
Ferry Log - 12 

Rev. Leighton Seys, senior pastor 

Rev. Amy de Groot Bowling, family and youth pastor 

Rev. Nick Bowling, family and youth pastor 

Gloria Rademaker, editor / deadline for next issue - August 20 

 
Memorial Garden Bricks 
 

If you would like to place a brick in the memorial 

garden, please pick up a form from the sign-up 

table in Fellowship Hall and bring or mail the 

completed form to the office.  Cost of imprinting:  $30.    

Questions?  Ask Gloria Rademaker  (office@ferrychurch.org) 

Order your copy of The Story today 

As you make plans to journey together with us 

through The Story starting this fall, we want to make 

sure you have a copy to read each week.  You can 

certainly follow along by using the scripture passage 

references to look them all up in your own Bible.  But 

all sermon references will be to the chapter and 

page in The Story. So, if you have your own copy to 

read at home you can also bring with you to church 

to follow along in worship and Sunday School.  We also en-

courage you to give The Story as a gift. 

So, by having everyone sign up for as many copies as they 

want to have/give away, we will be able to get the best possi-

ble prices on them.  There is a hard cover NIV that adults and 

Teens will be using.  Then there will be The Story For Kids that will 

be used for Upper Elementary.  And finally The Story For Chil-

dren, a wonderful picture story book, that will be used for all 

our youngest kids.  This one really makes a great gift to anyone 

with young children.  

Please sign up by August 26th so that we can place the order 

and have them before we begin this September. 
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Perhaps you grew up in the church or 

maybe you came to faith as a teen or 

adult.  You've spent time listening to ser-

mons for years, but every time the pastor 

mentions a book in scripture you have to 

look up where to find it in the table of 

contents, or get the page number from 

the bulletin.  Perhaps you have even set out to read 

the Bible through in a year, but slowly fall behind or 

get bogged down somewhere in the middle and just 

give up.  You know God's Word is important, you just 

need some help for you and your family. 

We know this is true for many people and becoming 

more and more true with each generation.  So, we 

hope to help you change that.  This fall starting in 

September we will begin a nine month church wide 

campaign called "The Story." 

What Is The Story? 

“The Story is an abridged, chronological Bible that 

reads like a novel. There are no verse references, 

and scripture segments are seamlessly woven to-

gether with transition text into a single grand narra-

tive. For those intimidated or overwhelmed by the 

unabridged Bible, The Story helps people understand 

(Continued on page 2) 
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God’s Word more fully and engage with it more eas-

ily. 

Simple, accessible, and easy to use, churches are 

finding The Story a powerful way to engage their 

people in Bible reading like never before. As The Sto-

ry brings the Bible to life, the broad scope of God’s 

message will penetrate hearts.  People of all ages 

will be swept up in the story of God’s love and God’s 

plan for their lives.” 

I used the Story about four years ago and it was a 

great experience.  I also know other RCA churches 

who have done this as well.  Here is what I've seen 

and heard from doing it. 

The Story benefits churches in the arenas of personal 

Biblical literacy, people are actually able to com-

plete their reading of each chapter each week.  

That success helps them to stay engaged and learn 

to see God's Story in a new way. 

The Story benefits family cohesiveness by having all 

members of the family learning the same part of 

God's story the same week. 

The Sermon and all ages of Sunday School will cover 

the same chapter of the story each week. 

When you've learned the same story each week at 

all age levels it helps you have real family discussions 

about what was learned, and helps parents know 

what their kids actually covered in Sunday School. 

The Story benefits church unity.  If everyone is cover-

ing the same story then it makes engaging others 

(Continued from page 1) 
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August Mission of the Month—Audio Scripture Ministries 

 

 

Audio Bibles reliably provide God’s Word in a way that 

engages everyone, from members of non-literate cultures 

halfway across the world to immigrants and the visually 

impaired right here in the United States. 

ASM utilizes durable, solar-charged digital players as well 

as optional field accessories. Players are designed to be 

self-sustaining and to offer great versatility. They are built 

with rugged durability for the most extreme climates.  

Commitment to the Great Commission directs us (ASM) to 

serve others as we: 

 Partner with churches, ministries, and individuals to cre-

ate and distribute audio Scripture and Bible engagement 

resources to communicate the Good News of Jesus. 

 Facilitate production of audio recordings of the Bible in 

each language needed by people groups around the 

world. 

 Distribute, either directly or through other ministries, suita-

bly formatted Scripture recordings among both non-

Christians and Christians, whether living in their homelands 

or elsewhere. 

