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Memorial Garden Bricks 
 

If you would like to place a brick in the memo-

rial garden, please pick up a form from the sign

-up table in Fellowship Hall and bring or mail 

the completed form to the office.  Cost of imprinting:  $30.    

Questions?  Ask Gloria Rademaker  (office@ferrychurch.org) 

Rev. Leighton Seys, senior pastor 

Rev. Amy de Groot Bowling, family and youth pastor 

Rev. Nick Bowling, family and youth pastor 

Gloria Rademaker, editor / deadline for next issue - July 24 

Montague Sesquicentennial 

On July 2, 6pm, the city has kindly invited us to be a 
part of the sesquicentennial festivities.  Our church was 
erected in 1874 in honor of Major Noah H. Ferry.  The 
Ferry family is part of Montague’s history, and our church 
will host an event to talk about our place in Montague.  At 
our gathering, we will sing a few songs (one of which No-
ah requested to be sung at his funeral services) and talk 
about both our current and historical significance in this 
community. 

On July 9, 6pm, Ferry will host a group of singers, 
“The Cosmopolitans.”  All are welcome.  

On July 26, 7pm, We will host an event to talk specifi-
cally about the history and impact of the Ferry family in 
White Lake.  Dave Vermeulen has discovered a great 
deal of information over the years concerning the Ferry 
family.  His presentation will include stories, pictures, and 
a ceremonial sword that was presented to Noah Ferry.   
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Perhaps you have noticed that every June people mention 
that we just had the longest day of the year or each Decem-
ber that we had the shortest day of the year.  I know and un-
derstand what people are implying.  They are referring to 
the amount of daylight and not the actual length of the day.  
I'd mention more about how it bugs me, but that is not the 
point I want to pursue. 

It is however, an erroneous way to describe something.  By 
that I mean that it takes into account only one perspective.  
See at the same time that people in the USA may have just 
proclaimed the longest day of the year, those in Argentina 
would have proclaimed it the shortest day of the year.  If 
you have never been to the southern hemisphere you may 
not fully grasp how this changes your feeling and perspec-
tive.  

But perhaps, if you venture out of Michigan in the summer 
to the far eastern side of the time zone or west to another 
time zone that the clock does not always reflect the same 
time of day for sunrise and sunset.  Or maybe you've en-
joyed the glow of light over lake Michigan for a half hour or 
more past a beautiful sunset only to be shocked by the sud-
den fall of darkness that happens when the sun sets in the 
mountains.  

Here is the point.  The length of day doesn't change.  Only 
our perspective of it changes, relative to our geographic lo-
cation.  So, our moving only reveals a different view, not a 
different reality.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Still the Same 24 Hours 

reaching up to God...reaching out to people 
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I wonder if at times we as the church aren't holding to a 
single viewpoint that is much narrower than the reality of 
the whole.  By this I mean that we sometimes hold very 
tightly to things that are cultural and experiential as being 
central to faith, while they have no true Biblical doctrine.  
A few examples to see that you got what I mean.  

How many songs should we sing on Sunday?  How long is 
the service time?  What time is the service?  Do we need 
Sunday School?  Should it be before or after the service?  
How often do we stand?  Do we stand for the reading of 
scripture/gospel?  When do we receive the offering?  I 
could go on but I think you see what I'm getting at. 

So, here's where I want to go with that.  Who do you know 
that would never attend Church?  Who do you know that 
proclaims to be an Atheist?  Who do you know that has 
been hurt by the church or someone in it?  Who do you 
know that has slipped away from the church and feels 
judged for being gone and so doesn't feel they can come 
back?  Who do you know that rolls their eyes when you 
mention God or Jesus? 

How can we get a new perspective towards them?  How 
can we move into a new space to see reality with new 
sight?  Here are a few suggestions. 

