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From Pastor Amy 

Wa’kayu isin ibesue (God bless you).   This is how stu-
dents would say goodbye at the end of the day to each oth-
er and to me.   

In May, I taught a 2 week intro course in Youth and Fami-
ly Ministry at Onesimus Nesib School, one of 4 schools 
that train pastors in the Ethiopian Evangelical Church of 
Mekane Jesus (the RCA’s partner 
denomination in Ethiopia).  The RCA  
provides 4 scholarships for women at  
ONS. Currently, the school has about  
75 students. Most students cannot afford  
books, a few struggle to buy a notebook to take 
notes in class. Yet, the students had a joyful deter-
mination to learn, humor and a down-to-earth  
practicality so often found in farming communities. 

I enjoyed getting to know the students, hearing their 
stories, and their commitment to Christ.  The students and 
staff were warm and welcoming, and many welcomed me 
to eat at their homes. 

I was reminded again of the bigness of God as I wor-
shipped with students praying and singing in Oromiffa 

(language of the Oromo people).  Though I could not un-

derstand the language, I understood their love for Christ 

and their trust in him.  I look forward to sharing more 
about what God is doing in Ethiopia on June 11 in wor-

ship. 
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The end of the summer will mark the completion of one year 
here at FMRC. One of my goals is to know every one of you 
by name.  I know that's a pretty high goal and perhaps it will 
take an extra few months to do so, but I want to do everything 
I can to make that happen.   

I've met with some of you at church, in restaurants, in your 
homes, or for golf and have enjoyed that.  But that hasn't been 
everyone.  And in addition to that, I know we will soon have 
our summer folks back and I will be working on those names 
too.   

So, there are two things happening this summer to help me out 
and to bless all of you. First we are doing a new photo directo-
ry.  I know some of you hate your picture taken. I agree with 
you.  I hate having mine taken too.  But the point of the direc-
tory is not because you want to get your picture taken, but so 
that everyone else in the church can know and recognize you 
by face and name.  How much better does it feel when you are 
called by name instead of hey you?   

Additionally the last directory was in 2011.  There are many 
kids that are up front in church for children's message that 
weren't born for the last directory.  There have also been sev-
eral families join this year, and since the last directory.  And 
we want you to get to know all of them, so you can better en-
gage one another when you see and greet each other at church.   

I'm hoping to get 100% participation, including those that are 
summer folks.  I know that's a lofty goal.  But, if we view this 
as a way to grow in relationship with each other and to bless 
each other by helping to get to know us, then our desire to 

(Continued on page 2) 
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bless others will outweigh any objections of our own desire 
to avoid pictures or overcoming our busy schedule. See your 
mailbox and narthex for more information. 

The second activity has been something Brandi and I have 
done each summer for the past three or four years.  We call 
them Summer Sunday Cookouts.  Each Sunday we do a 
cookout and invite our church family over to our house.  We 
provide the meat and some drinks (iced tea & lemonade), 
you bring a side dish or dessert.   

To help facilitate this we will have you come on specific 
dates that coordinate with your Elder Care group.  If you 
don't know what group you’re in, that's okay.  I will list the 
letters of the alphabet that correspond with your group.  And 
if you aren't in an elder care group, just come with the as-
signed alphabet group.  I know that the dates selected could 
end up with many not able to come on the assigned date.  
The last two dates will be reserved as make up dates for 
those who missed the assigned date.   

The cookouts will all be @ 6pm.  The first one will be for 
consistory and their families on June 25.  The rest will begin 
after July 4th.  July 9 - Care Group 1 (Dan Proctor) A-C.  
July 16 - Care Group 2 (Phil Brower) D-G.  July 23 - Care 
Group 3 (Mary Vermeulen) H-L.  July 30 - Care Group 4 
(Ben Jeffries) M-Pi.  Aug 6 - Care Group 5 (Wanda Lownds) 
Po-Si.  Aug 13 - Care Group 6 - (Dave Rypma) Sp-Z.  Aug 
20 & 27 - All who have yet to attend.   

I know a few of you have special dietary needs or have aller-
gies.  Please let me know a week ahead of your cookout if I 
need to know that and I will make accommodations for you.  
In the event of rain we will move indoors, otherwise we will 
try to enjoy the outdoors and even have a fire afterwards for 
those who like to roast marshmallows. 

I look forward to enjoying the summer together and growing 
in relationship as we grow in our faith and serve our commu-
nities.   

(Continued from page 1) 

        Pastor Leighton 
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J.U.M.P. –  

Jesus Use Me Please 

This summer we will be em-

barking on a summer offering 

for the kids and young people 

in our church and community. 

JUMP or Jesus Use Me Please, will encourage and 

allow our kids from age 3 (potty trained) through 

5th grade an opportunity to learn about Biblical 

principles and then put those principles into prac-

tice through service projects. 