 Encourage and assist the development of projects for 

audio Scripture recording and/or distribution by indige-

nous and other ministries. 
 

from https://audioscripture.org/ 

Consistory Members Selection: 
Time soon to consider whether or not you are willing and avail-
able to serve as Elder or Deacon. We will begin the process of 
nominations on September 9. Please prayerfully consider if 
God is calling you to serve at this time.   
If you need to withdraw your name from consideration, please 
contact Gloria Rademaker at  office@ferrychurch.org  or put a 
note in her mailbox. 
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enced “grandparent” cooks Ellen VanderMaas and 

Joyce Hoeksema.  They peeled potatoes, laughed and 

learned; more than that, an older and younger genera-

tion connected, forming a small relationship within our 

church family.  God’s design for community is that we 

know and be known, love and be loved within God’s 

family-Praise God for this connection! 
Fishing with “grandparents” 

Still in the works!  Both fishing dates had to be resched-

uled due to rain, so we are looking forward to a fun time 

fishing and connecting kids with Chris Breuker, Dick and 

Mary Smies, and Jim VanderMaas. 

Golf Outing 

In July, 16 people joined us for a golf outing!  People had 

a chance to get to know each other and enjoy God’s 

green creation while golfing.  And they enjoyed a tasty 

cookout together! 

(Continued from page 9) 

BIKE RIDE & ICE CREAM 

I've had several people mention that they would be in-

terested in going for a bike ride with me some time.  So, I 

figured we could make a whole church event out of it.  

Saturday, August 25 @ 8 am we will gather at the Weath-

er Vane and take the Bike Trail north to Country Dairy.  

We will stop there for Ice Cream.   

After ice cream, if any want to continue to ride north to 

Hart you’re welcome to continue.  The rest will head 

back to Montague.   

The first part will be a leisure ride, so kids and 

families are encouraged to join us.  If you 

want to have a support vehicle follow along, 

that's great.  It means that you could also 

just ride half way and catch a ride back af-

ter ice cream.  You could also just drive up 

and meet us for ice cream.  

Any way – Hope to see you then. 
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more natural. Thus the church age groups feel closer 

together as they are on the same journey and not 

doing their own thing. The Story also creates commu-

nity outreach. 

The Story is an easy way for members of the congre-

gation to be able to invite others to join.  Feeling like 

you understand what is happening and where you 

are going gives people a greater sense of 

knowledge and power.  

The Story is a great place to start spiritual conversa-

tions.  The Story makes it easy to invite people to 

church, and engage people in meaningful discus-

sions. “Find your story in God’s story” is a compelling 

invitation. 

It also makes it easy to give away copies to friends 

and neighbors, to any grand kids and neighbor kids, 

and also let the people know it's what we are learn-

ing each week. 

One church of 400 gave away 2000 copies of The 

Story. 

We also know that Sunday School doesn't work for 

everyone, and some people who may want to read 

The Story may not always make it each Sunday.  So, 

our hope is to expand our small groups to be able to 

have a group that fits so that anyone who wishes to 

join one will be able to find one that works for them.  

To start with we will be looking for small group hosts.  

All you need to be able to do is push play on a DVD 

and ask people the questions provided. You don't 

need to know any answers or to create anything 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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 Do you want to volunteer?  Contact: 
  

Greeters:  Shelley Berson (893-6902) 

Coffee Fellowship:  Gloria R. (894-9415) 

Nursery:  Katie Bultema (894-0068) & 

       Lynn Ramthun (557-2942) 

Kids’ Kloset:  Gayle Strasser (760-9842) 

Children’s Church:  Gina Houtteman  (894-4766) 

Sunday School:  Pastor Amy (894-9415) 

        Pastor Leighton 

yourself. Ideal group size would be 8-14.  

You can host in your home, at church or anywhere 

that you feel comfortable.  Please see a pastor or 

sign up at the sign up table.  One point to add.  We 

hope that these small groups will be a great place 

to bring non-church friends to explore God's Story for 

themselves. 

Why do the Story? 

The hope is that a year from now to see people em-

powered in their faith to engage God's Word, en-

gage their friends and neighbors with their faith and 

know and see God at work in your life, your family, 

our church and our community.  We are doing this 

to help each of you reach up to God and reach out 

to people and know that you have all you need to 

do that and help others to do that, again and 

again. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Connecting summer events-updates! 

 

SERVE 

In July, sr. high students (with leaders 

Bonnie Gouine and Pastor Amy) went 

to Niagara, Ontario to spend a week 

serving God and neighbors.  They met 60 other Christian 

high school students from Indiana, Texas and Ontario.  

The kids worked 4 days, and spent an amazing day away 

at Niagara Falls.   

Cassidy Hamann’s favorite worksite was home repair at 

the Hannah House, a maternity home for young women 

and their babies.  “I really liked the directors there.  They 

were so nice, and I really liked what they were doing for 

the women.”  Katie Howard enjoyed the cookout at the 

homeless shelter.  “I spent, like, 2 hours talking to a home-

less lady.  She was really interesting.” 

