RCA Vision 2020
We shared a Survey in the last several weeks from the Vision
2020 Group. We received several questions about what the
group was and what the survey was about. While information
about the group has been included in RCA Magazine and Inserts you may have received and also published on the RCA
website, we know most of you may still not be aware of what it
is about. So this is what the RCA has shared is the purpose of
the group.
2020 Vision Group was formed in response to the General Synod 2018 recommendation that a vision group be formed to research and identify strategies and consequences for three possible scenarios for the future of the RCA: staying together, radical reconstituting and reorganization, and grace-filled separation.
The recommendation originated as a proposal by then-interim
general secretary Don Poest, who suggested the vision group in
response to his assessment of deep division in the denomination, including some churches leaving and others threatening to
do so. Plus countless overtures from various sides on crafting
the denomination closer to their own sides objectives. Which
has created a sometimes hostile setting between churches even
in the same classis.
The group is to report back to General Synod in 2020 with their
assessment of each of these three options, how they might happen and what might result. The survey sent out is a way for
them to get input from the denomination from all spectrums.
If you are still unclear about what it is Pastor Leighton would
be happy to talk with you one on one or set up a group discussion.
Rev. Leighton Seys, senior pastor
Rev. Amy deGroot Bowling, family and youth pastor
Rev. Nick Bowling, family and youth pastor
Gloria Rademaker, editor / deadline for next issue - February 18
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Belonging
I shared in December a growing feeling and desire to focus on mental health in the new
year. And already just weeks into the new year
opportunities to learn and explore what God
might be preparing for Ferry to do are presenting themselves. During the January Series Erik
W. Carter spoke about people with disabilities in the
church. Yes that is a larger group than just those with
mental health concerns, but it includes them. You can
listen to the audio at https://livestream.com/calvincollege/tjsaudio/videos/185954111
In his presentation, he talked about
ten areas of need that people have
to feel like they belong. This idea
can apply far beyond any one
group. Much of the ten you could
probably get together in a group of
3 or 4 and come up with. But one
of them took me completely by surprise. The need to feel needed. It really shouldn't have
but it was just not what I was expecting.
So often, the focus is on what we do for those with a
disability that I didn't think about this aspect. Not that
I don't think they have things to contribute, but I just
didn't think about making them feel needed by us. I
have known this for our youth, or volunteers and other
(continued on page 2)
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reaching up to God...reaching out to people

(continued from page 1)

groups within the church, but overlooked it here. So,
I'm exploring how I can do this for our lent season. How can we help people feel needed and specifically in worship.
The second event is still to come. The RCA, Kent and
Ottawa county mental health are partnering to do four
church and mental health training events. Myself, two
deacons, one elder and two other members of Ferry will
be attending this event on February 19. (This training
will focus on: education of mental illness awareness
and suicide prevention utilizing the "be nice" Faith
training booklet as the application model and 1 Kings
19 as the scripture lesson. Followed by implementation, sustaining the education tool and culture in
the congregation and learning about local resources for
professional treatment.)
This event falls when we normally have consistory, but
we are moving that to make sure we make this a priority for us to learn more. Two of the things that I hear
most often are to raise awareness and fight stigma. I
think we have been doing that in some measure at Ferry
as we are willing to share those as prayer requests and
to watch the support that is shared among us when they
are shared. So, I'm asking what is next? And I'm hopeful that this is one step closer to seeing what might be
God's call for us to do and be as we reach out to others
with disabilities and mental health needs.

Pastor Leighton
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SILENT
AUCTION

&

February 17  5-7 pm
This year our chili cook-off will also be a fundraiser event for
those going on the Hungary mission trip. Our hope is to offset
the costs of ground transportation, guides, gifts to our sister
churches and to help plan for unexpected things that might
arise. Money raised will not be for one person specifically,
but be for the group expenses.
So this year we ask that you sign up to enter the chili contest,
so we can make sure that we have plenty of chili to be able to
open the event up to the whole community. All chili styles are
welcome. We will also plan to have non chili options available. To vote for your favorite chili you will just place your
donation in the canister next to that chili and the one that raises the most funds will be the winner.
Along with the chili cook-off there will be a silent auction. If
you would like to support the trip but don't make chili you can
donate an item or service that we can auction off. Boat trip,
dinner, art, snow removal, craft items, etc. You can donate
them with or without a reserve. For example if you want to
donate a fishing trip, but want to ensure that cost for live bait
is covered, you can set a reserve for you to receive to cover
that cost and all money above that will go towards the trip.

