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Summer Golf Outings and Fellowship 

Sunday afternoons, we will plan a fun four person 

 best ball golf event.  Remaining dates are: July 21, 

 August 25, and September 15.  The three courses 

 we have contacted so far are Old Channel Trail,  

Hickory Knoll and Bent Pine.  We will also be 

planning an event to follow the golf for all to join 

us.  More details to follow.   

Looking for a cool place to 
knit this summer? Join Fer-
ry’s prayer shawl ministry-
new people welcome!  
Each Tuesday from 1-3 pm 
a group of women meet in the 
Friendship House to knit, crochet, chat and pray.  The prayer 
shawls are given to people undergoing surgery, loss of a loved 
one, or other difficult time.  Being wrapped in a shawl is a re-
minder we are wrapped in God’s love, and wrapped in prayers 
of God’s people.  Join us all year, or just for the summer!  Yarn 
is provided, just bring your knitting needles!  Questions? Con-
tact Karen Bolema 766-2078 or Sue Joyce 861-2134.  

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY, AUGUST 8 & 9 

Rev. Leighton Seys, senior pastor 

Rev. Amy deGroot Bowling, family and youth pastor 

Rev. Nick Bowling, family and youth pastor 

Gloria Rademaker, editor / deadline for next issue - July 22 
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I've always been one of those people who doesn't 

like to be labeled in any way. For example: I wasn't 

the oldest and I wasn't the youngest.  I was the 2nd 

of 4 and some would want to say I was a middle 

child. I'd point out that you have to have an odd 

number of kids for there to be a middle child.   I 

could give you more examples, but you get the idea.  

So, as we engage the topic of mental health I want to walk 

cautiously as to not throw labels around and make wide 

sweeping statements.  After all, we are talking about people 

created in the image of God.  And placing labels upon people 

diminishes them and creates distance between us and 

them.  "Us" and "Them" two more labels I'll try to avoid fur-

ther using.  Additionally, I'm not a trained Psychologist or 

Therapist so I don't have the expertise to make a diagno-

sis.      

As we move forward, I am very proud to see how we are re-

sponding to and stepping forward to embrace the perceived 

needs within our congregation and community surrounding 

mental health issues.  It has continued to give me assurance 

that God has indeed called us to step out in faith and see 

where He will lead us to become even more than what we 

have been.  Which has been a place that has already done 

much to raise awareness and fight to remove stigma.  

I was asked recently about if there was a person in my family 

with mental health issues, I had to pause and reflect upon it 
(continued on page 2) 
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more deeply.  Because while I could answer yes, I did not know 

what specifically it was they dealt with.  While I reflected, I 

tried to recall where mental health has crossed my path.  I re-

call as a child knowing that members of one branch in the fam-

ily had been in a mental institution.  This was not spoken of in 

a kind manner, and I don't recall ever meeting them.  Only 

hearing people talk about them.  

I had family members who committed suicide as well, when I 

was young. I don't recall how many specifically as, cause of 

death was not always shared with children.   I had family mem-

bers who self-medicated to deal with issues of life.  I had family 

members who could not function to hold down any kind of 

steady job. I'm sure if I asked around I'd find out a whole lot 

more than I remember.  

When my parents divorced they took us to see a counselor.  I 

went just the one time, while some of my siblings went regular-

ly.  In high school I had perhaps 8 friends who spent some 

time in Pine Rest.  Some spoke openly about it, others did 

not.  As parents, we went as a family after we made some big 

moves across the country.  Other times we took our kids after 

specific incidents occurred.  

My sister married and later divorced a man who was diag-

nosed, but would not take his meds as needed.  I have nieces 

and nephews that are currently taking medication or have in 

the past, to address their mental health needs. 

If I throw in all those family members who struggle with bouts 

of anxiousness, mood swings, feelings of being overwhelmed, 

or those with addictions, I'd be here a long time.  If I began to 

add any in congregations I've served, I don't know that I'd have 

the memory to recall all but the most severe ones.  

Until I sat down to think about it, it had never occurred to me 

(continued from page 1) 
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We thank the previous Deacons for their com-

mitment to transparency in reporting to the 

congregation our financial needs.  With this in 

mind we are reporting:  

    FINANCIAL INFORMATION thru 5/31/19  

    ACTUAL     BUDGETED 

offerings - General fund  $134,175.34    $154,855.10 

spending - General fund  $148,097.93    $154,855.10 

offerings - Missions   $    8,557.00    $    8,343.75 

Spending appears to be lower at this time of year but 
does not reflect the one-time expenses that come up later 
in the year.  However, giving is behind and reflects some 
bad weather in early months of 2019, we are not catching 
up in giving. 

