FELLOWSHIP TIME VOLUNTEERS FOR DECEMBER
coffee preparers/servers
cookies/snacks providers
02 Lois Brinks & Carol Brand-Twa 02 church provided cookies
09 Rich & Marilyn Breuker
09 Katie Bultema &
Donna Rypma
16 Roger & Joan Grasman
16 Renée Cherry &
Chris DeRose
23 Tony & Sue Moulds
23 Bonnie Gouine &
Phyllis Zatzke
30 Dan & Janice Proctor
30 Michelle Hamann &
Alan & Amy Weesies
Financials Report Change
When it comes to our financial information,
we believe that we need to be as transparent as possible. We continue to share the
weekly offering, along with the weekly
budget in the bulletin. Then in the Ferry
Log we share a year-to-date report of the
contributions to date and expenses to date through the
last month we have completed. Our desire is to better
reflect our current status. If you have questions regarding finances, please feel free to ask a consistory member.
Jan1– Oct 31
2018

Total
Revenue

Expenditures Income-Outgo

General Fund $ 283,895.04 $ 296,209.67

̶ $12,314.63

Missions

̶ $ 3,765.45

$

11,520.00 $ 15,018.75

Rev. Leighton Seys, senior pastor
Rev. Amy deGroot Bowling, family and youth pastor
Rev. Nick Bowling, family and youth pastor
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Our Story
I had high hopes as we began The Story. I just
was not sure if it was too soon to have the kind
of impact it has the potential to create or if it
might fall short in some way. I also wondered if
we were ready to engage in such a long journey
together.
The feedback I hear week in and week out is overwhelming and encouraging. People are engaging Gods word in a
new and fresh way and are maintaining their reading and
small groups in a way many have not done before. People
have shared stories of family and friends that they are connecting with over the story. They are engaging their faith
beyond Sunday.
What is more, and this is not something you might be able
to see, is the level of challenge I am experiencing is more
than I expected and it is so refreshing. Now, I should explain that. I preached through this series five years
ago. So, I did not anticipate the weekly difficulties would
be greater than when I previously preached them.
But, I am in a different place in life, empty nest, and I am
in a new church. So, everything is a fresh challenge every
week. Sometimes on what to include and exclude, and
sometimes to have the courage to follow the direction I
feel the Spirit lead me. Namely in a vastly different focus
than I preached previously, and often away from the DVD
series study.
Maybe that seems a bit odd to think about. But, here are a
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reaching up to God...reaching out to people

(continued from page 1)

few invites into how my mind works. I don't read books
I've read before, not even as a kid. I know many kids find a
book and have parents read it every night at bedtime. Not
me. I want something new every time. So you might guess
how I struggled when my kids asked me to read the same
book I read the day or even week before.
I also struggle to watch movies I've already seen. If I've
watched it once it will be the same the next time. The one
exception to that is comedies. Funny gags and jokes remain
funny every time. But wondering if the guy gets the girl or
how the good guy will get out of a jam and win the day
seem droll when you know exactly what is gonna happen.
Back to the Bible and The Story. It is the one book I can
read and study that never gets old, but rather gives new life
and hope to me with a fresh reading that is unmatched by
anything else. And what is more, I am beginning to see
some of you start to feel that and long to read more or to
talk about it more than you ever thought you would or
could.
I'm pretty sure that I'm only hearing from a fraction of those
who are experiencing Gods word come alive in a new and
fresh way they had not expected. So, I just wanted to pause
and say Yeah God! He is at work in and among us more
than we can know. So, well done to so many who are rising
to the challenge. Keep it up and see what more God has in
store ahead. And to any who have joined us late, or have
fallen behind I want to encourage you to commit to catching
up with us by the end of the year. After all we will have a
two week break to do some reflecting back on the Story this
far, before we continue.
To that end if you had anything that you hoped I would
have covered but did not, please share those thoughts with
me. I'm sure if you did others did as well and that may be
the Spirit working in you.
One reminder. If you are sick or unable to be with us for

