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  ACTUAL OFFERINGS BUDGETED 

GENERAL FUND     

Jan 1 – June 30      $150,134.20 $178,862.87 

MISSIONS     

Jan 1 – June 30      $  11,452.62 $   7,225.00 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 01/01 – 06/30/2020 

We arrived safely at the White Lake channel mid-afternoon. 
We'd been on the water almost five hours. I was soaked to 
the skin, and exhausted, as was Harlan. I said (out loud) 
"Thank you, God!"    

So, why did I share this story with my Ferry family? I feel in 
some ways we, as members of Ferry, are in that "self- doubt" 
place, in these strange times. Nothing feels settled. It's hard 
to see where we're heading. It looks a lot safer behind us.  

The waves keep coming. Here is my advice. Cry out to 
God...He will hear you! He will give you hope! 

Donna Rypma 

(Continued from page 7) 

There will be  
NO  

‘Beach Time with God’  
    kits this summer. 

 
 

Supplies were not locally  
available. 
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Our world today is so filled with technology that 
provides for instant communication, instant trav-
el, instant gratification.  It is hard to think about 
waiting months for news to arrive or a letter from 
a loved one far away.   I can travel almost any-
where on the planet in a matter of hours and can 

send a text message or email that arrives in seconds.  So, 
what was it really like to say goodbye to friends and family 
and travel to a new land that you had never seen, and know 
you might never see them ever again?  Now maybe you've 
never spent time thinking about what the past was like.  But 
thinking about it probably still falls short of the reality of 
what it was like.  Try asking a kid to imagine using a rota-
ry phone to call Grandma, and you'll see how hard it is for 
us to comprehend things that are not like our experienc-
es.  Another place where I struggle to wrap my mind 
around what something is like is when it comes to scrip-
tures that speak about when we will see Jesus face to 
face.  I can read the passages, but feel it's like trying to pic-
ture what a phone app does by reading the computer code 
for it.   Paul says this when thinking about the present in 
light of that future time.   

When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put 
the ways of childhood behind me. For now we see only a 
reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to 
face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I 
am fully known. 1 Corinthians 13:11-12. 

I just want to pull out two of the phrases he uses 

(continued on page 2) 
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here.  "Now I know in part, then we shall see face to 
face."  It seems hard to fathom that Paul who encountered 
Jesus only knew in part. He saw Jesus and knew the disci-
ples after all. He may have even been a witness to some mir-
acles Jesus performed.  Paul also wrote most of the new tes-
tament.  He seems to have known a great deal.  But he ad-
mits his knowledge is only partial.   

I find great hope and strength in this passage.  It helps put 
things of today into perspective.  We will only ever really 
know things in part, until we see Jesus.  It also helps me to 
understand why the more I learn the more I realize I have to 
learn.  It reminds me of crayons.  When you get a box of 8 
crayons you think you have every color there is.  Suddenly 
you see someone with a 16 color crayon box and realize you 
only had half of the colors.  Yet, little did you know then that 
there was a box of 152 color still waiting for you out 
there.  Those other colors were already there when you only 
had 8 colors, you just didn't know it yet.  

We know God is up to something good in the world around 
us.   Sometimes we see only part of what good is being 
done.  Like when we regularly help with food baskets, give 
clothes, provide gas, or give a ride to someone in need.  Oth-
er times we feel like we are His direct hands and feet.  Like 
when we see God answer prayer for healing or share in a 
first time profession of faith in Jesus.  Yet, sometime, we 
may struggle to see any kind of good.  It's those times we see 
the same person year in and out with the same issues that 
never seem to get better.  When we pray again and again for 
someone's salvation, but they only seem to get more cold 
hearted towards God.  It's then that remembering that we on-
ly see and know in part and find hope for the here and 
now.  It's then that we realize we are still looking through 
human eyes and will never see it as God does until we see 
Jesus face to face.   

I realize that many of us may be in need of a vision of hope 
for tomorrow.  And living in a pandemic with no certainty of 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Reflections . . . by an Elder 

My husband and I were invited to a wedding in Sheboygan, WI 
a number of years ago. It was the Fourth of July week-end, 
and promised to be a challenging drive with holiday traffic, by 
car. So, Harlan said, no problem, we'll just take our boat 
across  - it would be an adventure! 

So, we packed a cooler, brought clothes for the wedding, and 
away we went. The weather was beautiful, the lake was calm, 
and we made the trip in about two and half hours... perfect! 
The marina in Sheboygan was lovely. We had a great evening 
with friends, went to the wedding the next day, which was 
walking distance from our boat... all was well. 

The next morning, we packed up, and departed for White 
Lake, MI. Again, the weather looked great, another two and a 
half hours, and we'd be back in time for lunch. Until, things be-
gan to change. The waves were starting to build a bit, but we 
were nearly half of the way back. We would have to adjust our 
speed, and put our "tabs" down, to keep the boat steady.  

Then the waves got even bigger, starting to break over (my) 
side of the boat. I grabbed a towel, and wiped my face. After a 
while, I stopped, as my face was raw. And, we weren't even 
close to being back to White Lake. In fact, I could not see any-
thing - except a vast expanse of blue water surrounding us, 
and not another soul in sight. 

