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Rev. Leighton Seys, senior pastor 

Rev. Amy de Groot Bowling, family and youth pastor 

Rev. Nick Bowling, family and youth pastor 

Gloria Rademaker, editor / deadline for next issue -  September 19 

Sept. 11—Sunday 
      Nominations for Consistory begin 
10:45      Food & More Committee meets 
2 pm      Nerf at Church 
Sept 13—Tuesday 
10 am      Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
Sept 14—Wednesday 
6 pm      SOS (6th –8th grades) begins 
6 pm      Sr. High (9th-12th grades) begins 
Sept 15—Thursday 
6:15 pm    Bell Choir Rehearsal 
7 pm      Men at Peace (contact Dan 670-0972) 
Sept 18—Sunday 
      Mission of the month offering 
10:45 am  Sunday Classes begin 
Sept 21—Wednesday 
6 pm      Kid Connection (K-5th grades) begins 
7 pm      Elders and Deacons meet, Full Consistory follows 
Sept 25—Sunday 
      Last day to submit nominations 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

 

Date:      Begins September 13 
Time:      10 a.m.—11:30 a.m. 
Where:    Fellowship Hall 
 

Please join us for coffee and fellowship as we delve 
into the Word of God. Questions? Please contact Ben 
Jeffries (894-5043) 
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One of the assignments I remember from seminary was to go 
with a group of two or three others to visit a church.  We would 
make observations about how they kept up the church and also, 
reflect on how they treated visitors.  We would then make a 
second visit to see if anything changed, and also to ask people 
what the church vision & mission was, and ask what the 
church’s greatest gift to the kingdom was.  Following the visit 
we would write up our experience and share it with their pastor. 

So, this first month at Ferry has given me that same chance to 
observe and be able to see things through a lens that is similar 
to that of a visitor.  I don’t know all the history of how or why 
the sanctuary was constructed, or if there was ever any struggle 
with choices that were made over carpet color, or if the coffee 
pot was donated from aunt so-in-so’s estate and so we have to 
repair it rather than ever replace it.  So, I can see the physical 
status with eyes that have not watched for years as things slow-
ly changed over time.     

I also don’t come with relationships that cause people to greet 
me, or avoid me, or make sure that I’m included in activities or 
fellowship. (This isn’t as easy to see as a new pastor, since un-
like a visitor, people are anxious to know me.)  But, like a visi-
tor I can view the spiritual and Christ like attitudes and behav-
iors that a visitor may see.  And, I’ve been looking for the 
awareness level of the vision statement. 

So what have I seen?   

Now before I answer, I’m not setting out to make a critical 
statement about FMRC.  I’m seeking to help FMRC to live out 
the vision God has given for us to do.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Fresh Eyes 
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Some things are petty, some are perhaps real concerns.  I am 
simply asking you to ponder, how differently the view of a 
visitor may be from your own.  So, whether you’ve been here 
for 4 years or 40 years, let’s pause and reflect on how others 
might see things differently.  Put aside for a minute your reac-
tion if something does or does not need to be changed and 
simply reflect on what you may be missing.  I’m also, just go-
ing to mention a few of the things I’ve observed, but ask you 
to look beyond the few I mention.    

As you enter from the parking lot there are stairs down to the 
basement.  They are not lit.  The brick walls are dark and the 
ceiling is brown.  Below the bricks are raw unpainted cinder 
blocks.  And an unwelcoming chain bars you entrance to the 
stairs.   While the intended purpose of the chain may be one of 
safety, and the darkness simply because it is unused in the 
summer, pause and wonder if you saw this the first time how 
warm and invited you would feel?   

If you enter from the street side, after passing through the 
glass doors, you may notice next to the prayer room is a sec-
tion of wall that does not have the lower piece of paneling to 
match the rest of the hallway.  And in front of that wall is a 
plant that seems as if it was placed there simply to cover up 
the missing panel.  Are things not done to completion?  Do 
things get neglected?  Do we cover up things so we feel better, 
but not actually fix things?  Again, I’m asking you to see what 
someone might see for the first time, not to react in defense of 
why it is the way it is. 