Coming Up:
December 8 & 9, Saturday & Sunday, 6-8 pm:
Journey of Joy.
Free, family friendly 8-scene live nativity is a
journey of joy to find the Christ child. Refreshments, crafts for kids as you await your
tour.
December 17, Monday, 12 noon:
Senior Citizens Christmas Luncheon.
FMRC's Food & More Program offers an annual
Christmas meal. Please join us. Sign up in
Fellowship Hall.
December 22, Saturday, 6-7 pm:
Quiet Christmas.
Not all of us feel joy at Christmastime, particularly if we have lost someone we love. This is a
quieter Christmas service for those who are
grieving. We will sing, read Scripture, and light a
candle in memory of someone we have lost.
December 24, Monday, 6-7 pm:
Family Christmas Eve Service.
All are welcome at this shorter, interactive, child
friendly service. Enjoy the wonder of the Christ
mas story through Scripture and Christmas carols!
December 24, Monday, 11 pm:
Traditional Christmas Eve Service.
Sing carols, hear the Christmas story, and
light candles. At midnight, the old steeple
bell is rung to usher in Christmas Day.

(Continued on page 3)
Ferry Log - 2

Ferry Log - 11

Deuteronomy 29:29 (kjv)
“The secret things belong unto Jehovah our God; but the
things that are revealed belong unto us and our children forever…”
THE STORY OF LIGHT

(Continued from page 2)

the Story, you can watch the live stream or the sermon,
usually by Tuesday, on our website.
God is up to great things in his story, in his world, in our
lives, and all around us. Isn't it a grand Story to know, to
live, and to tell.

Wrapped in the stillness of that first Christmas Eve
Where crisp air awakes the senses *** that make you believe
The eastern star does align its path by God’s decree.
Blazing bright its brilliant light tells: to follow me.
The time was Herod’s, all the people’s plight
And his palace stood proudly in the light.
With the eyes of a serpent he does not see
That under his shadow of death
Lies hidden in secret *** the Holy Breath.

Safety Update

Lying in a feeding trough that brings to mind
An offering to eat this bread and drink this wine
Oh, let the earth open wide *** .
Pour out salvation and righteousness to spout up together;
So, bow low and receive our savior’s feast.
Our wonderful counselor and prince of peace.
SEEK HIM. FIND HIM. PRAISE HIM
Joan Grasman

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
This poem was written to compliment the watercolor on the
old communion table in the narthex. The King James version
of Deuteronomy and Isaiah 45:5 were influences.
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Pastor Leighton

We had concluded much of the work on the safety team
with writing guidelines and procedures towards the end
of the summer. We then had our insurance company do
a review to see if they had any concerns with how we
had worded or addressed things and if there was anything we left out. They felt is was well done and had no
concerns.
We then consulted with the denomination to see if there
was anything that we need to be in compliance with
them. They have not taken any actions that we need to
be aware of and at this point are not addressing these
issues on a Denominational level.
We next sought a lawyer to review it to make sure we
comply with all laws. Some states have regulations on
what Safety or Security mean. We have that to a lawyer
who is reviewing it pro bono. We additionally have
some work to do to post maps in every room in the
church and hope to have much of this work completed
early next year.
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Thanksgiving Food Baskets

Schedule of
Chapters
2018-2019

and Relationships.
This church packs 250 Thanksgiving Baskets each year, and delivers them to our neighbors in need. Many of you donated money, food, or
helped pack and deliver! Praise God!
I see FMRC building relationships and serving our community in small and large ways. God intentionally places
us within families and communities -God calls us to love
and be loved, to serve and to be served. We do this best
when we know each other-and relationships take time
and attention!
Stephen’s Ministry, Men at Peace, Kids Hope, youth ministries-these ministries are all about relationships. Praise
God for volunteers who invest in these relationships!
One example: it takes time for a Kids Hope mentor to
commit to meeting each week with a student for a year. It
is an investment in a child’s life, and is beneficial for a
child because the mentor shows up each week. When
children have a chaotic home life, or have lost a parent,
they need a stable adult presence in their life.
One more relationship story: several years ago, a neighborhood elementary aged student attended FMRC and
was active in youth programs. He moved, and no longer
attended. Fast forward a few years to today; poor choices led to time in jail. Pastor Nick has been visiting him in
jail over the past few months, bringing a copy of The Story, and helping this young man better understand who Jesus is. Being in jail (and missing the birth of his first child)
has helped this young man reevaluate his life, and want a
different path than the one he was going down. He is discovering what it means to live for Jesus.