Other worksites were clearing brush at an all-volunteer 

Christian day camp (Agape Valley), visiting residents at 

Tabor Manor nursing home, pulling up sod and putting in 

a fire pit at a group home for people with disabilities, 

weeding a HUGE garden at Start Me Up Niagara (the 

produce is sold in low income neighborhoods or used in a 

soup kitchen), organizing food at Community Care food 

pantry, and building a goat fence at Red Roof (respite 

care for kids with disabilities). 

Each night we gathered for awesome praise and wor-

ship, and were challenged by the speaker to fully under-

stand God’s love for us.  Then the kids had small group 

discussions after worship, with a chance to share where 

they had seen God at work that day, and talk about 

what God was doing in their lives. 

Thank you for your love, prayers and support of this mis-

sion trip! 
Cooking Class with “grandparents” 

In June, 6 middle school students learned to make meat-

loaf, mashed potatoes, salad and dessert with experi-

(Continued on page 10) 
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02  Nick Moulds 

04  Doreen Bekius 

04  Bonnie Gouine 

04  Avi McCoy 

04  Matt Springer 

05  Esther Arnett 

05  Leigh Johnson 

05  Ellen Vander Maas 

07  Tom Oakes 

08  Sharon Barnhardt 

09  Bailey Hawkins 

09  Ginny Sytsma 

10  Marilyn Vanden Heuvel 

11  Myla Ramthun 

11  Don Rypma 

11  Deb Jellema 

13  Ken Giddis 

16  Matt DeRose 

17  Tom Johnson 

18  Drew Ann DeRose 

23  Sarah Balon 

23  Bill Knoester 

24  Eliza Bowling 

24  Phyllis Zatzke 

25  Beth Pickard 

26  Roger Grasman 

29  Ian Flanders 

31  Josh Holman 

31  Clay Johnson 

01  John & Michelle Hamann 

02  Kevin & Linda Schutter 

03  Roger & Linda Starring 

05  Dennis & Jodie Roesler 

07  Bern & Karen Bolema 

08  Jim & Ginny Sytsma 

11  Leigh & Maureen Johnson 

11  Dan & Wanda Lownds 

12  Bruce & Susan Kelly  

15  Jerry & Marcia Brichan 

16  Paul & Nicole Grasak 

17  Harlan & Donna Rypma 

18  Nick & Amy deGroot Bowling 

19  Don & Barb Poel 

19  Bill & Marilyn Vanden Heuvel 

23  Ron & Doreen Bekius 

25  Tom & Rachelle Johnson 

25  Jim & Susan Morford 

26  Gord & Chris Sikkenga 

27  Jeff & Renée Cherry 

27  Rich & Carol Witzke 

30  Ross & Debbie Falkowski 
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August Volunteers! 

 NURSERY  
 05  Brian & Sarah Balon 

 12  Kevin & Lynn Ramthun 

 19  Randy & Carissa Biggs 

 26  Nick & Katie Bultema family 
  

   SOUND BOARD  
     05  Mark Grotenhuis  

     12  Jeff Cherry 

     19  Jeff Auch 

     26  Brian Normandin 

POWERPOINT  
  05  Casey Lownds 
  12  Lizzy Cherry 

  19  Ryan Springer  

  26  Ann Jeffries A
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  VIDEO  
  05  Griffin Lownds  
  12   

  19  Isabelle Auch 

  26  Tony Moulds 

FELLOWSHIP TIME VOLUNTEERS FOR AUGUST 
 

coffee preparers/servers  cookies/snacks providers 

05  Gary & Sharon Ransom    05  Bonnie Gouine &  

       Phyllis Zatzke 

12  Jeff & Dawn Auch     12  Michelle Hamann & 

       Alan & Amy Weesies  

19  Lois Brinks & Carol Brand-Twa 19  Dave & Beth Pickard 

26  Rich & Marilyn Breuker    26  Lynn Ramthun &  

       Rachel Weesies 

9/02  Mark & Diane Levandowski  9/02  Gord & Chris Sikkenga 
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Mission of the Month 

 

Audio Scriptures 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
   1 

5  
9:30 am Worship 
with Communion 
 
7:30 pm  White 
Lake Music  
Society concert 

6 
 
 
 
7:30 pm  White 
Lake Music  
Society concert 

7 8 

12 
9:30 am Worship  

13 14 15 

19 
9:30 am Worship  

20 21 
 
 

Consistory 

22 

26 
9:30 am Worship  

27 28 29 
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THURSDAY & FRIDAY, AUGUST 9 & 10 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
2 3 4 

9 10 11 

16 
5 pm Back Pack  
Event @ Lebanon 
Lutheran Church 

17 18 

23 24 25 
8 am 
Bike Ride 

30 31  


