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navigate the technology. 
God created us for community, and to live lives of gratitude (1 
Thessalonians 5:18-give thanks in all circumstances!).  
1) Use technology to set up times where you can meet friends face 
to face.  Take a break from your phone, ban it from the dinner ta-
ble and talk to the people around you. 
2) Being aware and grateful for what we have lessens our fear of 

missing out.  Being grateful insulates us from feeling our lives 
aren’t as fun, exciting or great as others’ lives appear to be on so-
cial media.            Pastor Amy 

(Continued from page 7) 

GENERAL FUND FINANCIALS for JAN 1-DEC 31 2019 

Income  ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE 

Offerings  $346,485.01 $370,522.53 $  24,037.52 

Pmts for goods  $          0.00 $    1,000.00 $    1,000.00 

Interest income $       101.76 $       100.00 $          (1.76) 

Amazon Smile $         73.83  

Total Income: $346,660.60 $371,622.53 $  25,035.76 

Expense 
Office costs  $    6,803.75 $  10,200.00 $    3,396.25 

Payroll expense $         84.00 $  $         84.00 

Outreach  $  20,718.13 $  23,090.00 $    2,371.87 

Senior pastor  $101,061.14 $111,618.024 $  10,556.88 

Associate pastors $105,442.34 $106,040.75 $       598.41 

Personnel   $  67,879.43 $  69,073.36 $    1,193.93 
  (ministry support)    
Property  $  30,192.81 $  47,150.00 $  16,957.19 

Worship/Church life $    6,661.75 $    4,450.00 $   (2,211.75) 

Total Expense: $338,843.35 $371,622.13 $  32,778.78 

Net Income:  $    7,817.25 

Conclusion on report:    Undergiven by $25,035.76.   6.73% 

           Underspent by $32,778.78.   8.83% 

It is the Deacon Board’s responsibility to be transparent & to 
keep the congregation informed. We are trusting God to guide 
us. Please feel free to bring your questions to the deacons. 
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Ephesians 5:1-2  “Therefore be imitators of God, as 
beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also 
loved you and gave himself up for us, an offering and 
a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.” 
1 Corinthians 11:1  “Be imitators of me, just as I also 
am of Christ.” 

One of the few movies I have watched more than once is 
Groundhog Day.  In fact I just watched it again in Decem-
ber.  I was in a hotel trying to find something to watch and 
there it was.  So, I stopped on the channel and watched it 
again, already knowing every moment of this single day, 
played out over and over again.  

I know many people will 
watch movies multiple 
times, but I don't have 
many that I ever watch 
again.  I'd say it's less than 
a dozen.  So, then why 
this one?  I think this 
movie is a great mirror of 
life.  Most of us start out 
simply focused on our-
selves.  We are just out for 
what is best for us.  If it 
doesn't benefit me, I don't 
have time for it.  But as we go through life and we make mis-
takes we can either repeat them or learn from them. 

Phil takes a wild journey from selfishness to despair to love 
(continued on page 2) 
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“What would you do if you were 
stuck in one place and every day 
was exactly the same and nothing 

that you did mattered?” 
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        Pastor Leighton 

for others and finally for himself.  It is this redemptive 
story that draws me in again and again.  The mistakes 
that build and build that eventually lead to selflessness 
and love.  And along the way I go from laughing at Phil 
to loving who he becomes. 

I know this movie is not about the Christian faith, but I 
would love to see it as a reflection of what we as Chris-
tians are to become.  We are to become like Christ.  To 
do and act out of love for others. We are called to imitate 
Christ.  We are to become a way for people to know God 
and know His love for them.  We are to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus. 

I see that change happen in this movie for Phil.  He be-
comes a servant of all.  He takes his pleasure from bless-
ing others.  And in that I see a model of love that is pow-
erful and possible for anyone to become.  And if Phil and 
Paul, and Peter, and any other disciples can change in so 
great a way, then no one is beyond the power of God's 
love, mercy and grace to be changed.  And we too should 
hope to be listed among those whom God has loved and 
who love greatly in response to that love.    

(Continued from page 1) 

 
 

  North Entrance:  Lar ry & Holly VanderPlaats 

  South & East Entrances:  Tony & Sue Moulds 

Thanks for being the welcoming smiles as we come to  
worship the Lord. 
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“You should definitely get your kid a phone by the middle of 7th 
grade.”  This was the real life advice Ferry middle school kids gave 
when I asked at what age I should get my own kids a phone.  
In a larger discussion about how we solve problems as Christians, 
the kids listed “phone related drama” as one of the top 3 issues kids 
their age face.  This may seem trivial to you, but consider that teen 
drama is no longer left at school when one goes home; with a 
phone in their hand, kids don’t get a break, and it is relentless. 
Well, why not just put the phone down? And really, this question 
might be asked of any age, not just teens. 
“I check my phone, because I don’t want to miss out”, said one stu-
dent.  In middle/high school (and even into adulthood?), as kids are 
figuring out what belonging means, figuring out who they are-not 
being invited, not knowing what your friends are up to, not being 
included feels earth shattering. 
There is actually a term for this: FoMO (Fear of missing out). Fo-
Mo was added to the 2013 Oxford Dictionary. 
In an article published in Time.com, Eric Barker cites a study about 
FoMo. 
FoMO is ‘‘‘The uneasy and sometimes all-consuming feeling that 
you’re missing out – that your peers are doing, in the know about, 
or in possession of more or something better than you’. Under this 
framing of FoMO, nearly three quarters of young adults reported 
they experienced the phenomenon.” 
Having constant access to text, and sites such as Instagram and Fa-
cebook provide the ability for us to connect, but they also have the 
ability to reinforce our fears and own unhappiness.  Are people 
having more fun than us? Are people doing things without us?  Am 
I not cool enough to be invited?  And so we check it when we get 
up, scroll during mealtimes, check while driving, last thing before 
bed, because we don’t want to miss out. 
One of Calvin University’s January series presenters, Johan Norb-
erg, pointed out that each generation has been challenged with new 
technology, and has adapted to deal with it.  The invention of the 
car did not mean the end of society, nor the telephone, radio or tele-
vision in the home, as some feared it would.  We adapt. We learn to 

