Dear brothers and sisters abroad,
Greetings with love from all of us in
Grace & Light Nigeria. Trusting our
good God that His grace and mercy is
novitp faster than aide with you all in this trying generation.

We always remember the Ferry Me-
morial Reformed Church whenever USA is mentioned because
you have cared for us and our people with HIV and AIDS for
some years now and this has made a huge difference. I person-
ally do remember your warmth to me some years back when I
visited, thank you. This is just a small note on behalf of all of
us (Board, staff, people living with or without HIV) to say
thank you for all your support through prayer and financially.
We have used the money you have been sending to purchase
HIV test kits and have reached hundreds of people with the
Gospel as well. Because of you our ministry has continued.
Thank you so very much.

In His Love,
Tassie for Grace & Light.

*

Thank you é€ or serving

For the last two years, Bonnie Giddis has been making cotton
bags for an organization in Muskegon called Operation: dona-
tion. She has exhausted her supply of cotton quilting fabrics
and boxes of fabric that were donated to her. If you have cot-
ton to donate, or would like more information, please contact
Bonnie Giddis.
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Maybe you're not big into New Year® resolutions, or setting
goals, but maybe you should be. A Harvard study looked at
students graduating from business school ten years after gradu-
ation. 87% had set no goals. 10% had goals in mind. 3% wrote
down their goals. Those with some goals in mind made twice
as much money as those with no goals. And the 3% with writ-
ten goals made 10 times as much as the other 97%.

Think about that for a minute. Accomplishing 10 times more
by knowing and writing down what you want to do. In a way
the yield reminded me of the parable of the sewer: some yield-
ed 30, some 60 and some 100 fold.

So, if you're doing New Year® resolutions, write them down.
Know what you want to accomplish, know how you're going to
do so, and let others know so they can support you. Perhaps
you have health goals, financial goals, or career goals, those are
all great to have, but you should also have faith goals. Perhaps
you set goals in Bible study, prayer life, church involvement,
use of spiritual gifts, or giving. Or maybe it is addressing an
area you struggle with: gossip, worry, lust, pride, sloth, anger,
or addiction.

Whatever it may be, most of us read about those in scripture
and feel that we could or will never be like them in our faith.
When in reality, we could be so much more than we ever imag-
ine if we simply decided we would like to be and then set out to
work to become more faithful and more fruitful.

To this end, I am planning to do a study on Spiritual gifts to
help us all know and use them more effectively. Consistory

(Continued on page 2)




(Continued from page 1)

will be studying the book Living Your Strengths and using
the Gallop strengths finder. And further on in the year, I plan
to begin initial conversations about goals for us as a whole
church. We will look first at ourselves and begin understand-
ing who we are and how effective goals and vision are to us
personally, before we can see the value to do so corporately.

Suffice it to say, I have seen churches who implement a goals
setting approach. One church set out 1 year, 5 year and 25
year goals. In 9 months all the one year goals were accom-
plished. In 5 years all the 5 year goals and nearly half of the
25 year goals were accomplished. It has not been 25 years,
but they are well on pace to accomplish them all.

I know some of you are saying, but I'm not a goal setter?
Well, have you ever tried? If so, what worked and what did-
n't? Perhaps it's a good time to try again. Other may say,
how can I set goals for my faith or for a church, how do I
know what God may want to do or accomplish? Well, begin
with bathing your goals and vision in prayer and God's word,
and setting them for the benefit of others and the kingdom
above yourself. Also, start with the longer goals first, they
are easier to see and believe in than short term often are.
Then, set short term ones that will lead to the long term
goals.

I know some are also asking where is vision and goals setting
in scripture?

Proverbs 29:18 says, iWhere there is no vision, the people
perish; but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.0 Philippians
3:14 says, fil press on toward the goal to win the prize for
which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.0 Ad-
ditionally, God gives Abraham the promise to be a great na-
tion, Moses a vision to take the people to a land flowing with
milk and honey, and the disciples a goal to take the gospel to
the ends of the earth. So, while we may not always label
things as a vision or a goal they are what we as a people of
faith have done over and over as well seek to live out the
promises and commands of our God.

(Continued on page 3)
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Connection Di

Who are those people who sit in
front of you in church? Sure, you
know their names and can greet them
in the hallway, but do you know anything more about
them? How about the folks that sit behind you in church - or
for that matter, way across the pews and on the other side of
church? That's what the "Connection Dinners" are all about -
getting to know your fellow churchgoers - a beginning of the
"reaching out to others", the inscription that we find on the
front of our bulletin every week. So, how are we going to get
to know everyone just a little better? How about sharing a
meal together in a more intimate setting? We have 6 couples
who have already hopped on board to open their homes and to
have Ferry folks over for a meal. All you need to do is sign
up on a sheet in Fellowship Hall and we'll begin the pro-
cess. Everyone can come: young, old, singles, married, fami-
lies. You don't even have to bring food - that will be provid-
ed. (Maybe the hosts can use some help or they can use the
recipes from our new cookbook!) Just come and enjoy your-
self! We're imagining there will be 2 or 3 "groups" of some
variety together at one home/time. Sound intriguing?
Fun? We hope so! And winter is the best time to get this all
started! (Think cozy, warm, jovial, and a meal out...)