Donated items may be brought to the Friendship House, and
those donating services may simply fill out a form and pass on
to Dan Proctor, Pastor Leighton, or Pastor Amy. You will be
able to bid on the silent auction items in person or by
phone. So if you really want an item you can call or text to
find out status of a bid and be able to raise your bid. Bids will
close at 7:30 pm. Winners not present will be contacted.
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Steeple Spire Update~

(Continued from page 4)

you know and trust-that happens best in real life. And
God uses us to help each other grow, to encourage, to
challenge, to love and care for. Praise God for each
other!
JUMP is learning and growing in knowledge
and love of Christ each week! The kids have
been learning how God cares for them, and
how they can live each day for Christ. Recently, the hands on service projects have included a birdfeeder and artwork to share.

We have received the funds for the construction of the new steeple from our insurance
company. The company that will be doing
the fabrication is Shoreline Sheetmetal and
Fabrication out of Muskegon. Tridon will be project
manager to over see the project. We would like to see
the project started in the spring. We will keep the congregation updated in the up coming months. Thanks
for your patience. Neil Flanders

Schedule of
Chapters
2019

Sr. High Summer mission trip
to Roselawn, IN June 22-29
Serve God and your neighbor for a week,
working on low income homes and food
pantries! Meet other Christian kids from
around the US and Canada, and grow in your faith
through a challenging speaker and awesome praise
and worship! Cost to go $325 before March 31, $50
after
that.
Sign
up
online-link
on
www.ferrychurch.org, go to the youth page.

Thank you for your support of the Sub sandwich
fundraiser! All pr oceeds will go to help the sr . high
youth go on the summer mission trip!
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- Story Recap 3 - No SS
- Story Recap 4 - No SS
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Who is Jonah, and what can we learn from his story?
The SOS and sr. high groups have
been studying the short book of Jonah. What can we learn about God and ourselves from
this book? Though Jonah was disobedient to God’s call,
God was merciful to Jonah and spared his life. In Chapter 2, Jonah sits alone in the belly of the whale-our kids
went in a dark, cold basement room to experience what
Jonah experienced in the belly of the whale (minus the
fish smell!). The kids felt “scared” “alone” “cold” “dark”
and “lost”.
What did Jonah do in the belly of the whale? He prayed
to God.
We will all feel scared, alone, in the dark, and lost at
times. What is our response? To pray. God never left Jonah, and God will never leave us.
February 13, Dating and Marriage panel
We are an intentionally intergenerational church, which is
a gift from God! Three married couples (Falkowskis,
Dusenberrys and one other) from Ferry will talk to the
middle school and high school students about dating and
marriage. How did they meet? Why did they get married? What difference does Christ make in a marriage?
February’s Dating and Marriage panel is one of thr ee
panels we hope to offer this spring. Why? To connect
kids to adults in large and small ways, and to hear real
life answers from adults. Researcher Kara Powell commented, “you can download great preaching, but you cannot download great mentoring”. Her point is, we have
access to a lot of great things online, but “mentoring”,
forming relationships with adults, hearing from adults

KISSED
Sitting on God’s footstool I am still,
Embracing the heart of his will.
The sweetest breath of life blows
A kiss from my beloved, and of this arose.