Leaving the physical things for a while and turning to the peo-
ple.  As I watch, I see people engaged with one another.  Peo-
ple are excited to see one another prior to worship and eager to 
assist those with needs.  During the service people are engaged 
in worship and receptive and responsive to songs, prayers, and 
sermons.  Following the service I have noticed that some 
groups seem to form as we move from one space to the next 
and some head straight away to refreshments while others con-
gregate to talk. I feel welcomed, or at least that once I may get 
to know people that I will be welcomed. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Where’d They Go? 

Sr. High end-of-summer event was loads of 

fun.  We began the night with ice cream—

because…you know, why not?  Pastor 

Leighton and Brandi came to scoop and serve.  Our big idea 

for the night was to go downtown and play hide and seek.  

We broke up into four teams with Pastor Amy, Alan 

Weesies, Amy Weesies, & Pastor Nick each taking a team.   

The freshmen boy team was first to hide.  They found their 

way down the hill, past the post office, and hid in woods 

behind Dr. Husiak’s dental office.  It was a solid hiding spot.  

Alan’s group was the first to find them.  In our game, once 

you find a team, you hide with them while the rest of the 

teams search.  If it takes too long….you can text a picture 

clue of where you are. 

Alan’s team (being the first to find the hiding spot) got to 

hide next.  They were cunning!  They were swift!  And no one 

could find them.  After a while they gave a clue—a picture 

text of a….um, what is that?  Is that a concrete sidewalk 

or a wall?  It was a superb clue.  It was obviously concrete, 

but impossible to tell the size or scale of their picture.  

That’s when we started hearing the other groups yelling our 

names.  And then the taunting texts started.  My team 

realized that we were definitely the last team to figure out 

the clue.  We found the rest of the youth group neatly 

tucked behind a pallet of cinder blocks at Ramthun Con-

crete.   

It was a great start to our year!  Alan and Amy Weesies 

are on the team!  Our Wednesday night meetings will begin 

September 14, 6-7:30 p.m.   

Pastor Nick 
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Pastor Leighton will be offering a class on how to study 

the Bible.  Most people have read the 

Bible throughout their lives, but few have 

ever been taught how to study it.  Bible 

Study is essential for: Growth — 1 Peter 2:2, 

Spiritual Maturity — Hebrews 5:11-14, 

Spiritual Effectiveness — 2 Timothy 3:16-17.  

The class will run for four weeks, beginning September 18.  

It is designed for people of all levels of knowledge and 

experience.  You will however, have weekly homework.   

Video On Web? 

Maybe you've wondered about that little black screen 

on the front pew.  Or for those that have added Pastor 

Leighton or Brandi on Facebook you may have noticed 

posts of the sermons are showing up on line.  So, here's 

the scoop.  Pastor Leighton really wanted to video the 

installation service, but had forgotten his video camera 

in Iowa.  Rather than purchasing 

a new video camera, he bought 

an amazon fire, that could do 

the video recording from the 

front row.  Other than the installa-

tion service, he has only been 

recording the sermons.  those have all been posted 

online to his personal accounts, which he has been up-

loading online for over ten years.  However, we have 

not yet posted them to FerryChurch.org yet.  We only 

want to post those things connected directly to FMRC 

on our website.  We will be working to get those added 

in the next month 

Adult Sunday School Class BSM (Bible Study Methods) 
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But while I see the genuine desire for fellowship, I have also 
experienced a sense of not being able to move into the fellow-
ship area as people just stop in doorways and chat.  Some ques-
tions that came to mind were; Do they actually see the visitor?  
Do they care about the needs of others or just themselves?  Or 
is there a space and flow issue that everyone else seems to be 
able to manage and I just need to learn the flow of the stream, 
so to speak?   

So what am I really leading up to? 

