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Christmas Eve Morning Worship Schedule~ 

December 24 9:30 am worship!  Because Christmas Eve is on a 

Sunday this year, we will not be having a 6 pm Family Candle-
light service.  Instead, we will be inviting children to partici-
pate in a “spontaneous Christmas nativity” as part of the 9:30 

am service; a narrator will read the Christmas story, and the 
children will be different people and animals in the story. To-
gether we remember this old, old story-this story is OUR story, 

for we are the body of Christ. 

Children will not need to prepare ahead of time for the sponta-
neous Christmas nativity.  On Sunday, Dec. 24, we will take 
the children who want to participate out of the service and 
gather them in the back, putting on costumes, etc.  Then kids 

will walk down the aisle at the right time as shepherds, sheep, 
Mary, Joseph, and other people.   

If you are willing to come to a planning meeting on Dec. 23 at 
9:30 am, and can help children put on costumes on the 24th, 

please let Pastor Amy know. 

After the Summit: December 17, 7 pm.   

The Speaker will be Andy Stanley.  After the Summit is de-

signed for those who missed the summit to come and get a 

taste of what the Summit is like.  If you know someone who 

didn't attend but would like to hear Andy Stanley, please invite 

them to come.  It is also a chance for those who attended to get 

a refresher and dive deeper as we discuss the talk and ask how 

we can apply what we learned to our lives.  
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One of the great things about the Christmas season can be 

time spent with family.  One of the frustrating things about 

the holidays can be coordinating all the events so that fami-

ly can be together.  Holidays can likewise raise the stress 

level that people have, and when you get together as a fami-

ly, well, let's just say things like pleasantries, can be some-

how misplaced. 

Now after imagining all the up and coming plans you have 

or things you have yet to plan, pause and imagine what it 

was like for Mary and Joseph.  

There were no reservations made before the trip was started.  

Will there be room with relatives?  Will they be over-

whelmed by other family members?  Is there local establish-

ments they can stay with otherwise?  

There would have had to be food and provisions packed for 

Mary & Joseph for the journey and some for the time there.  

Plus, if like we depict them, they went by donkey, or just 

Mary on a donkey that means more provision.  

What do they do if the journey has weather issues?  What 

do they do if the census takes a week or more than they plan 

for?  What if we plan well but still run out?  Will the town 

even have any food available to buy at that time?  

What about safety?  If so many people are traveling to pay 

taxes, won’t robbers know that they will have money on 

(Continued on page 2) 
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them as they travel?  Won’t that give even more reason for 

robbers to be active?  What if they don't bring enough for 

the taxes?   

What if the baby comes during the trip?  What if it hap-

pens on the road?  What if no shelter is available?  What if 

they need to stay longer in Bethlehem because of the 

birth?  

We take so much of the story for granted and rarely pause 

to think about the trials and difficulties that are a real part 

of the story.  Instead we so often focus on our own con-

cerns or at best the problems of so many in need at this 

time of the year. 

Now, I know I raised many questions in the story, but the 

point of course isn't the questions, it's the story that mat-

ters.  Jesus is born, and God is with us.  And the certainty 

it would happen was revealed to Mary and Joseph by an 

Angel.  The certainty that God was in control of the events 

of Jesus birth is one of the great truths of the Bible.  And 

while the narrative of his birth has a feel of uncertainty, 

and of being full of anxious moments, we also see and 

know the hand of God is behind all the small details, 

weaving the story together in exactly the way He planned 

it to unfold.  And that certainly is good tidings of great joy 

for us all.  

It can even be good tidings of great joy when it comes to 

gatherings and family.  We don't have to be in control of 

all events all the time.  We don't have to expect everything 

to look like it is going to work out, for it to actually work 

out.  We don't have to worry about who is upset with 

whom, or who might cause a disturbance with other fami-

ly members.  We know we have good tidings of great joy, 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Sunday, December 3:   Worship with communion, 9:30 am 
     Classes, 10:45 am 
     Congregational Annual Meeting, 10:45 am 
Monday, December 4:  Stephen Ministry Supervision 6:30 pm 
Tuesday, December 5:  Bible Study, 10 am 
     Prayer Shawl Group, 1 pm 
Wednesday, December 6:  JUMP, SOS, Sr. High, all at 6 pm 
Thursday, December 7: Men at Peace, 7 pm 
     Journey of Joy dress rehearsal, 6:15 pm 
Saturday, December 9:  Journey of Joy presentations 6-8 pm 
Sunday, December 10:  Worship, 9:30 am 
     Classes, 10:45 am 
     Journey of Joy presentations 6-8 pm 
Tuesday, December 12:  Bible Study, 10 am 
     Prayer Shawl Group, 1 pm 
     Deacons & Elders meet separately, 7 pm 
     Full Consistory, 8 pm 
Wednesday, December 13: JUMP, SOS, Sr. High, all at 6 pm 
           Alpha, 6 pm 
Sunday, December 17:  Worship, 9:30 am 
     Classes, 10:45 am 
     Quiet Christmas, 6 pm 
     After the Summit, 7 pm 
Monday, December 18: Senior Christmas Luncheon, 12 noon 
Tuesday, December 19: Bible Study, 10 am 
     Prayer Shawl Group, 1 pm 
Thursday, December 21:  Men at Peace, 7 pm 
Sunday, December 24:  Worship, 9:30 am 
     Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 11 pm 
Wednesday, December 27:  Alpha, 6 pm 
Sunday, December 31:  Worship, 9:30 am 
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Stephen Ministry 

 

For me being a Stephen Minister is about paying 

attention. 