Our program will be on Wednesday evenings from 

6:30 to 8:00 p.m. starting July 12, and running 

through August 2.  We will need volunteers to work 

with the preschool aged group and with the elemen-

tary aged group.  Additionally, high school students 

are encouraged to help as well.  If you are interested 

in working with the kids on a service project, teach-

ing the kids a lesson, helping with the opening songs/

skits, or helping to serve snacks, sign-up sheets are 

on the sign-up table. 

Sign-up sheets for the kids that want to attend will 

be available soon, along with the opportunity to sign-

up online.  If you have any questions, please feel free 

to contact JUMP@ferrychurch.org 

mailto:JUMP@ferrychurch.org
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God recreates his people in this vision.  He sends his 
spirit to them.  A wind causes the bones to stand up! 
The bones are covered in flesh and they come alive.   
It feels very much like the creation story.  A new peo-
ple are standing before Ezekiel, and hope is restored.  
We talked about God as a life-giver, a provider of 
hope, a giver of second chances.  Even for a people 
that continually won’t listen to God, he pursues them 
and creates them anew.   

The book of Ezekiel wasn’t easy for us this year.  It’s 
okay to struggle.  It’s okay to take our time with bib-
lical texts.  We certainly didn’t learn it all, and we 
trust God will show us more over time.  This is im-
portant to us at Ferry.  We want our children to have 
a depth of biblical understanding, and a desire to 
learn more.  

(Continued from page 9) 

Videos Now Available. 

With our new technology upgrade, we now have a desig-
nated camera for recording the entire service.  If you wish 
to have a DVD copy of the service, they will be available 
starting with the June 4 service.  Simply let Gloria know 
that you would like one.  Additionally, we will continue to 
have CD copies of the service available.  However, if we  
find that people are not continuing to request 
CDs, but only DVDs, we will discontinue having 
CD copies made.  We will keep you informed if 
we make that change. 
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We know not all of you will have made it to our church 
Taste of Summit event.  So if you missed it and wish to 
help out with the set up and serving at the June 14 or 16, 
you can view one of the showings we have planned for the 
community.   

We also need everyone's help getting the word out.  We 
have invites available so that you can hand them out to 
make people aware of these preview events.  We will be 
posting on social media.  We will share clips and info about 
the summit.  Please re-post &  share with others. Anything 
we can do to let others know more about it will help us 
have more people be reached.   

We will also be showing clips each Sunday during an-
nouncements to give you more incites to how it impacts and 
blesses people.  So, if you see one you would like to share 
with someone, we can make sure you get it.   

Last the Summit is for everyone.  Everyone from teenag-
ers to retirees has a sphere of influence.  We can either ig-
nore that we do or we can be intentional about how we in-
fluence others.  It doesn't matter if you don't think you are a 
leader you have someone who thinks you are worth follow-
ing.  So why not invest in becoming a better leader for 
those who you influence. 

Finally, I know some of you do know you are leaders, but 
you feel overwhelmed.  What better way to feel more em-
powered and equipped for where ever God has you than to 
learn from those who have failed, but got back up and tried 
again.  I guarantee you will be inspired and energized for 
whatever God has called you to do.   
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Stephen Ministers Care  

Who needs a Stephen Minister?  Life in today’s 
world is very complicated.  There are stresses 
coming at you from all directions.  People are 
hospitalized, lonely, discouraged. There are people who 
are new parents, single parents, those who face the loss 
of a loved one or divorce, the list goes on and on.  In my 
case at the time, I was depressed over a family member 
who wasn’t doing very well. 

At Ferry Memorial Reformed Church, we are fortunate to 
have an established Stephen Ministry program.  Stephen 
Ministers are a group of highly trained congregational 
lay members here at Ferry.  They are caring, God-loving 
people who want to help.  These people are taught how 
to listen.  They let you know you are not alone.  They 
walk along side of you. 

One Sunday after church, a church family member came 
up to me and could tell I was experiencing a stressful 
time.  I think I  had just asked for prayers for my family 
member during the service. They suggested I talk to a 
Stephen Minister here at the church.  I did just that and 
was assigned a Stephen Minister. My Stephen Minister 
and I would meet once a week.  If I needed to, I could 
call him on the phone.  We would pray together, talk to-
gether and he would listen.  I don’t remember how long 
we met together, but I’m sure it was the better part of a 
year.  

If your world gets to the point where you would be 
helped by someone just to listen in a non-judgmental car-
ing way, I would highly recommend you talk to one of 
the church leaders.  They would be glad to help you talk 
to one of these God-loving, caring Stephen Ministers. 
 
Leigh Johnson 
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Youth Scoop— 

“Son of man, can these bones live?”  Ezekiel 37:3 

Our SOS group has been considering the whole story 
of Ezekiel this year.  We sketched as we read the first 
chapter, a vision about a wheel within a wheel.  We 
laid on our sides as Ezekiel was com-
manded to do, first on our left side for 
three hundred and ninety seconds (days 
for Ezekiel, representing 390 years of 
iniquity for Israel), second on our right 
side for 40 more.  Next, we raised our arm and 
preached a message to the people in Jerusalem 
(knowing that they won’t listen).   