The goal of the deacons is to report all monies in and out 
in a format that is easier to understand. We are using our 
in-house accounting program to be more helpful with re-
ports that will enable us to forecast and report to the con-
gregation our financial position. 

We are awaiting the determination for the Flourishing 
Church Grant for our projects, now that summer is upon 
us, there will be no formal meeting for July but we will 
strive to keep everyone informed of our financial status.  
We are in the process of waiting on the architect in regard 
to the steeple.  God grant us patience as we are waiting. 

As Deacons it is our responsibility to keep the congrega-

tion informed and transparent in our actions.  We hope we 

are meeting this goal.  We are trusting God to guide us 

and you to help us in our mission as deacons.  Thank you 

from the deacons and please feel free to ask any of us if 

you have questions about our processes.  

Dennis Dahl, Bonnie Gouine, Stephy Grotenhuis, Neil 

Flanders, Gary Hedrick and Ken Vanderstelt 
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Memorial Garden Bricks 
 

If you would like to place a brick in the memorial 

garden, please pick up a form from the sign-up 

table in Fellowship Hall and bring or mail the 

completed form to the office.  Cost of imprinting:  $30.    

Questions?  Ask Gloria Rademaker  (office@ferrychurch.org) 

nect with other parents! Relationships with our 

church family is one way we grow in faith. Donna Ryp-

ma leads; she enjoys encouraging and getting to 

know young families.  Stay and Play is Mondays from 

June 24-July 22 at 10 am-11 am.  Bring a friend! 

Summer time with God 

Summer is a great time to relax, to deepen relation-

ships with friends or families, have adventures, laugh 

together, and create memories.  Check out our 

“Summer time with God” table! (near the library) 

1) Take Out Church (in a….”take out” pizza box) spe-

cifically for vacations.  It includes Travel Time 

Questions, prayers, road trip games, and a re-

minder that Jesus is always with you wherever 

you go! 

2) Beach Time with God (in a sand bucket)-great for 

a day at the beach!  Learn about God’s creation. 

3) Bible Detectives-figure out the Bible characters 

using the clues and decoder. New characters 

each week! 

(Continued from page 9) 
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to be so much a part of life all around me.  I would have put 

more emphasis on the number of trips to the ER for which I 

or others received stitches/staples as being a larger num-

ber.  Which by the way is 5 for myself, and around 5 as a par-

ent.                    

I'm not sharing this to say I get it or I understand.  I'm not 

sharing this to say it's impacted me so that is why I want to 

engage it.  Rather, I want to point out that it is easy to over-

look, hide, or ignore mental health issues.  I'm not sure if I did 

that for a reason or I just let it happen.  But from now on I 

hope to have more courage and intentionality to engage it for 

good when possible. 

So this July, to further engage our congregation and commu-

nity around mental health issues, I will be preaching a sermon 

series in July on I Kings 19.  This is where Elijah flees from Jez-

ebel.  If you’re not familiar with the story you might want to 

also read I Kings 18 ahead of time.  Each week I will connect 

the sermon with part of be nice.  Which is an acronym: No-

tice - Invite - Challenge - Empower.  There will be a survey 

handed out prior to the sermon series and one after it.  I am 

doing this to be able to measure the impact it is able to 

have.  So, please fill those out.  

We are also working to have trainings take place during the 

month for all to continue to grow in their knowledge and 

skills to reach out and assist someone they notice might need 

someone to come alongside them.  So, whether you have been 

impacted personally or you are just seeing the growing need 

arise in our world today, I encourage you to first pray about 

how God is guiding us to continue to address the issues so 

many face.  Second, pray for those impacted in our church, 

our community and everywhere to seek and receive needed 

help.  Third, pray that God will help us to learn and imple-

ment the steps of be nice. and make a difference for 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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        Pastor Leighton 

good.  Finally, to pray about who might need to be invited 

to join us for the sermon series or other events. 

As we go forward, I want to return us to our Vision for 

Ferry.  Reaching up to God & reaching out to people.  I see 

this as where God, who we are continuously reaching up to, 

is calling us to reach out at this time and place.  And He is 

with us every step of the way as we faithfully follow after His 

leading.   

(Continued from page 3) 

VOMO Trial has Ended 

We tried something new to see if it would benefit our 

church volunteers.  It did not actually work the way we 

thought it would.  So, half of what we hoped it would do 

for us, did not happen.  The other reason to try it, to get 

better sign ups, we really did not have a chance to test, but 

did not think it was worth keeping unless it did all we want-

ed it to do.   

So, we have cancelled it.  If you did sign up, you may still be 

able to keep your account as a volunteer.  But there are few 

organizations in our area at this time in which to volun-

teer.   

