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After the Summit: January 21, 7 pm.  

The Speaker will be Juliet Funt - "The Strategic Pause." 

After the Summit is designed for those who missed the 

summit to come and get a taste of what the Summit is 

like.  If you know someone who didn't attend but would 

like to hear Juliet Funt, please invite them to come.  It is 

also a chance for those who attended to get a refresher 

and dive deeper as we discuss the talk and ask how we 

can apply what we learned to our lives. 

Guyana Trip—March 2018  
 

Dear Ferry Church Family,  
 

There will be a team of dental professionals and students 
going to Guyana, South America in March. As many of you 
know, this trip has touched the lives and hearts of so many 
Guyanese people. Guyana is predominantly Muslim and Hin-
du, and we use the dental clinic as a way to share the gospel 
and show Jesus’ love. If you are feeling called to help spon-
sor this trip or want to know more, feel free to talk to me 
and ask questions because I am always happy and excited to 
share about my past trips there. Please keep our team 
in  your prayers as we prepare for the trip and as we travel.  
 

Thank you,  
 

Amy Pecott  
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I remember some years ago now that I had driven in bad weather to be 
somewhere because I wanted to keep my word rather than to can-
cel.  After dropping off what I had come to deliver I got stuck in the 
snow when I backed out of the drive.  So, I got out of the car to see 
how best to get out of the mess I was in.  I was so miffed by getting 
stuck that I didn't think before getting out of the car and I left it in 
gear.  So, when I shut the door the car auto locked the doors.   

There I was locked out of my car in the snow with the engine running 
and no power to change it on my own.  I remember the moment I 
heard the car lock, my heart sank and I wanted to kick myself for what I 
had mistakenly let happen.  After many vain attempts to pick the lock 
or even kill the engine I had to sit and wait for an hour as Brandi drove 
through the snow with the second set of keys to unlock the car, so we 
could then both brave the snow back home.   

I thought this was a good place to reflect upon, one - since we have a 
lot of snow this year, and two - we sometimes do the same thing with 
our financial, physical and spiritual lives.   We think we can handle the 
circumstances around us.  We end up a little stuck and we make the 
problem worse by trying to solve everything all on our own.   

This year when those circumstances that happen around us get us 
frantic and drive us to act quickly and on our own I hope you think 
about whether you are about to get stuck in the snow and end up wast-
ing a lot of time and energy to ultimately still need to wait on others to 
help you out.  And perhaps choose, when possible to wait for and turn 
to others first.   

I'll use our vision statement once again to lay out for you how to re-
spond.  Reaching Up to God and Reaching out to People.  You'll get 
the first part of this I'm sure.  We always should go to God first in deci-
sions and struggles.  We do so in prayer and devotions and wor-
ship.  So, to the degree you can wait to act and repeat those things, 
they will bless you.   

Now the second part, Reaching out to People, I think we all read it only 
one way.  We the Church/people of God are to reach out to oth-
ers.  And while that is true and we should hold that view, there is a sec-

(Continued on page 2) 

Stuck in the Snow  

reaching up to God...reaching out to people 
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ond meaning within that phrase that is equally true.  When we are 
the one in need, we need to reach out to the Church and the people 
of God, our church family to assist us.   

To rephrase this another way.  When we find ourselves stuck rather 
than pull ourselves out by our own boot straps, we should reach up 
to God for help and reach out to people to help us.  We don't need to 
go through struggles alone.   

Some of you will hear this and shake your head and say, of course 
that is what we should do, but others of us that is not so easy.  Ask-
ing for help means we are weak.  Asking for help puts me in debt to 
another.  I would be embarrassed to let people know my strug-
gles.  People will think less of me if they knew this about me.  Etc... 
etc... etc... 

Back to my story.  You see, I was always the one who my friends 
called when they got stuck.  I was the one they called when they 
needed their cars repaired; the one they called to help them 
move.   And I loved knowing I was one who was around to help oth-
ers and that if they indeed did need help called me.  I was good at 
that role.  So for me to seek help made me wonder if they would still 
rely on me for help, since I needed to get help myself.  It made me 
face the dumb decision to keep my word, when I should have de-
layed it.  It caused be to have to stop viewing myself as better than to 
need someone else to help me.   