My desire is to help us each to live out the vision of FMRC.  
To be a people who are “Reaching Up to God and Reaching 
Out to People.”  How do we do this?  The first step in doing so 
is to evaluate and reflect upon where we are and how we are 
viewed by those we seek to reach out to.   Following that are 
several things.  These are not in a specific order.   

Set audacious goals for where we are going and how we will 
live out our vision.  Create a wish list of things, that if time and 
money were no object we would like to do or change.  Help 
equip and train leaders for all ministries in the church.  Know 
and use our Spiritual gifts, talents and strengths.  Grow in faith 
and fruitfulness through Spiritual Disciplines, including si-
lence, prayer and Bible study, to name a few.  Engage and 
equip people in areas they struggle like parenting, finances, 
marriage, evangelism, etc.  Spend time with one another to en-
courage, support and challenge each other in our Christian 
Journey.  Be willing to try something new and willing to fail at 
it.  If you have to be perfect before you can do something you 
will never do anything.   

I could add a few more, but I hope you see where this is lead-
ing.  We need to know who we are and focus on where we are 
going.  I for one see a firm foundation of faith here at FMRC 

and I can’t wait to see and be a part of what God is going to do 
in and through us in the next year, five years, twenty five years. 

 

  Pastor Leighton            

(Continued from page 2) 
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     G R O W  in faith this year! 

 
There are many opportunities at FMRC to grow deeper in 
knowledge of God and deeper in love with God! 
 
KID CONNECTION-you don’t need to know the Bible 
to come! Invite a friend! Songs, stories, games and snack! 
For ages K-5th grade, meets Wednesday nights 6-7:30 
pm.  Dawn Auch and Renée Cherry are leading. Deb 
Schutter works with the younger kids, Mark Grotenhuis 
works with the older kids. Begins Sept. 21 
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL-meets Sundays 10:45-11:30 am, 
begins Sept. 18.  Explore God’s Big Story-the Bible! 
Songtime             Renée Cherry  
PreK and K         Katie Bultema 
1st, 2nd                  Kevin Ramthun (need a co-teacher) 
3rd, 4th, 5th            Michelle Hamann & Rachelle Johnson 
Middle School and High School combined into one awe-
somely large class       Gina Houtteman 

 

S.O.S. (middle school) Wednesday 6-7:30 pm.  Your 
faith in Jesus can impact everyday life in middle school 
(and we play great games!) Pastor Nick (and others) leads, 
need additional leaders-Diane and Gary Hedrick have 
“retired” (thanks for working with SOS for 13 years!). 
Begins Sept. 14 
 
SR. HIGH Wednesdays 6-7:30 pm. Alan and Amy 
Weesies co-lead with Pastor Amy. Snacks, games, and 
learn about where it all began-the book of Genesis! Be-
gins Sept. 14 
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September’s Mission of the Month  

Grace and Light  

 

Based in Nigeria, Africa, 
Grace & Light takes a 
unique church-centered ap-
proach to the HIV pandem-
ic; integrating prevention, 
care and support and atti-
tude change activities. We work through local Afr i-
can churches of any denomination. Churches are root-
ed in their communities and retain respect, a potent 
combination in the fight against HIV & AIDS. Grace 
and Light partners with World Renew, a Christian Re-
formed ministry.  In Grace & Light medical personnel 
and theologians work together to transform lives 
through our three principles grace, openness and love.  
John and Chris Breuker volunteer with Grace and 
Light in Nigeria.  

We appreciate you!! 

Thanks to the yard crew for 

keeping our grass, bushes and 

trees looking so great!  