We are still committed to helping our volunteers know what 

they are signing up for and get reminders to help them be 

prepared for their turn or event.  We will keep looking to 

find something that helps us do that well.  We will search 

this summer and look to try something in the fall if we 

can.   

Thanks all who did sign up and help us evaluate this op-

tion.  Your participation helped us evaluate it and we appre-

ciate that very much.   
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In June, 7 senior high students spent a week serving 

God and their neighbor in DeMotte, Indiana.  

They worked with 30 other students from 

churches in Texas, Florida, and Iowa to fix up 

low income homes, stack wood, and work in food 

pantries.  Our girls built relationships with other 

Christian teens, and were challenged to follow Christ 

in a new way. 

JUMP Journeys! 

Take a journey (field trip) in the White Lake area to 

see or experience something new!  What 

can we learn about God and his creation, 

and how can this deepen our faith?  We 

will talk about these questions over a 

snack break on our field trip. JUMP Journeys are for 

elementary age students and their families, and 

there is no cost. Parents or grandparents welcome 

to come! 

We start July 10-31, from noon to 4 pm, transpor-

tation provided.  One Journey will be to Lewis Farms, 

other sites to be announced. 

Stay and Play Mondays  

All families with children Pre-K and young-

er are invited to Stay and Play for sto-

ries, snacks, playground time, and to con-
(Continued on page 10) 
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SOUND BOARD  
07  Mark Grotenhuis 

14  Jeff Cherry 

21  Josh Fredenburg 

28  Brian Normandin 

POWERPOINT  
  07  Casey Lownds 

  14  Lizzy Cherry 

  21  Ryan Springer 

  28  Ann Jeffries A
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  VIDEO  
  07  Griffin Lownds 

  14  Emma Weesies 

  21  Isabelle Auch 

  28  Tony Moulds 

NURSERY  
07  Nick & Katie Bultema 

14  Amanda Holman & Stephy Grotenhuis 

21  Brian & Sarah Balon 

28  Dawn & Izzy Auch 

coffee preparers/servers  cookies/snacks providers 

07  Roger & Joan Grasman  07  Renée Cherry & 

      Chris DeRose 

14  Rich & Marilyn Breuker  14  Bonnie Gouine & 

      Phyllis Zatzke 

21  Tony & Sue Moulds   21  Michelle Hamann & 

      Alan & Amy Weesies  

28  Lynn & Ike Nelson   28  Barb Paton 
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If we have missed 
your birthday or anniversary,  

please call Gloria in the church office  
(894-9415) or email:  

grademaker@ferrychurch.org  
and provide the missing information.   

   We would like to “recognize” your special date! 

01  Ryan Weesies 

01  Emma Weesies 

05  Amanda Rudat 

06  Andrew Moulds 

11  Lisa McGahan 

12  Scott Schutter 

13  Renée Cherry 

15  Joslynn Jaekel 

16  Brayella Bultema 

21  Margo Fredenburg 

22  Joyce Brownell 

22  Jodie Roesler 

25  Dawn Auch 

25  Carol Witzke 

27  Eric Weesies 

28  Ken Vanderstelt 

29  Elijah Jaekel 

01  Rick & Amanda Holman 

01  Dan & Carmen Huttenga 

09  Dennis & Shirley Dahl 

14  Tom & Kathy Oakes 

26  Eric & Rachel Weesies 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

Mission of the 

Month— 

Food & More  

Program 

1 

 

 

10 am 

Stay & Play 

2  1 pm Prayer 

Shawl Group 

3 

7 9:30 am worship 8 

 

 

10 am 

Stay & Play 

9 1 pm Prayer 

Shawl Group 

10  

 12 noon-4 pm

JUMP Journeys

14 

9:30 am worship 

15 

 

 

10 am 

Stay & Play 

16 1 pm Prayer 

Shawl Group 
 

7 pm Be Nice  

  Action Hour  

17 

 12 noon-4 pm

JUMP Journeys

21 9:30 am worship 

mission of the 

month offering 

 

2 pm Golf Event 

22 

 

 

10 am 

Stay & Play 

“Pray Muskegon” 

23 1 pm Prayer 

Shawl Group 

24 

 12 noon-4 pm

JUMP Journeys

28 

9:30 am worship 

29 30 1 pm Prayer 

Shawl Group 

31 

 12 noon-4 pm

JUMP Journeys
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2019 

“Pray Muskegon” 
the 22nd of each month.  
Covering the County with prayer! 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

4 5 6 

12 noon-4 pm 

Journeys 

11 12 13 

12 noon-4 pm 

Journeys 

18 19 20 

12 noon-4 pm 

Journeys 

25 26 27 

12 noon-4 pm 

Journeys 

   


