Party with a Purpose!
Women at Risk International (WAR, Int’l) is a
Grand Rapids-based, nonprofit organization, established to create circles of protection around at-risk
women and children. Through culturally sensitive,
value-added intervention projects and partnerships,
we provide safe places to heal from abuse, trafficking, exploitation, and more. Our passion is to empower survivors to live and work with dignity and
hope.
Mary Brower will be hosting a Women at Risk “Party
with a Purpose” on Saturday, November 5, 2016 from
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at her home (8937 Indian Hills Rd,
Montague). Please come and check out reasonably
priced, beautiful, hand-made jewelry and other items
for sale. Thanks for your support.
GREETERS AT THE DOORS
North entrance: Lynn & Ike Nelson
South & East entrances: Mike & Sharon Barnhardt
Thank you for offering a welcoming hand and smile as we
come to worship the Lord.
Rev. Leighton Seys, senior pastor
Rev. Amy de Groot Bowling, family and youth pastor
Rev. Nick Bowling, family and youth pastor
Gloria Rademaker, editor / deadline for next issue - November 21

Newsletter of Ferry Memorial Reformed Church



October 2016

When Can We Start?
As a staff we have begun looking at the Clifton Strengths
Finder, and the book Living Your Strengths. The reasons
to do so is to help us know and understand how we each
naturally do things and to see how we can work best as a
team. I am a big advocate of knowing your strengths and
spiritual gifts so that you can live them out and use them
to be a blessing. The online survey gives you your top
five strengths. of the 34 strengths we have 16 of them
covered as a staff. We have 9 strengths that are held by
one of us and 7 that are shared by 2 or 3 of us. I may say
more about this later on but, we have just begun to engage
this.
One of the strengths that I bring to the staff that is not
shared by others is Activator. Looking at how the book
speaks about the Activator Strength the first sentence is
this: "When can we start?" So, if you were wondering
about how I suddenly was here on Aug first when the vote
to call me was just a few weeks before. Or how suddenly
we have sermons videos online within the first month. Or
any of the new things I'll be listing later. It has to do with
this strength.
Here's a few other things it says about the strength. "You
can see how ideas can be turned into action... Activator
talents are valuable because they generate the energy to
get things going and then done. This theme brings innovation and creative approaches to problem solving." And
here are scripture passages related to the strength: James
1:22-24, Ecclesiastes 11:4-6, John 13:17.
(Continued on page 2)
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So why mention this? I think it is a great thing to know
how each of us is gifted and how we approach things, to
be able to encourage each other and appreciate how we
may bless the kingdom of God in our own way. Additionally, I thought it would be good to share one of my
strengths to help everyone know that for some there may
seem like a lot of this suddenly happening, and they
might feel that I might be feeling overwhelmed or over
functioning, when in reality I'm being energized and excited by accomplishing a lot of things very quickly. Plus
mentioning and explaining all of that should shed some
light on all the things that I'm about to mention below.
New Church Emails.
A few years back Charter told us we could no longer have
emails for the church, as that is not part of what they provide for businesses. All emails then had to be migrated to
staffs home accounts to maintain them. Since then they
have explored how to have uniform and professional
emails for the church, but did not find a solution. This
was shared with me at a staff meeting. I had previously
set this up for another church using Google Non-Profit.
So, I agreed to take on the task. We now all have email
accounts that are @ferrychurch.org accounts. All our old
accounts will still be active for the next 6 months as we
transition over to the new ones. So, don't worry if you
forget and send it to the old ones. We will let you know
when we may close the other emails.
So here are the new emails:
Pastor Nick's is pastornick@ferrychurch.org.
Pastor Amy's is pastoramy@ferrychurch.org.
Pastor Leighton's is pastorleighton@ferrychurch.org
Gloria is grademaker@ferrychurch.org. and
FMRC for general things is office@ferrychurch.org.
(Continued on page 3)
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off Sept. 14 with 10 enthusiastic kids. They spent 30
minutes in big games with the middle school, then came
downstairs for sr. high time-activities, snack and a lesson on
creation. Pastor Amy leads with John Breuker, and is looking for a few leaders to fill in when John is travelling.
Sunday School kicked off Sept. 18 after wor ship; all ages
are welcome to learn about God’s Word and build relationships with others in their church family!
PreK-K—Katie Bultema
1st 2nd—Kevin Ramthun (need a team teacher)
3rd-5th—Michelle Hamann/Rachelle Johnson
Middle School/High School—Gina Houtteman and Dick
Smies
Layover—Study of James
Adult Sunday School in Friendship House—How to Read
the Bible; Pastor Leighton leads