When the reality is that in regards to the most important thing, our 
standing before God, we have to face that we can do nothing of our 
own to merit earn or purchase forgiveness.  We must rely solely on 
the one who came and died for us.  So we too, if humble enough to 
accept God's love and salvation, should just as freely and humbly 
receive and seek others to help us in this life no matter how small or 
how difficult we may think it to turn to others.  

Let me bring it back to any who may be seeking to make resolutions 
for the new year as well.  If you plan to change your finances this 
year, what makes you think you are an expert and have the answers 
to do it alone?  For those who plan to make a physical/health change 
this year, what makes you better equipped to start now than you 
were a year ago?  For those of you struggling with your spiritual 
walk, how do you plan to be able to do it by yourself?   We need 
each other to encourage, support and challenge each other as we 
strive to know, live and share our faith.  Why do we so often then 
choose to do it alone?          

(Continued from page 1) 

        Pastor Leighton 
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this concern as we can continue to apply it whenever we want.   

Perhaps, I've gone a bit past my original question, so I'll return 
to it. The importance of the events we celebrate is not in the day 
we celebrate them, but in the reasons why we celebrate and the 
things we choose to celebrate.  We will never likely know the 
actual birth date of Jesus, the actual date of the Magi arrival or 
the date of his baptism.  But we remember that they did happen 
and why they matter to our faith.  They serve to unite us and 
build up our faith as we also celebrate the goodness and love of 
our God.  And any occasion to do just that is reason enough to 
gather and worship and have a holy day to the Lord.     

(Continued from page 10) 
 

Sledding Anyone? 
 
We are planning to schedule a church 

sledding event.  We know we have plenty 

of snow this year, but we also have extra low temps.  This 

makes planning far ahead difficult.  So, when we see that the 

temps are closer to freezing we will make plans to go.  This  

        will likely mean very little time to announce the event 

 ahead of time.  We will likely announce it on Sunday  

          morning, post it on our website and Facebook and then   

     go that same day.  So, if you know you would like to come or 

know someone else who would, make sure you tell them to 

keep an eye out for the announcement. 
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Is Dec 25 really Jesus’ Birthday?   

I recently had a conversation about whether Jesus was really 
born on Christmas, if it matters, and why some Christians 
don't celebrate Christmas.  To be honest this might be a long-
er discussion than I will take the time for now.  But the short 
answer is that many of the customs of Christmas, like a tree 
come from German celebrations of another holiday.  But this is 
not exclusive to Christmas.  The same concerns are voiced 
around Easter, Halloween and other Christian celebra-
tions.  And here is why.  (Now keep in mind I'm condensing 
what took place over centuries into what will sound like a quick 
process.)   

After Christianity was made the official religion of the Roman 
empire, State leader and church leaders wanted to unify the 
practices of the church.  That was one reason that counsels 
were called to make decisions on what was the correct way to 
believe and what was heresy.  Additionally, the church calen-
dar year was established.  Dates were selected for the cele-
bration of events in scripture.  Now not all events have a date 
mentioned with them.  However, the church wanted to have a 
time when the event could be recognized and celebrated each 
year.  To help solve this, and the problem of people celebrat-
ing pagan celebrations, the church selected dates on or near 
pagan holidays with the hope to substitute and replace the 
pagan holiday with one of the church.  Some of them were 
more successful than others and we don't have any current 
trappings of the pagan holiday.  Others kept more of the cus-
toms of the pagan holiday and took on new meanings for the 
traditions. 