Instead of trying to get someone to church who you've 
never had to your house, invite them over for dinner.  
Build the relationship with them first.  Instead of trying to 
talk about your faith with that person that rolls their eyes 
at you, find a fellow Christian that would enjoy doing the 
same activity as the eye roller and plan an event together.  
Instead of always saying I'm praying for you to a person 
walking away from their faith, find a need they have and 
help them to meet that need.  I hope your starting to get 
the idea. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Looking for a cool place to 
knit this summer? Join Fer-
ry’s prayer shawl ministry-
new people welcome!  
Each Tuesday from 1-3 a 
group of women meet in the Friend-
ship House to knit, crochet, chat and pray.  The prayer shawls 
are given to people undergoing surgery, loss of a loved one, or 
other difficult time.  Being wrapped in a shawl is a reminder we 
are wrapped in God’s love, and wrapped in prayers of God’s 
people.  Join us all year, or just for the summer!  Yarn is provid-
ed, just bring your knitting needles!  Questions? Contact Karen 
Bolema 766-2078 or Sue Joyce 861-2134. 

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

The deadline for the $89 price for attending the Summit will be 
here soon, July 11.  After that the price is $129.  We know that 
some of you may be waiting to decide if you may want to vol-
unteer to help at the summit, so you haven't signed up.  Or per-
haps you are working with scheduling to know that you can 
make it both days.  Either way, consistory is encouraging you to 
sign up early, so we can better plan for how many will attend.  

They are also suggesting that if you sign up now and later de-
cide to volunteer, that you could choose to pass on your paid 
admission to bless someone else and allow them to attend the 
event. Additionally if you are only able to attend one day, per-
haps you have kids and can't make both.  Perhaps you could 
split the time with someone else.  One of you attend one day 
and the other the next, or one attend mornings and the other af-
ternoons.  

As we progress over the summer, the Summit team will begin 
meeting weekly to help ensure that we are on track and moving 
forward.  We will keep you aware of volunteer opportunities 
and any other needs that arise.  Please continue to pray for God 
to use and bless our church and community through this event. 
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Head, Heart, Hands 
 

Head-growing in knowledge of God and the Bible 
Heart-believing in Jesus and loving Him 
Hands-serving God 

In our youth faith formation programs at FMRC, we strive to 
have a balance of all 3-head, heart, and hands.   We want our 
kids to know about God, love Him, and have a chance to live 
out their faith by serving!  This summer, FMRC offers oppor-
tunities to serve for each age group! 
 
July 8-15, four senior high girls (and Pastor Amy) are partici-
pating in SERVE, a weeklong service project, this year in Chi-
cago’s south suburbs.  Hosted by Palos Heights Christian Re-
formed Church, the girls will have a chance to help at an inner 
city daycamp (Roseland CRC) or a special needs school 
(Elim), do cleanup at Camp Manitoqua, work at food pantries, 
or help fix up homes for elderly folks.  Each day’s work will 
be different.  We look forward working with 30 other high 
schoolers at the site and building Authentic Community (this 
year’s theme)! 

J.esus U.se M.e P.lease (J.U.M.P.) is Ferry summer  chil-
dren’s outreach program!  Kids will learn about God and have 
opportunities to serve God and others! All kids are welcome. 

Big J.U.M.P.ers (6th-8th grade) will be doing 4 different ser -
vice projects during J.U.M.P. (Wednesdays July 12-Aug 2)  
The middle schoolers will meet at church, then go together to 
mostly off-site service projects.  We compassionately and joy-
fully serve others because we are so grateful for what God has 
done for us! 

J.U.M.P.ers (elementary age) and Lil’ J.U.M.P.ers (ages 3-5) 
will have songs, Bible lesson, and a service project or craft at 
the church building. 

J.U.M.P will be Wednesdays from 6-7:30 pm, July 12-
August 2. 