Remember, all it takes to get you on board is for you to sign
up on the paper/list in Fellowship Hall. (Or talk to Marilyn
VandenHeuvel, Julie Knoester, Pastor Amy, or Pastor Leigh-
ton).
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(Continued from page 2)

Perhaps another way to ask it is this. What has God placed
FMRC here to do at this time and this place for the kingdom of
God? What has God placed you here to do at this time and this
place for the kingdom of God? What would be missed if
FMRC was gone tomorrow? What would be missed if you
were gone tomorrow?

Pastor Leighton

Gl uten Free Communi on

We know that some have gluten allergies and we have tried to
address that when we come to the table for communion. We
know also that sometimes pointing out the difference can make
it feel less like we are all partaking together. We know it may
be necessary to know the ingredients used to insure that one
participating will not have any issues. And while we have the
box available, it is not always available ahead of time to check
on it.

Well after much searching we have found what we hope will be
able to be a regular solution. We will be using individually
wrapped gluten free wafers that can be placed right on the com-
munion plate along side of the other bread and passed with eve-
ryone together. We have been assured that since they are indi-
vidually wrapped that they will not have the risks of contami-
nation from the regular bread. The list of ingredients is as fol-
lows: water, garbanzo bean flour, potato starch, tapioca flour,
whole grain sweet white sorghum flour, fava bean flour, palm
oil. If there are still any issues with allergies please talk to one
of the pastors so we can do all we can to make it possible for
full participation at the table for all believers.
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As we begin a new year, we look back at the past, :
and forward to the future. We change, our culture YU ‘: II
changes, yet Christ remains the same. As with (, R()U])
Christians in every age, we try to live out and share ~ =~ =~
the gospel with others in a way that connects with
their everyday lives. And FerryG youth and family ministry
tries to share the gospel with kids navigating a rapidly shifting
culture. We change how we do things from time to time, but
what we hope for our students who graduate from FMRCG pro-
grams remains the same.
The core of a student( faith is a firm and certain knowledge of
JesusOlove for them, and acceptance of Jesus as their personal
savior.

By the time students graduate from Ferry, they should be able
to:
M dBe familiar with the Bible; Old and New Testaments, the
basic format of each one, stories contained in each
H dThe meaning of key words and concepts of the Christian
faith, such as sin, salvation, grace, providence, incarnation, etc.
0 dHave a Christian worldview
n dMake ethical decisions based on Christian principles
p dHave healthy relationships with peers and adults
C drlalk about Jesus and what he means to them
T dKnow how to pray and do personal devotions
y dServe others with the love of Christ
@ dFeel a need for justice and a passion for the mission of the
church
10. Be open to listening for God® call in their lives.

Discipleship, and growing in faith is a lifelong process, it
doesn@ happen overnight. And so from children& church to
Senior High, our volunteers tell Bible stories, pray with kids,
build relationships, share their own faith stories, and talk about
Jesus. As students mature into middle school and senior high,
the conversations and lessons delve into more in-depth topics
such as peer pressure, friendship and dating, all from a Christian
perspective.

Pastor Amy
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7 Week Class begins Feb 8th
@ 6:00pm & concludes Mar 29 The

N Registration Requiredi Marriage

The Marriage Courseis a series of seven RECUES
sessions, designed to help couples invest i
their relationship and build a strong mar-
riage Over seven sessions, the course will
help you to:

-Understand each otherds needs
- Communicate more effectively

- Grow closer by learning methods to resolve conflict

- Recover from the ways you may have hurt each other

- Recognize how your upbringing affects your relationship

- Improve relationships with parents anthwns

- Develop greater sexual intimacy

-Di scover each otherds "l ove |

Who is it for?The Marriage Course is for couples who have been
married or in a cohabiting relationship over 3 years and seeking to
strengthen their relationship. Some couples take the course to in-
vest in their relationshigthers need more urgent help. Either way,
the course offers a lifetime of practical ideas and tools to help keej
your relationship strong. The Marriage Course is based on Chris-
tian principles but designed for all couples with or without a churct
background.