I started having doubts...should we have checked the weather 
reports, one more time? Should we have turned around when 
the water started getting rough, and stayed another night in the 
safety of the Sheboygan Harbor? 

But, we had committed -  and now we were going to make this 
journey, together, no matter what. 

Now, you know I was praying hard. As each wave splashed 
over me, I prayed harder! Dear God - let us make it back safe-
ly to land. Nothing fancy. I just wanted to get back to the famil-
iar shoreline of West Michigan. And then I saw it! I saw a 
beautiful ribbon of sand off in the distance - glinting in the mid-
day sunlight. A burst of excitement flooded over me. Yet, we 
were still miles away from that shoreline. But I had hope. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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11  Deb Schutter Jellema 

13  Ken Giddis 

16  Matt DeRose 

17  Tom Johnson 

18  Drew DeRose 

20  Dan Huttenga 

23  Sarah Balon 

23  Bill Knoester 

24  Eliza Bowling 

24  Phyllis Zatzke 

25  Beth Pickard 

26  Roger Grasman 

31  Josh Holman 

31  Clayton Johnson 

02  Nick Moulds 

04  Doreen Bekius 

04  Bonnie Gouine 

04  Aveanna McCoy 

04  Matt Springer 

05  Esther Arnett 

05  Leigh Johnson 

05  Ellen Vander Maas 

07  Tom Oakes 

08  Sharon Barnhardt 

09  Ginny Sytsma 

10  Marilyn Vanden Heuvel 

11  Myla Ramthun 

11  Don Rypma 

01  John & Michelle Hamann 

02  Kevin & Linda Schutter 

03  Roger & Linda Starring 

05  Bern & Donna Doornbos 

05  Dennis & Jodie Roesler 

07  Bern & Karen Bolema 

08  Jim & Ginny Sytsma 

11  Leigh & Maureen Johnson 

11  Dan & Wanda Lownds 

12  Bruce & Susan Kelly 

15  Jerry & Marcia Brichan 

16  Paul & Nicole Grasak 

17  Harlan & Donna Rypma 

18  Nick & Amy Bowling 

19  Don & Barb Poel 

19  Bill & Marilyn Vanden Heuvel 

23  Ron & Doreen Bekius 

25  Tom & Rachelle Johnson 

25  Jim & Sue Morford 

26  Gord & Chris Sikkenga 

27  Rich & Carol Witzke 

30  Ross & Debbie Falkowski 
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        Pastor Leighton 

&  Fami ly  
Super Small Groups Cohort 2020 
 

How do I talk about God with my kids? 

I feel like I should know the Bible more, but I don’t. 

I feel awkward praying out loud with my kids/spouse. 

How can my family grow in faith? 

If you have ever said (or thought) these things, then Super 

Small Groups is for you! 

Later this August, FMRC will be launching a new small 

group for parents, called Super Small Groups! This is one 
(Continued on page 4) 

when it will end is overwhelming in many real ways.  My 
hope was to help you take your focus off today for a mo-
ment and look to a day, that day when we shall behold him 
and be made like him.  We don't need to know every detail 
of what it will be like, we couldn't if we tried.  But we can 
hold to the truth of its certainty.  Now we know only in 
part.  Now we see dimly.   

So take courage and be of good cheer. God is still at work in 
the world around us.  We are still his precious church.  We 
are still loved by God and so is this world.  If we see each 
other this week, or this month, or not until next year, God is 
still with us all.  If we worship in person or online, God is 
still present.  Our circumstances may change from day to 
day, but God is the same yesterday, today and forev-
er.  Soon I hope to see you face to face, but more so, I look 
to the day when we shall all be face to face with Jesus.  That 
is what gives me, and I hope you, great strength for today 
and bright hope for tomorrow.   

(Continued from page 2) 



Ferry Log - 4 

way to support, encourage and equip parents as they raise chil-

dren to know and love Jesus.  We will do this through Bible 

reading, devotions, prayer at home, relationships with other 

parents.  The only requirement is a willingness to learn-no Bi-

ble knowledge necessary! 

This is not “one more thing” to do, but a way to intentionally 

live your faith, to talk in a natural way about God with your 

family, to make faith a regular part of your family’s life.  And 

we hope that God will use the relationships with others in the 

group to help us to grow. 
 

This is for families with kids of all ages, and geared toward 

those with elementary age children and younger.  Because we 

have a lot to learn from experienced parents, older parents will 

be a part of each group. 
 

Super Small Group Cohort details: 

4 month commitment (mid-August-December) 

Do devotions or Bible reading at home with your family (1x a 

week or more)- book provided. 

Meet via online and in person gatherings: 

Because of Covid concerns, super small groups are comprised 

of just 2 families, and 1-2 “experienced” parents (3 families 

total).  These super small groups should meet in person once a 

month to build relationships, see how devotions/faith conver-

sations are going, and talk about any parenting questions. 

The whole Cohort (all small groups) will meet via video chat 

once a month to discuss a chapter of the book Dear Parent, and 

talk about some broader Christian parenting topics. Book pro-

vided. 
 

Where do I sign up?    

Send Nick or Amy an email, we’d love for you to join us.   

(Continued from page 3) 
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