In times of stress my attention and thoughts can 

feel as if I am being sucked down into a black hole. I see the 

debris in my life swirling around me. Unresolved problems 

bruise me again and again as they spin by. 

Being a Stephen Minister has helped me focus on the ‘how’ of 

living the Christian life.  After the weekly training sessions 

there are monthly gatherings of the Stephen Ministers to re-

view, in complete confidentiality, how the relationship with 

our Care Receiver is going. We don’t talk about how to 

‘solve’ another person’s problem. We talk about how we are 

walking beside the person that God has guided into our lives. 

We talk about how we reflect God’s Grace. We pray for each 

other and our Care Receivers.  

Our ‘Tools of the Trade’ are the Bible, Stephen Ministry 

study materials, and the myriad of Christian resources that 

have touched us along our own life journeys—and of course 

prayer, the kind of praying that listens. 

The blessing of  being a Stephen Minister is the call to pay 

attention, to listen, be quiet and let God’s Spirit work.  I am 

called not to give answers.  I am called to listen.  By listening, 

I strive to stop internal jabber.  What I focus on grows. God 

grows my spirit when I pay attention.  Thanks be to God. 

If you would like a Stephen Minister, please contact Pastors 

Leighton, Nick, or Amy, or Phil Brower. 

 

by Katy Johnson, former Stephen Minister 
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and that great joy is more than any disappointments we 

have, or any sorrow that we feel, or any anger that we ex-

perience.  

Further, these good tidings of great joy apply to our church 

family.  I know that with the uncertainty that may arise in 

families and life that we turn to our church for those things 

we have grown to expect and look forward to, to remain as 

they have always been.  (Even if they have always been 

that way for only a few years.) 

So when we at Ferry know that we are changing from 

what might be your expectations, we desire to be forth-

coming and upfront about why things are going to be dif-

ferent than what you’re anticipating.  We believe that 

communication about them helps build and maintain trust 

and understanding.  And helps us focus on the good tid-

ings of great joy instead of what is different or missing.  

First, the tree has been moved.  We switched from one 

screen to two this year and we had to move the tree so it 

doesn't block the screen.  Of course that move has also ef-

fected other items as well to be moved.  So, we have ar-

ranged to accommodate things as best we can.    

There is a new Advent Wreath stand.  I'll admit I was a bit 

anxious last Advent about one of the kids bumping into 

the candles and the stand top (small board) sliding off the 

stand and the lit candles or wax causing harm.  (Yes, I can 

apparently find some things to get anxious about)  So, I 

asked a member of the congregation to help construct a 

stable Advent Wreath Stand.  

Also, related to that are the candle holders in the candle 

light service.  We have switched to plastic holders, as we 

(Continued from page 2) 
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COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME VOLUNTEERS FOR DECEMBER 
 

coffee preparers/servers  cookies/snacks providers 

03  Mark & Diane Levandowski    03  Brad & Susan Tate  

10  Tony & Sue Moulds         10  Margaret Amstutz 

17  Dan & Janice Proctor          17  Karen Bolema 

24  Jeff & Dawn Auch         24  Karen Bolema  

31  Carol Witzke          31  Renée Cherry & Chris DeRose 

        Pastor Leighton 

had several drops of wax on the pews when using the pa-

per holders last year. 

The final change is that we will not be holding the Christ-

mas Eve Family Service this year.  Since Christmas Eve 

falls on a Sunday we know that those with families may 

encounter struggles when bringing children to church for 

worship twice in the same day.  We do know that many 

kids look forward to the Christmas Eve service and com-

ing forward during it.  Pastor Amy and I are planning a 

special extended Children's Message (spontaneous Nativi-

ty) for Christmas Eve morning for the kids to help us with 

worship and not miss out on the Christmas Eve experience. 

So this Advent and Christmas I hope even in the midst of 

all the busyness and stress you pause to experience the 

good tidings of great joy with your family, your church 

family, and everyone you encounter. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Rained out? Snowed in?   
If severe weather causes us to 
cancel activities at Ferry Memorial, 
we will contact WZZM13 and 
WOOD-TV8 to list the cancellation 
on the air.  We will also post to our 
Facebook Page. 