Sign up online at www.ferrychurch.org.  Want to help or need 
more info? Talk to Brandi Seys! 
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 Do you want to volunteer?  Contact: 
  

Greeters:  Shelley Berson (893-6902) 

Coffee Fellowship:  Gloria R. (894-9415) 

Nursery:  Katie Bultema (894-0068) & 

       Lynn Ramthun (557-2942) 

Kids’ Kloset:  Gayle Strasser (760-9842) 

Children’s Church:  Gina Houtteman  (894-4766) &  

       Mandie Johnson (231-828-5655) 

Sunday School:  Pastor Amy (894-9415) 

J.U.M.P.:  Brandi Seys (JUMP@ferrychurch.org) 

Global Summit:  Pastor Leighton  

     (pastorleighton@ferrychurch.org) 

        Pastor Leighton 

Jesus, takes a different perspective than the crowd towards 
the women caught in adultery. "Let the one without sin 
cast the first stone."  He also looks beyond the rules we 
hold dear.  He healed on the Sabbath day.  And he broke 
the social and cultural norms when he speaks to the wom-
an at the well.  We hear this when she asks, "How is it that 
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" 

What are you doing this summer to engage those trapped 
in their sins?  What are you doing to look beyond social 
and cultural barriers with your neighbors?  And who is it 
that you can engage and share the living water that is in 
you?  Where will you be reaching up to God and reaching 
out to others? 

(Continued from page 2) 

http://www.ferrychurch.org
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Homeless 

A house: shelter from the outside elements, whether it be cold 
snow, a damp and cold rain or blistering hot sun.  Food: to sat-
isfy hunger and sustain your body with nutrition. Water: 
enough clean water to quench thirst and hydrate your body.  A 
bed with covers and a pillow to lie down to sleep and give your 
body rest it needs. 

These are just a few of the things our of many that God has 
blessed me with.  You, too? 

How often do we take these things for granted? How often do 
we really and truly appreciate them?  How often do we thank 
God for them? 

I took all those things for granted for most of my life until I 
really saw the homeless people living on the streets, and it 
brought me humbly to my knees.  I thank God often for these 
“comforts” of my life. 

Where am I going with this, you might ask?  On vacation! 

A friend, Jane, and I recently spent a month in NYC on vaca-
tion. We rented an apartment in Manhattan Chelsea area.  We 
figured we could see and do it all in a month:  plays, sightsee-
ing, touring, museums, history, sports arenas and more.  We 
learned the subway system and managed to go to the Bronx 
and Brooklyn as well.  We did see all these things and much 
more, and we had a good time. 

But here’s what smacked me right in the face:  We saw the 
homeless—whose house was a sleeping bag, a blanket or a 
tarp; whose bed was the concrete sidewalk.  Their food and 
water often came from garbage bins.  Their belongings were in 
plastic bags and shopping carts.  There were a few “regulars” 
on our street.  They shared the sidewalks with the rats that 
came our from under the dumpsters after dark.  (Yep, we saw 
the rats, too!) 

Every day when Jane and I would go out on our adventure, I 
asked God to walk with us and keep us in His care.  He did.  
Thank you, God!  I prayed for the homeless people and asked 

(Continued on page 9) 
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God to show me how I might be able to help in some way.  He 
did.  I started carrying change in my pockets to give to some.  
We gave food to some.  I took clothing and other items to the 
church I attended in NYC to go to the women’s shelter.  I had 
not felt such humility before.  Every time I looked into their 
eyes, I thought “when you do for the least of these, you do for 
Me.”  I didn’t solve anything, but maybe I helped.  There 
were too many times I walked by and didn’t  have anything to 
give except a “God bless you” or a smile.  Many of the home-
less don’t make eye contact very often; they’re not the ones 
who verbally ask for money, but when they did look into my 
eyes, I saw Jesus and my heart went out to them.  Who knows 
their stories? I wish I had taken some time to find out. 

Jane and I are planning another trip to  NYC, and I am already 
thinking how to pack for this trip.  I will take clothing that 
hangs in my closet unused to leave for the women’s shelter, I 
will buy lunches for two and take the time to visit the home-
less, and in the meantime I home to learn how to better help 
these folks.  Not only those away from home, but those in our 
own community.  I know there are homeless people every-
where—not just in the big cities—but until I walked past them 
in NYC every single day, I’m ashamed to say, I didn’t give 
them much thought.  God is prodding me. 
 