(Continued on page 8) 
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01  Joan Morgan 

02  Susan Tate 

04  Calvin Bowling 

05  Ross Falkowski 

05  Grady Hamann 

06  Kathy Oakes 

08  Gordon Sikkenga 

09  Steve Sikkenga 

10  Ethan Schutter 

11  Greta Auch 

12  Mary Brower 

13  Debbie Falkowski 

13  Barb Magee 

14  Adam Falkowski 

14  Natalie Reid 

16  Sidney Smit 

17  Dennis Dahl 

17  Eli Fredenburg 

17  Collin Mahan 

17  Lauren McGahan 

17  Jodi Neino 

17  Ike Nelson 

18  Deann Falkowski 

19  Lizzy Cherry 

21  Julie Knoester25 

24  Susan Kelly 

25  Braylyn Bultema 

25  Brayden Bultema 

Fellowship Time Volunteers 
coffee preparers/servers  cookies/snacks providers 
02  Gary & Sharon Ransom  02  Renée Cherry &  
      Chris DeRose 
09  Linda Starring &    09  Bonnie Gouine & 
 Doris Hartman   Phyllis Zatzke 
16  Jeff & Dawn Auch   16  Michelle Hamann & 
      Alan & Amy Weesies 
23  Lois Brinks &    23  Barb Paton 
 Carol Brand-Twa 

18  Ken & Bea Vanderstelt 

20  Rich & Dianne Weesies 

22  Don & Jeanne Rypma 
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  VIDEO  
  2  Isabelle Auch 

  9  Tony Moulds 

16  Griffin Lownds 

23  Emma Weesies 

SOUND BOARD  
  2  Josh Fredenburg 

  9  Brian Normandin 

16  Mark Grotenhuis 

23  Jeff Cherry 

POWERPOINT  
  2  Ryan Springer 

  9  Ann Jeffries 

16  Casey Lownds 

23  Owen Weesies 

NURSERY  infants –age 4 

  2  Ann Beishuizen, Janice Proctor, Myla Ramthun 

  9  Misty Jaekel, Lindsay DeRose, Abriana Ramthun 

16  Carissa Biggs, Nick Bultema 

23  Gayle Strasser, Brandi Seys 

 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH  ages 4-8 

  2 Michelle Hamann 

  9  Rachel Weesies 

16  NO children’s church 

23  Ann Beishuizen 
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FE RUA
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

    

2 9:30 am worship 

with communion 

10:45 am  
classes 

3 4  
10 am Bible Study 
1 pm Prayer Shawl  

5  

 
6 pm dinner and 
   family project
6 pm SOS 
6 pm Sr. High

9 9:30 am worship 

 10:45 am classes 

10 

7 pm Fresh Hope 
Group 

11  
10 am Bible Study 
1 pm Prayer Shawl 

12  

6 pm SOS 
6 pm Sr. High

 

16 9:30 am worship  17 18  
10 am Bible Study 
1 pm Prayer Shawl 

Consistory 

19  

6 pm SOS 
6 pm Sr. High

23 9:30 am worship 

10:45 am classes 

5 pm Chili  
Cook-Off 
 

  

24 

7 pm Fresh Hope 
Group 

25  
10 am Bible Study 
1 pm Prayer Shawl 

26  

6 pm SOS 
6 pm Sr. High

 
 
 

Ash Wednesday
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Mission of the Month 

 

Muskegon Rescue Mission UA Y 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 9 am sub making 

1 pm sub order 
pick-up  

6 pm dinner and  
family project 

6 pm SOS 
6 pm Sr. High 

6 10 am Women’s 

Study 
6:15 pm Hand Bell 
Choir 
7 pm Men at Peace 

7 8 

6 pm SOS 
6 pm Sr. High 

13  
10 am Women’s 
Study 
6:15 pm Hand Bell 
Choir 

14 

 

 

Valentine’s Day 

15 

6 pm SOS 
6 pm Sr. High 

20 10 am Women’s 

Study 
6:15 pm Hand Bell 
Choir 
7 pm Men at Peace 

21 22 

6 pm SOS 
6 pm Sr. High 

 
 

Ash Wednesday 

27  
10 am Women’s 
Study 
6:15 pm Hand Bell 
Choir 

28 29 

Consistory Retreat 