 Dick Parker, Don Poel, Jeff Near, Roger Gras-

man, thanks for your time, energy, and for us-

ing your gifts for Christ’s church!  
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19  Sue Morford 

19  Sharon Schutter 

19  Ella Schutter 

19  Stephen Weesies 

20  Bern Doornbos 

23  Cayden Ritchie 

24  Dick Parker 

24  Angie Schutter 

25  Diane Levandowski 

27  Ruth Pecott 

28  Brandi Seys 

29  Alex Coron 

30  Sue Steensma 

04  Kevin Schutter 

05  Danika Ramthun 

05  Allison Tate 

09  Jeanne Flanders 

09 Marion Jaunese 

09  Dane Roesler 

11  Willow Hakken 

11  Clara O’Neill 

11  Steve Rudat 

12  Dennis Roesler 

14  Jeff Cherry 

18  Kathy LeTarte 

18  Mark Levandowski 

Happy September Birthday! 

September Wedding Anniversaries 
02  Bob & Barb Paton 

03  Bruce & Shelley Berson 

09  Mark & Stephy Grotenhuis 

10  Allen & Margo Fredenburg 

11  Jeff & Jeanne Near 

11  Leighton & Brandi Seys 

14  Ron & Cathy Aulerich 17  Steve & Jill Sikkenga 

19  Dean & Karen Lohman 

20  Scott & Angie Schutter 

23  Chris & Laura Ritchie 

26  Jeff & Dawn Auch 

29  Mark & Diane Levandowski 

29  Doug & Carol Brand-Twa 
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COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME - 
 

coffee preparers/servers  cookies/snacks providers 

04  Lois Brinks &   04  Rachel Weesies  

  Carol Brand-Twa    

11  Mark & Diane Levandowski 11  Brad & Susan Tate 

18  Tony & Sue Moulds  18  Margaret Amstutz 

25  Lynn & Ike Nelson   25  Karen Bolema 

If we have missed 
your birthday or anniversary,  

please call Gloria in the church office  
(894-9415) or email: fmrchurch@charter.net  

and provide the missing information.   
   We would like to “recognize” your special date! 

September Volunteers! 

 NURSERY  
 04  Nick & Katie Bultema family 

 11  Matt & Kim Springer family 

 18  Amanda Holman and Stephy Grotenhuis 

 25  Jeff & Renée Cherry family 

  
         

 SOUND BOARD  
  04  Roger Grasman 

  11  Mark Grotenhuis 

  18  Jeff Cherry 

  25  Jeff Auch 

   

POWERPOINT  
04  Ann Jeffries 

11  Casey Lownds 

18  Lizzy Cherry 

25  Ryan Springer 



Ferry Log - 6 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

    

4  
Outdoor 
Worship 9:30 am 
(weather permit-
ting) 

5 6 NO Prayer Shawl 
Group 

7 

11Worship 9:30 am 
 

Nominations list is 
distributed 
 

Food & More Co. 
after the service 
 

Nerf at Church 2 pm 

12 13   
Bible Study 10 am 
 

Prayer Shawl 1 pm 
 

Stephen Ministry 
6:30 pm 

14   
SOS  6 pm 

Sr. High Youth 6 pm

18 
Worship 9:30 am 
 

Mission of the 
Month Offering 
 

Sunday classes 
begin 

19 20   
Bible Study 10 am 
 

Prayer Shawl 1 pm 

21  
SOS 6 pm 

Sr High 6 pm

Kid Connection 6 pm
 

Consistory 

25 
Worship 9:30 am 
 

Last day to submit 
nominations 

26 27 
Bible Study 10 am 
 

Prayer Shawl 1 pm 
 

Stephen Ministry 
6:30 pm 

28 
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Mission of the Month 
♥ 

Grace & Light International 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  
Bell Choir 6:15 pm 
 
   
 
7:00 pm 

2 3 

8 
Bell Choir 6:15 pm 

9 10 

SOS  6 pm 

Sr. High Youth 6 pm 

15   
Bell Choir 6:15 pm 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 

16 17 

SOS 6 pm 

Sr High 6 pm 

Kid Connection 6 pm 

Consistory  

22 
Bell Choir 6:15 pm 

23 24 

29 
Bell Choir 6:15 pm 

30  