- Story Recap 3 - No SS
- Story Recap 4 - No SS

God often uses human relationships to lead us to a relationship with Jesus!
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NURSERY

03
19
21
22

14
15
16
19
20
22
22
25
26
26
28
30

Amber Forbes
Cecilia McGahan
Dick Smies
Jeff Near
Lauren Weesies
Logan Holman
Holly VanderPlaats
Evan Weesies
Sloan Biggs
Diane Hedrick
Brady Tate
Elyse Fredenburg

Roger & Joan Grasman
Terry & Ruth Pecott
Brad & Susan Tate
Bill & Julie Knoester

If we have missed
your birthday or anniversary,
please call Gloria in the church office
(894-9415) or email:
grademaker@ferrychurch.org
and provide the missing information.
We would like to “recognize” your special date!
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02
09
16
23
30

Audio Visual Teams

01 Rachael Fredenburg
02 Anje Crow
02 Scott Near
04 Mary Grotenhuis
04 Wanda Lownds
04 Shirley Palmatter
05 Gina Houtteman
06 Lindsay DeRose
06 Brendan Falkowski
09 Carter Crow
10 Jenna Schutter
11 Jerry Brichan
12 Emma Schutter

December Volunteers!

Nick & Katie Bultema family
No Nursery due to Journey of Joy
Dawn & Isabelle Auch
Scott & Angie Schutter, Amanda Johnson
Randy & Carissa Biggs
SOUND BOARD

02 Jeff Cherry
09 Jeff Auch
16 Brian Normandin
23 Mark Grotenhuis
30 Jeff Cherry
POWERPOINT

02
09
16
23
30

Lizzy Cherry
Ryan Springer
Ann Jeffries
Casey Lownds
Lizzy Cherry

VIDEO

02
09
16
23
30

Emma Weesies
Isabelle Auch
Tony Moulds
Griffin Lownds
Emma Weesies

Children’s Church

02 Nick & Katie Bultema family
09 Gina & Rachel Houtteman
16 Eric & Rachel Weesies family
23 & 30 NO Children’s Church—Christmas break

GREETERS AT THE DOORS
North entrance: Dick & Mary Smies
South & East entrances: Bob & Sue Steensma
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Mission of the Month



CHRISTIAN RELIEF

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2 9:30 am Worship
with communion
10:45 am Congregational Meeting

3

4 10 am Bible
Study
1 pm Prayer
Shawls

5 6-7:30
7:30 pm:
SOS
Sr. High

9 9:30 am Worship
10:45 am classes

10

11 10 am Bible
Study
1 pm Prayer
Shawls
6:30 pm Stephen
Ministry

12
6-7:30
7:30 pm:
JUMP
SOS
Sr. High

16 9:30 am Worship 17 12 noon
Senior Citizens
Christmas
Luncheon

18 1 pm Prayer
Shawls

23 9:30 am Worship 24 6 pm Family
No Sunday School
service

25

6-8 pm
Journey of Joy

Consistory

6 6:15 pm Journey of Joy Dress
Rehearsal
7 pm Men at
Peace
13

7

8
6-8 pm
Journey of Joy

14

15

19
6-7:30
7:30 pm:
JUMP
SOS
Sr. High

20 7 pm Men at
Peace

21

22
6 pm Quiet
Christmas

26

27

28

29

11 pm Candlelight
service
30 9:30 am Worship 31
No Sunday School
New Year’s Eve
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“Pray Muskegon” the 22nd of each month.
Covering the County with prayer!
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