We talked about God being different.  God is not lo-
cally restricted to a certain place or land.  When the 
enemy came, conquered, and carried off half of Isra-
el, God surprised them by going with them.  God 
loves.  God pursues.  God instructed Ezekiel to ex-
plain this, but warns him that no one will listen.   

In the middle of the book, Jerusalem is destroyed, 
one of the lowest points in the Old Testament for 
God’s people.  We talked about what it would be like 
to lose our homes, and what would this do to our un-
derstanding of who God is.   

In our final lesson from Ezekiel, we read about the 
valley of the dry bones.  Ezekiel is given a vision of 
Israel’s spiritual state.  They have been displaced, cut 
off, and with the destruction of their home their hope 
has now failed them.  “Our bones are dried up and 
our hope is gone,” they say.  God asks Ezekiel, “Son 
of man, can these bones live?”  

(Continued on page 10) 
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16  Owen Weesies 
17  Ron Bekius 
18  Mari DeRose 
18  Ernie Reid 
20  Jill Mahan 
21  Nancy Radel 
22  Trent Grasak 
25  Josh Fredenburg 
25  Katie Hedrick 
26  Neil Flanders 
26  Ann Grinwis 
26  Phyllis Sikkenga 
28  Glenn Morgan 
30  Gary Ransom 
30  Brad Tate 
30  Jen Weesies 

03  Don Poel 
04  Stephy Grotenhuis 
05  Darlene Scouten 
07  Ryan Amstutz 
07  Gary Hedrick 
08  Ron Pyper 
08  Ryan Springer 
09  Melinda Moore 
09  Dan Proctor 
10  Barb Paton 
11  Joan Grasman 
12  Maureen Johnson 
14  Cindy Amstutz 
14  Rain Hakken 
15  Jim Strasser 
16  Bern Bolema 

Happy June Birthday! 

June Wedding Anniversaries 

01  Randy & Carissa Biggs 
04  Dan & Janice Proctor 
07  Ben & Ann Jeffries 
13  Bryan & Jill Mahan 
14  Matt & Lindsay DeRose 
17  Ernie & Terri Reid 
19  Brian & Sarah Balon 
19  Adam & Deann Falkowski 
23  Dave & Mary Vermeulen 
24  Tony & Sue Moulds 
26  Rich & Gina Houtteman 
27  Ron & Mary Pyper 
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COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME - 
 

coffee preparers/servers  cookies/snacks providers 

04  Jeff & Dawn Auch     04 Margaret Amstutz 

11  Lois Brinks & Carol Brand-Twa    11 Karen Bolema 

18  Mark & Diane Levandowski    18  Katie Bultema & 

      Donna Rypma 

25  Tony & Sue Moulds     25  Bonnie Gouine & 

      Phyllis Zatzke 

 
Memorial Garden Bricks 
 

If you would like to place a brick in the memori-
al garden, please pick up a form from the sign-
up table in Fellowship Hall and bring or mail the 
completed form to the office.  Cost of imprinting:  $30.    
Questions?  Ask Gloria Rademaker  (office@ferrychurch.org) 

June Volunteers! 

 NURSERY  
 04  Dolly Wantuch, Margaret Amstutz, Abriana Ramthun 

 11  Ike Nelson, Joyce Brownell 

 18  Scott & Angie Schutter, Amanda Johnson 

 25  Brian & Sarah Balon 
           

 SOUND BOARD  
  04  Jeff Auch 

  11  Roger Grasman 

  18  Mark Grotenhuis 

  25  Jeff Cherry 
     

 
  POWERPOINT  
  04  Ryan Springer 

  11  Ann Jeffries 

  18  Casey Lownds 

  25  Lizzy Cherry  
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Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday
    

4  worship with 
communion 9:30 am 

5 6   
Prayer Shawl Group 

1 pm 
 
 

7 
S.O.S. 6 pm 
Sr. High 6 pm

11  worship 9:30 am 
(Pastor Amy) 

 
Heartland Service at 

4 pm 

12 13 
Prayer Shawl Group 

1 pm 
 
Stephen Ministry 
6:30 pm 

14  
Taste of Summit (for 
churches) 6:30 pm

18  worship with  
Teen Challenge  
9:30 am 

19 20 
Prayer Shawl Group 

1 pm 
 

 
Consistory 

21 

25  worship 9:30 am 26 27 
Prayer Shawl Group 

1 pm 
 
 

28 
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Mission of the Month (MoM) 

♥ 

Teen Challenge 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 3 

S.O.S. 6 pm 
Sr. High 6 pm 

8 
 
 
 
Sanctuary/fellowship 
hall reserved 

9 10 

Taste of Summit (for 
churches) 6:30 pm 

15 16 Taste of Summit 
(for businesses) 7 am 
 
 
 
  6 pm 

17 

22 23 
 

24 

29 30  