 

Can I ask that?  

This year in Sr. High we are talking about subjects that are dif-

ficult to talk about.  It could be anything.  We have talked 

about theodicy (why does God allow evil).  We have talked 

about dinosaurs.  One week, we were getting ready to discuss 

the reliability of the Bible when a student asked, “can we talk 

about people kneeling during the national anthem?”   Yes we 

can—and we did.  Thank you Gary Hedrick and Stephanie 

Grotenhuis for your wisdom, flexibility, and ability to share 

your thoughts with high school student.   

Our bigger goal this year, beyond stretching our theological 

selves, is to find the church a place where we can ask the hard-

er questions of life.  If we can’t ask deep (or troubling) ques-

tions at church, then what are we doing here?  God’s story en-

compasses it all.  Our minds might be at their most quizzical in 

our teenage years, and we hope that Ferry’s youth find church 

to be a place that is open to asking questions about faith and 

life.   
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01  Rachael Fredenburg 

02  Anje Crow 

02  Scott near 

04  Mary Grotenhuis 

04  Wanda Lownds 

04  Shirley Palmatter 

05  Gina Houtteman 

06  Lindsay DeRose 

06  Brendan Falkowski 

09  Carter Crow 

10  Jenna Schutter 

11  Jerry Brichan 

12  Emma Schutter 

GREETERS AT THE DOORS 
 

North entrance:  Bob and Sue Steensma 
South  & East entrances:  Dick and Mary Smies 
 

Thank you for offering a welcoming hand and smile as we 
come to worship the Lord. 

03  Roger and Joan Grasman 

19  Terry and Ruth Pecott 

21  Brad and Susan Tate 

22  Bill and Julie Knoester 

15  Cecelia McGahan 

16  Dick Smies 

19  Jeff Near 

20  Lauren Weesies 

22  Logan Holman 

22  Holly VanderPlaats 

25  Evan Weesies 

26  Sloan Biggs 

26  Diane Hedrick 

28  Brady Tate 

30  Elyse Fredenburg 

31  Sandy Pickett 
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December Volunteers! 

 NURSERY  
 03  Matt & Lindsay DeRose family 

 10  No Nursery due to Journey of Joy 

 17  Rich & Gina Houtteman family 

 24  Dolly Wantuch, Margaret Amstutz, Abriana Ramthun 

 31  Ike Nelson, Joyce Brownell, Braylyn Bultema 
  

SOUND BOARD  
  03  Jeff  Cherry 

  10  Jeff Auch 

  17  Roger Grasman 

  24  Mark Grotenhuis (morning) 

  31  Jeff Cherry 

POWERPOINT  
  03  Lizzy Cherry 

  10  Ryan Springer 

  17  Ann Jeffries  

  24  Casey Lownds (morning) 

  31  Lizzy Cherry 
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  VIDEO  
  03  Trent Grasak 

  10  Isabelle Auch 

  17  Tony Moulds 

  24  Griffin Lownds (morning) 

  31  Trent Grasak 

Children’s Church 
03  Nick & Katie Bultema family (lesson 1) 
10  Dawn Auch (lesson 3) 
17  Eric & Rachel Weesies family (lesson 4) 
24  No Children’s Church 
31  No Children’s Church 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
    

3 9:30 am worship 
with communion 
10:45 am Budget 
meeting 
10:45 am Classes 

1st Sunday of Advent 

4 5 10 am Bible 
Study 
 
1 pm Prayer 
Shawl Group 
6:30 pm Stephen 
Ministry 

6  
all events 6
JUMP 
SOS 
Sr. High Youth

10 9:30 am worship 
10:45 am Classes 

6-8 pm Journey of Joy  
presentations 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

11 12 10 am Bible 
Study 
1 pm Prayer 
Shawl Group 
 

Consistory 

13 
all events 6
JUMP 
SOS 
Sr. High Youth
Alpha 

17 9:30 am worship 
10:45 am Classes 
6 pm Quiet Christmas 
7 pm After the Summit
-Andy Stanley 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

18 Senior Citizen 
Christmas Lunch 
12 noon 

19 10 am Bible 
Study 
1 pm Prayer 
Shawl Group 

20 

24 9:30 am worship  
 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 
 

11 pm Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service 

25 26 27  
6 pm Alpha

31 9:30 am worship 
 

New Year’s Eve 
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 fellowship 

hall reserved 
2  2 pm Our float 
in the parade  

all events 6-7:30 pm: 

Sr. High Youth 

7  6:15 pm Journey 

of Joy rehearsal 
 

7 pm  Men at Peace 

8 9   

6-8 pm Journey 

of Joy presenta-

tions 

all events 6-7:30 pm: 

Sr. High Youth 

14 15 16 fellowship hall 
reserved 

21 

7 pm  Men at Peace 
22 23 

6 pm Alpha 
28 29 30 

   