Linda Starring 

(Continued from page 4) 

 

Recycle—Ink cartridges. 

We continue to collect used ink cartridges. We turn them 
in to our vendor for recycling and receive credits which 
we use to purchase office supplies. So, if you are looking 
for a place to recycle your used ink cartridges from your 
printer...drop them off at the church office or leave them 
on the sign-up table in Fellowship Hall.  We are grateful 
for your donations. Thank you! 
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01  Emma Weesies 
01  Ryan Weesies 
05  Amanda Rudat 
06  Andrew Moulds 
11  Lisa McGahan 
12  Scott Schutter 
13  Renée Cherry 
16  Brayella Bultema 
17  Scott McGee 
21  Margo Fredenburg 
22  Joyce Brownell 
22  Jodie Roesler 
25  Dawn Auch 
25  Carol Witzke 
27  Eric Weesies 
28  Ken Vanderstelt 

Happy July Birthday! 

July Wedding Anniversaries 

01  Rick & Amanda Holman 

09  Dennis & Shirley Dahl 

11  Luke & Marie Hakken 

11  Brian & Sharyl Simpson 

14  Tom & Kathy Oakes 

26  Eric & Rachel Weesies 
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COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME - 
 

coffee preparers/servers cookies/snacks providers 

02  Lynn & Ike Nelson    02 Michelle Hamann 

09  Dan & Janice Proctor    09 Lynn Ramthun & 

     Rachel Weesies 

16  Carol Witzke     16  Renée Cherry & Chris DeRose 

23  Gary & Sharon Ransom    23  Gord & Chris Sikkenga 

30  Jeff & Dawn Auch    30  Brad & Susan Tate 

July Volunteers! 

 NURSERY  
 02  Janice Proctor, Margaret Amstutz, Abriana Ramthun 

 09  Kevin & Lynn Ramthun family 

 16  Randy & Carissa Biggs 

 23  Nick & Katie Bultema family 

 30  Kim Springer, Lizzy Cherry 
           

 SOUND BOARD  
  02  Jeff Auch 

  09  Roger Grasman 

  16  Mark Grotenhuis 

  23  Jeff Cherry 

  30  Jeff Auch 

 

  POWERPOINT  
  02  Ann Jeffries 

  09  Ryan Springer 

  16  Casey Lownds 

  23  Lizzy Cherry  

  30  Ryan Springer 
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  VIDEO  
  02  Isabelle Auch 

  09  Tony Moulds 

  16   Griffin Lownds 

  23  Trent Grasak 

  30  Isabelle Auch 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

    

2 worship with 
Communion 9:30 am 
 

Montague 150th  
Celebration 6 pm 

3 4  5   

9 worship 9:30 am 
 
Montague 150th  
Celebration  -  
     concert 6 pm 

10 11 Prayer Shawls  
Group 1 pm 

12  J.U.M.P.  

16 worship 9:30 am 17 18 Prayer Shawls  
Group 1 pm 
 

Consistory 

19  J.U.M.P.  

23 worship 9:30 am 24 25 Prayer Shawls  
Group 1 pm 

26  J.U.M.P.  

 
Montague 150th 
Celebration  
of city and founding 
Ferry family 7 pm

30 worship 9:30 am 31   
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Mission of the Month (MoM) 

♥ 

Food & More 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

6 7 8 Senior High  Mis-
sion Trip—begins 

J.U.M.P.  6 pm 13 14 15 Senior High  
Mission Trip—ends 

J.U.M.P.  6 pm 20 21 22 

J.U.M.P.  6 pm 

Montague 150th  
Celebration  - history 
of city and founding 
Ferry family 7 pm 

27 28 29 

   

LifeTouch Photos for Directory 