This discussion about original intent is not exclusive to holi-
days.  It also is made with worship.  Some hold that only 
Psalms may be sung, since that is all that was in scripture. 
Some say no guitars and drums as they come from the bar 
and are secular.  But the same was said about the piano and 
the organ which some take no issue with any longer.  The real 
issue seems to me is whether one believes that we can re-
deem things from the world and use them in the church or not. 
Whether, we have the freedom to eat meat offered to idols, 
since they aren't real.  Or whether we have to refrain because 
of the weaker brother or sister.  There seems to be no end to 

(Continued on page 11) 
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ADULT SUNDAY CLASS—LAYOVER begins a 6 week 
parenting series-Parenting Beyond Your Capacity: Connect 
Your Family to a Wider Community by Carey Nieuwhof and 
Reggie Joiner.  Based on his book, we will be using short 
videos to introduce each week’s topic and jump into thought 
provoking discussion.  All families are welcome, including 
families whose children have left home-we need your voices 
of wisdom and experience! 

A description of the series (from amazon.com):   
When parents and the church work together, the impact 
on kids increases dramatically.  
In Parenting Beyond Y our Capacity, Reggie Joiner and Car-
ey Nieuwhof help parents discover a bigger story in which to 
involve their family, one in which multiple influential voices 
combine in order to tell kids the same thing: that a relation-
ship with God really matters.  

Parenting Beyond Your Capacity can help parents: 
 Invite others to invest in their children to help shape 

and determine the direction of their lives. 
 Create a culture of unconditional love to fuel the emo-

tional and moral health of their children. 
 Tap into the power of quality moments together, 

building a sense of purpose through everyday experi-
ences.  

The Marriage Course 

We are planning to offer the marriage course 
again in Feb.  We had several interested in the 
fall who had schedule conflicts.  If you are inter-

ested in the course sign up and let us know the day of the 
week that works best for you.  the course is not an indication 
that you are in crisis, but rather want to invest and improve 
your marriage.  The course will be seven weeks and last 
roughly two hours each session.  Meals will be a part of the 
course. There is homework, but you never have to discuss 
things with anyone but your spouse.  More questions see Pas-
tor Leighton.    
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COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME VOLUNTEERS FOR JANUARY 
 

coffee preparers/servers  cookies/snacks providers 

07  Jeff & Dawn Auch         07  Bonnie Gouine & Phyllis Zatzke  

14  Lois Brinks &          14  Michelle Hamann & 
 Carol Brand-Twa        Alan, Amy, & Emma Weesies 

21  Rich & Marilyn Breuker           21  Lynn Ramthun & Rachel Weesies 

28  Mark & Diane Levandowski     28  Renée Cherry & Chris DeRose 

Coming up… 

Delicious sub sandwiches in time 
for Super Bowl Sunday!  Fresh 
cheese from Gibbsville Cheese in Wisconsin, tasty meat 

and fresh buns from Macs Meats in 
Rothbury.  All proceeds go to help 
sr. high students attend GENESIS in 

March and the summer mission trip.  Look in your bulletin 
for an order form or see the Bowlings. 

Wednesday evening programs for  children and youth 
resume January 10!  Ages Pre-K through high school are 
welcome from 6-7:30 pm on Wednesday evenings to grow 
in faith and deeper in love with Jesus!  Friends are wel-
come—you don’t need to know about the Bible to come. 

GENESIS-Sr. High, sign up for GENESIS soon, spots are 
filling up!  Spend a weekend with 1000 other Christian 
high school students March 9-11 up at the Grand Traverse 
Resort in Traverse City. Worship Honestly, Connect Rela-
tionally, Grow Spiritually, Serve Intentionally, and Play!  
Cost to go is $150, sign up at genesisevent.org, and give 
Pastor Amy a $50 deposit. 
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Rained out? Snowed in?   
If severe weather causes us to 
cancel activities at Ferry Memorial, 
we will contact WZZM13 and 
WOOD-TV8 to list the cancellation 
on the air.  We will also post to our 
Facebook Page. 

2nd Annual 

 

 
Sunday, February 11, 5 pm 

Compete in FMRC’s second annual Chili Cook-off!  

Come to eat scrumptious chili, and vote for your favorites! 

