously, Elijah was fearful as
he faced a very present danger of death at every turn. In the oratorio, just at the point where Elijah thinks he doomed, this chorus comes booming out the words, “Be not afraid, thy help is
near.” No less than thirty times the words “Be not afraid” are
forcefully sung by this chorus in a time span of about two and a
half minutes! Elijah – and the listening audience – cannot miss
the message – despite all odds, we should never be afraid. God
will help.
But we are. We are all like Elijah at one time or another. Life
can be hard and our “Fear Factor” is great. Friends can disap(Continued on page 2)
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reaching up to God...reaching out to people

(Continued from page 1)

point us. An accident or an unexpected illness can strike. You
lose your job and the bills start to mount up. We become anxious;
we worry; our backs are up against the wall and we don’t know
where to turn. And along with fear comes sadness and even depression.
If you read the Elijah story, it is quite evident that he suffered
from depression. Those who have had it know how it can take
you down. In our day and age we are blessed to have trained clinical therapists who can be of tremendous help to those suffering
from anxiety and depression. Many have been helped through
counseling and doctor prescribed medication.
But nothing can compare to having a well-founded faith. Having
faith brings God into the picture. And that changes everything.
Suddenly it’s not just us against the world, but God with us. And
sometimes, like Elijah we need to be roused out of the doldrums
of life by the strong words, “Be not afraid, thy help is near!”
Recently it has been in the news that there are many people suffering from anxiety and depression. Covid and the lockdowns
have left a number of people sad, isolated and lonely. In addition,
the political polarization in Washington is also depressing. The
divide between liberals and conservatives has never been so
wide. And then there is the church. Perhaps you are worried
about what will happen to Ferry Church in the future. Having
three pastors leave in a matter of a few months can certainly be
disconcerting. As big a loss as that is, guess what? God has not
left. His promise over and over in the Bible is, “I will never
leave you or forsake you.”
Make no mistake. God does not turn a blind eye. God loves this
world and this church. In fact, he cares deeply about it. The
Apostle Peter, who experienced many fears and anxieties in his
life was also able to say, “Humble yourselves, then, under God’s
mighty hand, so that he will lift you up in his own good time.
Leave all your worries with him, because he cares for you.” (I
Peter 5:6-7)
Be assured, God is with us now as always. So -- “Be not afraid!”
Rev. John Koedyker, Interim Pastor
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Audio Visual Teams

SOUND BOARD

04
11
18
25

Josh Fredenburg
Jeff Auch
Ryan Springer
Josh Fredenburg

01
01
05
06
11
12
13
15
16

POWERPOINT

04
11
18
25

Dave Roodvoets
Dawn Auch
Dave Roodvoets
Ann Jeffries

21
22
22
25
25
27
28
29

Emma Weesies
Ryan Weesies
Amanda Rudat
Andrew Moulds
Lisa McGahan
Scott Schutter
Renée Cherry
Joslynn Jaekel
Brayella Bultema

Margo Fredenburg
Joyce Brownell
Jodie Roesler
Dawn Auch
Carol Witzke
Eric Weesies
Ken Vanderstelt
Elijah Jaekel

BROADCAST

04
11
18
25

Stephy Grotenhuis
Isabelle Auch
Stephy Grotenhuis
Naomi Huttenga

Scheduled Accompanists:
4 Cheryl Lohman
11 Cheryl Lohman
18 Carmen Huttenga, Praise Team
25 Cheryl Lohman
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01
01
02
09
14
26

Rick & Amanda Holman
Dan & Carmen Huttenga
Ross & Brooke Cudney
Dennis & Shirley Dahl
Tom & Kathy Oakes
Eric & Rachel Weesies
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Mission of the Month

Crossroads Prison Ministries
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Tuesday
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Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

5

6
7
6 pm church family
dinner

8

9

10
4:30 pm
Sharon Schutter
Memorial Service

11
9:30 am worship

12

13
12 noon Bible
Study (Lions Park)

14

15

16

17

18
9:30 am worship

19

20

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

9:30 am worship

Consistory

25
9:30 am worship

26

27
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