What can we expect®n The Marriage Course, you are seated at
your own table for two. Each session consists of food and drink, ¢
practical talk and a time for private discussion between you an
your partner. Background music ensures that you can chat in con
plete privacy. You never share anything about your relationshi
with anyone other than your partner.

What is the cost?The Marriage Course is $50 in advance or $10 a
week. (Partial scholarships are availablég believe that you
should invest something if you are truly going to get something ou
of the course.The cost is also to help offset our cost of materials
and mealsSpace is limited

Contact: pastorleighton@ferrychurch.org

Ferry Log - 9



Happy January Birthday!

|
02 Seth Cherry 18 Casey Lownds ‘January Volunteers!
N URSERY
07 Ava Crow 18 Mary Vermeulen 01 Nick & Katie Bulterma famil
07 Amy Pecott 19 Morgan DeRose Ik e satie butteina famity
L 08 Matt & Kim Springer family
07 Laura Ritchie 19 Dolly Wantuch .
. . A 15 Amanda Holman, Stephy Grotenhuis
08 Doris Wolting W» 21 Braley Johnson : , :
Al 24 Ashlev Pecott 22 Jeff & Renée Cherry family, Marion Jaunese
10 Daryl Hoe_ksema e S shiey Feco 29 Matt & Lindsay DeRose family
11 Ron Aulerich === 27 Jeanne Near
13 Janice Proctor “—=—28 Shirley Dahl SOUND BOARD 7 POWER POINT
14 Rachel Houtteman 29 Sharon Ransom 01 Mark Grotenhuis L
. . 01 Casey Lownds
14 Dave Vermeulen 30 Lois Brinks 08 Jeff Cherry ~ CENEET e | g Lizzy Cherry
16 Marilyn McCoy 15 Jeff Auch 15 Ryan Springer
. . . gg i/logliré}rismlfn' 22 Ann Jeffries
January Wedding Anniversaries ark farotenhuis 29 Casey Lownds
05 Steve & Jen Weesies Children6s Church @'Q"fa
10 Larry & Holly VanderPlaats 8; II;IOtChlAldreng Chuf:h ol 5 < »4/ 5!
21 Josh & Rachacl Fredenburg 2 astor Amy, Dawn Auch (lesson 5) e
) 7 15 Diane Levandowski, Shelley Berson (lesson 6)
21 Kevin & Lynn Ramthun % 22 Mandie & Braley Johnson, Rachel Houtteman (lesson 7)

29 Ann Beishuizen, Joyce Brownell (lesson 8)

Door Grafeetle envise will now be set for a whole COFFEE FELLOWSHIP _TIME -
month time and the Pastors will not always be at the center coffee preparersbeskiesefsnacks
door. Our hope is to help the elders and Pastors see and be 01 Mark & Diane Levandowski 01 Michelle Hamann
able to follow up from week to week on any concerns or needs 08 Lois Brinks & Q 08 Lynn Ramthun &
and broaden our relationships with more people by seeing the Carol Brand-Twa g Rachel Weesies
same people over several weeks. Pastor Leighton is also hope- 15 Dan & Janice Proctor © 15 Gord & Chris Sikkenga
ful that this will help him to continue to work on names, and Sg

. 22 Gary & Sharon Ransom @/~ 22 Brad & Susan Tate
getting to know everyone. . S ]

29 Carol Witzke Q@ 29 Renée Cherry &
Chris DeRose
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Mission of the Month (MoM)

DZ

New Era Christian School

Sunﬂ(%;lyo Thursday Friday Saturday
1 Worship 9:30 am |2 3 4 all ever?[s begin |5 . 6 7
No Sunda \S(_:hool at 6:00 pm: 7 pm ‘\Ai
Y/ Kid Connection o;‘_’,lf\:
SOS PEA--
Senior High
8 Wérship 9:30am |9 10 Bible Study 10 am|11 all events begin |12 13 14
Communion Prayer Shawl 1 pm at 6:00 pm:
Sunday School o Kid Connection
10:45 am Stephen Ministry SOS
6:30 pm Senior High
15 16 Financial Peace|17 Bible Study 10 am|18 all events begin |19 20 21
Worship 9:30 am University (FPU) |Prayer Shawl 1 pm at 6:00 pm: 7 pm we®
Sunday School begins 6:30 pm for Kid Connection ot Y 4
10:45 am 9 weeks Consistory Sos PrACE
Senior High
22 24 Bible Study 10 am|25 all events begin |26 27 28
Worship 9:30 am Prayer Shawl 1 pm at 6:00 pm:
Love offering/MoM o Kid Connection
Sunday School : S-tephen Ministry SOS
10:45 am i = 6:30 pm Senior High
29 30 31 Bible Study 10 am
Worship 9:30 am FPU 6:30 pm Prayer Shawl 1 pm
Sunday School

10:45 am