Adult Wednesday Evening Class—Bible Study Methods
Pastor Leighton will again offer this class on how to study
the Bible, beginning Wednesday, October 26, 6 p.m. The
class will run for four weeks. Most people
have read the Bible throughout their lives,
but few have ever been taught how to
study it. Bible Study is essential for: Growth
— 1 Peter 2:2, Spiritual Maturity — Hebrews
5:11-14, Spiritual Effectiveness — 2 Timothy
3:16-17.
It is designed for people of all levels of
knowledge and experience. You will however, have
weekly homework.
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Youth Scoop
For everything there is a season, a time for
every activity under heaven… Ecclesiastes 3:1
It is the season of fall, and kickoff of Ferry’s
fall programs!
Wednesday nights at FMRC are full of joyful energy and
enthusiasm! As I (Pastor Amy) was greeting a new parent
on Wednesday night, she said, “We are looking for a new
church, and a friend told me to try Ferry Memorial. They
have a kids program on Wednesday nights”. Awesome!
This is season 3 of Kid Connection, and word has gotten
around that FMRC has a well established program where
kids are loved and can grow in knowledge of God and
God’s Word.
K-5th grade-Kid Connection (Dawn Auch, Renée Cher ry) kicked off Sept. 21 with 30 kids, with some new faces.
Through activities, storytelling and skits, kids learn about
God’s Big Story (the Bible). Kids don’t need to know anything about the Bible to attend-friends are encouraged to
come! Added to our excellent veteran teachers from last
year is new 3rd-5th grade teacher Mark Grotenhuis. Want to
help with this great outreach program? Bring a snack, help
in nursery (for volunteers’ kids). Talk to Dawn or Renee!
S.O.S. (Servants of the Savior)-middle school kicked off
Sept. 14 with 20 delightful middle schoolers! They played
outdoor and indoor games, worshiped God through song,
and learned about creation, and how God creates all things
good. Veteran leaders Diane and Gary Hedrick have retired, and Pastor Nick is looking for some help (especially
this fall as new kids come-kids need to feel welcomed).
Qualifications? Love Jesus, and love kids. And be available
Wednesdays from 6-7:30 pm. You don’t have to volunteer
every week, just as you are available! Talk to Pastor Nick.
Sr. High also meets on Wednesday nights, and kicked
(Continued on page 11)
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We can create up to 30 email addresses, so in the future
we can choose to add others as needed for various ministries.
YouTube
For years we have done audio recordings of the service
and put the sermons on our website. Now we have taken
another step. We have set up a church YouTube account search for Ferry Memorial Reformed Church or https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCja9stKrd6B80kxANQpHy5w. Here we have begun
putting all the sermons in video. You can view them and
share them with others from youtube or you can view
them from the church website. If you want the whole service you will still need to get that on CD from the office.
Visitor Follow-Up
The first week I was here I watched a webinar on visitor
follow-up from Text In Church. Obviously they wanted to
sell me a program to help us do this. But what they shared
was very informative and had a lot of merit behind it. So
after talking with staff and consistory I looked into how
we might be able to do this without have someone else do
the hosting for it and at a minimal cost. Without boring
you with the details of each step of followup to visitors
and all the steps it took to find and create the plan we are
going to try, I'm just gonna share the bare bones of it. We
all know that more and more people have cell phones and
that that isn't likely to change soon. So, in addition to the
cards for visitors to fill out in the pews, we will seek to
collect info from visitors by Text Message. Visitors will
simply Text the word Visitor to 231.994.3672 (which is 99
4 FMRC). Those Text messages will go to an email and
from there we will connect with our visitors to get contact
info and share info about FMRC. This will be a work in
progress to establish all the follow up steps. So, we may
(Continued on page 4)
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be looking for help with some of those steps down the road,
depending upon what kind of response we receive.
More Communication
I remember ten years ago trying to connect with college students who never replied to email and being told to
"Facebook" them. Well, often it seems that we need to listen to the people we are trying to communicate with to learn
how best to connect to them. So, we will not just be using
Texting only to connect to visitors, but also to communicate
to those already a part of the FMRC family. We would be
overwhelmed to have everyone Text us all at once, so we
will work towards this one group at a time. Just one group a
month to help us get started. So, our first group will be
SOS. Pastor Nick has wanted to be able to Text kids for a
while but wants parents to know who it is Texting
them. So, by having a published Texting number that people will know is from FMRC, no one will have to wonder
who may be texting their kids. So, SOS Parents will simply
Text SOS Mom or SOS Dad to 231.994.3672 (which is 99 4
FMRC). SOS KIDS will simply Text SOS Girl or SOS
Boy to 231.994.3672 (which is 99 4 FMRC). You will get
a follow up Text requesting further info.
One final thing. Last Sunday we took possession of our
new home. We will be looking for opportunities to have
people over. We will let you know more soon. Our new
address is 8586 Judson Lane, Montague. We will not have
a home phone. So, if you want to reach us: Leighton's
Phone 231.747.0989, Brandi's Phone 319.883.9217. Thank
you for all your prayers and for all who helped us unload
the truck!