Church Directory 

In addition to the print directory we have  web link that you 
can use to access the directory as well:  https://
mobiledirectory.lifetouch.com/315389/ferry-memorial-
reformed-church 

You will need the link and the password to have access to the 
information.  You can call the office, as we do not want to 
make this available to the general public.  You can access this 
on a computer, mobile device or tablet.  If you have any addi-
tional concerns about your information let the office know as 
we can restrict what is shared even further.   
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02  Seth Cherry 

07  Ava Crow 

07  Brittany McGee 

07  Amy Pecott 

07  Laura Ritchie 

08  Doris Wolting 

10  Daryl Hoeksema 

11  Ron Aulerich 

13  Janice Proctor 

14  Rachel Houtteman 

14  Dave Vermeulen 

GREETERS AT THE DOORS 
 

North entrance:  Karl DeWitt 
South  & East entrances:  Ross & Debbie Falkowski 
 

Thank you for offering a welcoming hand and smile as we 
come to worship the Lord. 

05  Steve & Jen Weesies 

10  Larry & Holly VanderPlaats 

21  Josh & Rachael Fredenburg 

21  Kevin & Lynn Ramthun 

16  Marilyn McCoy 

18  Casey Lownds 

18  Bea Vanderstelt 

18  Mary Vermeulen 

19  Morgan DeRose 

19  Dolly Wantuch 

24  Ashley Pecott 

27  Jeanne Near 

28  Shirley Dahl 

29  Sharon Ransom 

30  Lois Brinks 
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January Volunteers! 

 NURSERY  
 07  Scott & Angie Schutter, Amanda Johnson 

 14  Janice Proctor, Ann Beishuizen 

 21  Brian & Sarah Balon 

 28  Kevin & Lynn Ramthun family 
  

SOUND BOARD  
  07  Jeff Auch 

  14  Roger Grasman 

  21  Mark Grotenhuis  

  28  Jeff Cherry 

POWERPOINT  
  07  Ann Jeffries 

  14  Ryan Springer  

  21  Casey Lownds  

  28  Lizzy Cherry A
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  VIDEO  
  07  Isabelle Auch 

  14  Tony Moulds 

  21  Griffin Lownds  

  28  Trent Grasak 

Children’s Church 
07  Gina & Rachel Houtteman  (lesson 5) 
14  Diane Levandowski, Shelley Berson  (lesson 6) 
21  Pastor Amy, Allison Tate (lesson 7) 
28  Ann Beishuizen, Joyce Brownell  (lesson 8) 



Ferry Log - 6 

Sunday MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

 1 

 

2 3 

No events 

7   9:30 am worship 

with communion 

10:45 am classes  

8 9  

 

10 am Bible Study 

1 pm Prayer Shawls 

6:30 pm  Stephen 

Ministry Supervision 

10  

All events 6-7:30 pm:

J.U.M.P. 

S.O.S. 

Sr. High 

Alpha 

14 

  9:30 am worship 

10:45 am classes  

15 

6:30 pm Financial 

Peace University 

begins 

16  

10 am Bible Study 

1 pm Prayer Shawls 

Consistory 

17 

All events 6-7:30 pm:

J.U.M.P. 

S.O.S. 

Sr. High 

21  9:30 am worship 

Mission of month 

offering 

10:45 am classes  

7 pm After the Sum-

mit 

22 

6:30 pm Financial 

Peace University  

23  

10 am Bible Study 

1 pm Prayer Shawls 

24 

All events 6-7:30 pm:

J.U.M.P. 

S.O.S. 

Sr. High 

Alpha 

28 

  9:30 am worship 

10:45 am classes  

29 

6:30 pm Financial 

Peace University  

30 

 10 am Bible Study 

1 pm Prayer Shawls 

31 

All events 6-7:30 pm:

J.U.M.P. 

S.O.S. 

Sr. High 
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

4 

7 pm Men at Peace  

5 6 

Fellowship Hall re-

served 

-7:30 pm: 

11 12 13 

-7:30 pm: 

18 

7 pm Men at Peace  

19 20 

-7:30 pm: 

25 26 27 

-7:30 pm: 

   

Mission of the Month 

 

New Era Christian School 