My timeless beauty desires for us to meet
For his love plan loudly beats.
Reflected in God’s face
Burned mercy and grace.
Hope swells with nose to heaven,
Where my love shines
Of peace; the harmony for all times.
Oh dear Revealer,
Keep us nearer, your hearers
To see the cross on Calvary.
It is Jesus Christ that we face
Our undeserved grace.
An infinite goodness is coming
What is yet to be
Is coming—is coming for me.
Joan Grasman

(Continued on page 10)
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NURSERY

03
10
17
24

Joyce Brownell, Braylyn Bultema
Rich & Gina Houtteman family
Kevin & Lynn Ramthun family
Matt & Lindsay DeRose family

Audio Visual Teams

SOUND BOARD

03
10
17
24

Brian Normandin
Jeff Cherry
Mark Grotenhuis
Jeff Cherry
VIDEO

03
10
17
24

POWERPOINT

03
10
17
24

Ann Jeffries
Ryan Springer
Casey Lownds
Lizzy Cherry

Isabelle Auch
Tony Moulds
Griffin Lownds
Emma Weesies

Children’s Church

03
10
17
24

Renée Cherry family
Lindsay DeRose family
NO Children’s Church (mid-winter break)
, Rachel Houtteman

01
02
04
05
05
06
08
09
10
11
12
13
13
14
14

Joan Morgan
Susan Tate
Calvin Bowling
Ross Falkowski
Grady Hamann
Kathy Oakes
Gord Sikkenga
Steve Sikkenga
Ethan Schutter
Greta Auch
Mary Brower
Debbie Falkowski
Barb Magee
Adam Falkowski
Natalie Reid

16
17
17
17
17
17
17
18
19
21
24
25
25
28

18 Ken & Bea Vanderstelt
20 Rich & Dianne Weesies
22 Don & Jeanne Rypma

coffee preparers/servers
03 Roger & Joan Grasman
10 Tony & Sue Moulds
Financials Report
We will include the 2018 year-end report and
January 2019 report in the bulletin within the
next few weeks. Thank you for your patience.
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Sidney Smit
Dennis Dahl
Eli Fredenburg
Collin Mahan
Lauren McGahan
Jodi Neino
Ike Nelson
Deann Falkowski
Lizzy Cherry
Julie Knoester
Susan Kelly
Braylyn Bultema
Brayden Bultema
Doris DeVries

17 Dan & Janice Proctor
24 Gary & Sharon Ransom

cookies/snacks providers
03 Margaret Amstutz
10 Katie Bultema &
Donna Rypma
17 Renée Cherry &
Chris DeRose
24 Bonnie Gouine &
Phyllis Zatzke
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2 sub-making
9:45 am Handbell
rehearsal

3
9:30 am Worship
with communion
10:45 am classes

4

5
6
10 am Bible Study all 6-7:30
7:30 pm:
1 pm Prayer Shawl J.U.M.P.
S.O.S.
Sr. High

7 10 am Women’s
8
Study
7 pm Men at Peace

9
9:45 am Handbell
rehearsal

10
9:30 am Worship
10:45 am classes

11

12
10 am Bible Study
1 pm Prayer Shawl
6:30 pm Stephen
Ministry
8 pm Elders

13
all 6-7:30
7:30 pm:
J.U.M.P.
S.O.S.
Sr. High

14
10 am Women’s
Study
6 pm Marriage
Course

16
9:45 am Handbell
rehearsal

19
10 am Bible Study
1 pm Prayer Shawl
6 pm ‘Be Nice’
Mental Health
Training

20
all 6-7:30
7:30 pm:
J.U.M.P.
S.O.S.
Sr. High

21
22
10 am Women’s
Study
6 pm Marriage
Course
7 pm Men at Peace

17
9:30 am Worship
10:45 am classes

18

Chili
Cook-Off
24
9:30 am Worship
10:45 am classes

25
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26
27
10 am Bible Study all 6-7:30
7:30 pm:
1 pm Prayer Shawl J.U.M.P.
S.O.S.
Sr. High

28
10 am Women’s
Study
6 pm Marriage
Course

15

11 am Fellowship
Hall reserved
23
9:45 am Handbell
rehearsal

Consistory Retreat

“Pray Muskegon”
the 22nd of each month.
Ferry Log - 7the County with prayer!
Covering

