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     ACTUAL  BUDGET 
 Actual to 
   budget 

GENERAL FUND      

Income-offerings    $31,247.18 $49,227.00 ―$17,979.82 

Expenses-spending    $39,564.34 $49,359.84 $  9,795.50 

Variance  ―$8,317.16   

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 01/01 – 02/28/2021 

Because we live in a fallen world, fears abound. But it 
will not always be so. God will triumph in the end. 

And even if for a little while we may have to suffer 
grief in various trials (I Peter 1:6), the Lord will be 
there with us to give us strength. Again, David’s great 
Shepherd Psalm affirms this: “Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 

shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”  

I am not saying that it is easy to not be fearful. Be-
lieve me, I’ve had my moments. But the key is not to 
stay there locked in the grips of fear. Instead, realize 
that you have a God who loves you and is so pleased 

when you turn to him. This God will not fail you.  

 

Pastor John Koedyker 

(Continued from page 7) 

If you have any questions regarding this information, 
please contact the deacons:  
   John Smit, chair        Stephy Grotenhuis 
   Ken Vanderstelt, treasurer     Dan Huttenga 
   Peter Warnock 
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Overcoming the Fear Factor  

One of the most prominent human emotions that has 
been on display in the last year or so is fear.  

We were hit with a pandemic that even our best scien-
tists and medical authorities did not fully understand. 

China, Italy, and then our own country, and indeed the 
whole world came into the grips of fear: fear of the 
unknown, fear of death, fear for the future, fear 
caused by layoffs, loss of jobs and loss of income, 

fears of being alone. What can we do? How can we 
cope? How long is this going to last?  

Recently I have been spending a lot of time reading 
through the Psalms. I have always enjoyed the psalms 
ever since I was a young boy. Maybe I went there of-

ten because some Sunday School teacher in my past 
told me they were easy to find in the Bible. “Just open 
your Bible to the very middle and you will find the 
Psalms.” Obviously, I have done that many times and 
with great benefit. 

One of the things that I noticed recently about the 
psalms is that so many of them talk about fear. Many 
of the psalms were written by David, the shepherd 
boy who eventually became the second king of Israel. 
David is an interesting character. Already at a young 

(Continued on page 2) 
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age he had the responsibility of tending his father’s 
sheep. This had to have been an extremely challenging 

task for such a young person! 

The main reason it was a challenging task for David 
was that it was dangerous work. There were many 
things to be afraid of out there all alone on the 
hillsides of Judea. Wild animals threatened attack to 

his flock of sheep almost on a daily basis. Often he 
feared not only for his sheep but for his own life when 
a lion or a bear came near. So, it is no wonder that 
many of David’s psalms talk about fear. But the strik-
ing thing about that is that every time David mentions 

fear, he also mentions his trust in the Lord.  

One of the most familiar examples of this is found in 
Psalm 23. In verse 4, David says, “Even though I walk 
through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil for you 
are with me; your rod and your staff comfort me.”  

As David grew older, he also faced the challenge of 
people, like King Saul, who because of his jealousy of 
David, time and again attempted to kill David. Psalm 
27 begins with these words: “The Lord is my light and 

my salvation -- whom shall I fear? When the wicked 
advance against me to devour me, it is my enemies 
and foes who will stumble and fall. Though an army 
besiege me, my heart will not fear.”  

David certainly faced fearful situations -- much more 

fearful than most of us face. And yet, he always 
turned to God for comfort, assurance and protection.  

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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We live in a world that, in the face of fear, often turns 
in other directions than to God. Usually we turn first 

to friends or family. Some of us may turn to the gov-
ernment, or science or education. But by in large we 
end up battling fear by ourselves. We look for human 
solutions in self-help books or through Google 
searches on the internet. Those sources are not all 

bad. Certainly we can gain a great deal of insight and 
knowledge with their help. But, if you ask me, the 
best source of overcoming our fears is what another 
psalm, Psalm 124:8, says, “Our help is in the name of 
the Lord who made the heavens and the earth.”  

A close friend of mine recently received the news that 
a dear colleague of hers has received the alarming di-
agnosis of stage four colon cancer. Is there anything 
more fearful in our contemporary world than that?  

My friend, upon reading this in an email had two re-
sponses. The first were the words, “Oh, no.” That’s 
understandable. But she followed those words up 
quickly with, “Let’s pray right now.” She knew 
where to turn.  

We live in a world where fearful things happen all the 
time. I recall the words of the third verse of Martin 
Luther’s great hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is our God.” 
“And though this world, with devils filled should 
threaten to undo us, we will not fear for God has 

willed his truth to triumph through us.”  

I love those words because they talk about triumph. 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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  CAMERA  
  4  Tony Moulds 

11  Stephy Grotenhuis 

18  Greta Auch 

25  Stephy Grotenhuis 

SOUND BOARD  
   4  Ryan Springer 

 11  Josh Fredenburg 

 18  Jeff Auch 

 25  Ryan Springer 

POWERPOINT  
  4  Ann Jeffries 

11  Bea Vanderstelt 

18  Dawn Auch 

25  Ann Jeffries 

  BROADCAST  
  4  Stephy Grotenhuis 

11  Naomi Huttenga 

18  Isabelle Auch 

25  Naomi Huttenga 

Scheduled Accompanists: 
  4  Deb Schutter Jellema, Praise Team 
        Carmen Huttenga, Brendan Falkowski 
11  Cheryl Lohman 
18  Carmen Huttenga, Praise Team 
25  Cheryl Lohman 
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13  Vern Peterson 

14  Kobe McCoy 

14  Jeff Steensma 

15  Chris DeRose 

17  Joanne De Haan 

18  Dave Roodvoets 

20  Nick Bultema 

20  Luke DeRose 

20  Jim Sytsma 

22  Griffin Lownds 

24  Naomi Huttenga 

24  Bill Jellema 

26  Bob Paton 

28  Margaret Amstutz 

28  Linda Schutter 

28  Anna Smit 

30  Rich Breuker 

01  Terri Reid 

01  Chris Sikkenga 

02  Giana Weesies 

03  Dianne Weesies 

04  Brock Weesies 

05  Rich Weesies 

06  Rachel Springer 

07  Cara Falkowski 

07  Kim Springer 

08  Katie Bultema 

08  Lynn Nelson 

08  Rachel Weesies 

09  Karl DeWitt 

09  Ben Jeffries 

11  Gayle Strasser 

12  Cathy Aulerich 

12  Nicole Grasak 

13  Marcia Brichan 

05  Neil & Jeanne Flanders 

29  Bill & Karen McClain 

30  Jim & Gayle Strasser 
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Mission of the Month 

 
Bethany Christian Services 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

    

4 9:30 am in-person  
     & online worship 

Rev. Koedyker 

5 6  
10 am Bible Study 

7 

11 9:30 am in-person  
     & online worship 

Rev. Karsten 

12 13 
10 am Bible Study 

14 

18 9:30 am in-person  
     & online worship 

Rev. Fillmore 

19 20 
10 am Bible Study 
 

Consistory 

21 

25 9:30 am in-person  
     & online worship 

Rev. Koedyker 

26 27 
10 am Bible Study 

28 
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  2 3 

8 9 10 

 15  16 17 

 22 23 24 

28 29 30  