If you would like to be matched with a Stephen Minister, please contact Phil Brower,
Deb Markel or Larry VanderPlaats

Pa s t or L e i gh t o n
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Happy October Birthday!
03
06
08
08
10
13
19
19
19
19

Phil Brower
Hannah Moulds
Carissa McGahan
Dave Rypma
Brian Simpson
Donna Rypma
Jacob Fredenburg
Brieann Hamann
Dean Lohman
Sue Moulds

20 Mike Joyce
22 Brayden Berson
25 Sandra Huttenga
27 Deb Markel
28 Ben Bowling
28 Joanne Heck
28 Gloria Rademaker
28 Morgan Weesies
30 Amy Weesies

October Wedding Anniversaries
06
09
11
14
15
19
31

John & Sandy Pickett
Steve & Deb Markel
Dave & Chris DeRose
Phil & Mary Brower
Gary & Diane Hedrick
Mike & Sharon Barnhardt
Gary & Sharon Ransom

If we have missed
your birthday or anniversary,
please call Gloria in the church office
(894-9415) or email: grademaker@ferrychurch.org
and provide the missing information.
We would like to “recognize” your special date!
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NURSERY

02
09
16
23
30

October Volunteers!

Matt & Lindsay DeRose family
Dawn & Isabelle Auch, Kaitlyn Hamann
Rich & Gina Houtteman
Dolly Wantuch, Margaret Amstutz, Seth Cherry
Mike & Lisa McGahan family

SOUND BOARD

POWERPOINT

02
09
16
23
30

02
09
16
23
30

Roger Grasman
Mark Grotenhuis
Jeff Cherry
Jeff Auch
Roger Grasman

Ann Jeffries
Casey Lownds
Lizzy Cherry
Ryan Springer
Ann Jeffries

Children’s Church

02
09
16
23
30

Mandie & Braley Johnson, Rachel Houtteman - lesson 43
Ann Beishuizen, Joyce Brownell - lesson 44
Jeff & Renée Cherry family - lesson 46
Kevin & Lynn Ramthun family - lesson 47
Lindsay DeRose & Rachel Houtteman - lesson 48

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME -

coffee preparers/servers
02 Dan & Janice Proctor
09
16
23
30

cookies/snacks providers
02 Katie Bultema &
Donna Rypma
Carol Witzke
09 Renée Cherry &
Chris DeRose
Gary & Sharon Ransom
16 Bonnie Gouine &
Phyllis Zatzke
Jeff & Dawn Auch
23 Michelle Hamann &
Lisa McGahan
Lois Brinks & Carol Brand-Twa 30 Lynn Ramthun &
Rachel Weesies
Ferry Log - 5

Mission of the Month
♥
Food & More
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
Worship 9:30 am
Communion

3

4
5
6
7
Bible Study 10 am
all events: 6-7:30
6pm: Hand bells 6:15 pm
Prayer Shawl 1 pm Kid Connection
S.O.S.
7:00 pm
Sr. High

8

10

11
Bible Study 10 am
Prayer Shawl 1 pm

12
13
14
all events: 6-7:30
6pm: Hand bells 6:15 pm
Kid Connection
S.O.S.
Sr. High

15

19
20
21
all events: 6-7:30
6pm: Hand bells 6:15 pm
Kid Connection
S.O.S.
Sr. High
7:00 pm
__________

22

26
27
28
all events: 6-7:30
6pm: Hand bells 6:15 pm
Kid Connection
S.O.S.
Sr. High

29

World Communion
Sunday

9
Worship 9:30 am

Stephen Ministry
6:30 pm
16
Worship 9:30 am
Congregational
Meeting

17

18
Bible Study 10 am
Prayer Shawl 1 pm

Consistory

23
Worship 9:30 am

24

25
Bible Study 10 am
Prayer Shawl 1 pm
Stephen Ministry
6:30 pm

30
Worship 9:30 am
Communion
Reformation
Sunday

31
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