
Ferry Log - 12 

Rev. Walter Jones, Interim pastor 

Rev. Amy de Groot Bowling, family and youth pastor 

Rev. Nick Bowling, family and youth pastor 

Gloria Rademaker, editor / deadline for next issue -  July 25 

BLOCK PARTY 

What does your family do in the sum-
mer?  Barbeque?  Fun on the Lake?  
Spending time with kids?  That can be 
our goal at church too.  We are a 

family that likes to be together.  We worship inside on 
Sundays, but we can just as easily worship and cele-
brate God outside.  “Church doesn’t have to be like 
medicine,” said Tony Moulds in a recent listening 
group.  (Can Tony get an Amen?) 

I would also point us to the wisdom of the Westmin-
ster Shorter Catechism.  The very first thing it in-
structs us to do is glorify God and enjoy Him forev-
er.  A church who is doing this has its priorities in 
the right place and is filled with love, grace, and joy.  
I hope this was your experience at the Block Party.  
We enjoy our church family, we seek to please and 
glorify God, and we share God’s good gifts with our 
neighbors.  Thanks to everyone who came, those who 
invited friends, and those who served.    
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from Pastor Walt… 
“Reflections on America…” 

 Its summertime and this issue of our church newsletter 

will hopefully arrive in your hands just shortly before the July 

4th holiday.  For many of the families of the congregation and 

community the summer months mean the end of the school 

year, a time to have the younger kids home for a few weeks, 

the end of the college term and the opportunity to have our old-

er young people home for a time.  Summer time means gradua-

tions, and parties and many times, weddings.  It means family 

vacations and getaways… all those things that so many of us in 

our country look forward to… and so we should as we travel 

around and across this country of ours.  What I’ve just de-

scribed for us all are hopefully happy images and joyful times. 

 But on a more somber note, I saw an image the other 

night on television, on CNN, that frankly made my blood boil.   

I don’t recall right at the moment where the images came from, 

but I certainly remember the image.  There was a crowd milling 

through the streets of a depressed third world type scene, and 

there right in the middle was an American flag being drug 

through the mud of the street amid that crowd.   Immediately,    

I felt the hair on the back of my neck begin to rise.  I was in-

censed.  No more than that, I was angry.  How dare they, I 

wondered? 

 My mind shifted to another image.  I thought of the 

words, “And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in 

air…”  I thought of the words that every school child knows by 

heart, “One nation under God, indivisible with liberty and jus-

tice for all.” 

 I don’t intend this to be a “my country, right or wrong” 

sort of article, just a reminder to you to stop and think about 

this country God has given us called America, and our respon-

(Continued on page 2) 
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sibility to it and for it.  I’m proud of my country, I really am, even 

though at times, I’m not always happy with the way it acts and 

behaves, but I am proud of it none the less. 

 To my way of thinking, we have at times wandered from 

the positions our founding fathers first envisioned for us.  While 

we have come far in many areas within our land there is still 

much work to be done to ensure that every citizen from Maine to 

California, Montana to Louisiana is afforded the rights and bless-

ings that this land has to offer.             

It still amazes me sometimes that within our land we can 

openly agree or disagree with our leaders and not fear the knock 

on the door in the middle of the night.  We can meet in churches, 

schools and public meeting places and make our thoughts and 

wishes known.  We can disagree without the fear of violence and 

bloodshed.  I can stand in the pulpit of this congregation, for in-

stance, and feel free to share my understanding of the Scriptures 

without restriction or censure.   Some of these basic freedoms are 

but dreams still in many parts of our world. 

 We often in many parts of the world take a beating… po-

litically, economically, socially, any number of ways… but let 

there be trouble, let there be war, let there be some sort of disas-

ter, be it storm, or flood, or famine, or disease, or whatever and 

guess who more often than not is the first to roll up their sleeves 

and show up to help? 

 So now, what I am trying to say?  What am I asking you, 

my fellow citizens to do?  It’s simply this… one of the greatest 

dangers in our country is lethargy and indifference.  And so, I’m 

asking each one of you, as you and your family travel about this 

summer from place to place, be it a summer vacation to the 

beach, the mountains, the water park, “Grandma’s house” or you 

just stay around home and enjoy the sun, I’m asking that you 

would make a point of thinking about and praying for both our 

country and its leaders.  That’s not a “red state or a blue state” 

sort of request.  It’s just a reminder from one fellow countryman 

to another. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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 I trust that you will give thanks to God for the blessings 

that we have and enjoy in this country, flaws and all.  Thank 

God for the schools that educate and train our children, the doc-

tors and hospitals that we can turn to in times of physical need, 

the churches of every shape, size, denomination and worship 

style that allow us the freedom to call upon the name of the 

Lord as we will.  Thank God for the shops and the factories, the 

farms and the offices that drive our nation’s economy and make 

it strong.   Remember and pray for the thousands upon thou-

sands of men and the women in uniforms of various colors and 

shapes that unitedly stand up and safeguard all that we have the 

world over. 

 I mentioned it earlier in this piece, but it’s certainly im-

portant enough to mention again all on its own.  I trust that each 

of you might join with me in praying each day, not just during 

the summer months, but throughout the year for our country and 

its leaders.  God’s Word says, “Blessed is the nation whose God 

is the Lord.”  Sometimes I fear that America is a nation under 

siege from any number of “gods” who call out to us from every 

direction.  Counterfeit gods of materialism and pride and self-

ishness and envy and hatred and immorality who are capable of 

“neither talking the talk nor walking the walk” that will lead 

this nation forward in becoming all that it can become. 

 Let us covet together this summer and in the days to 

come, to do all that we can, one step at a time, one individual at 

a time, to make our country great, to seek to reach out and sup-

port, encourage and assist others, and as Christians, to live each 

day before a weary world the truth of the love and understand-

ing that Jesus has put into our hearts.   

 My friends, because together we name the name, 

“Christian,” for the sake of God our Father, and Jesus our Sav-

ior… we can do no less.  God bless you as individuals and fam-

ilies in these coming days; and may God bless America. 
 

Grace and peace, 
 

   Pastor Jones 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Are you or your child looking for a place to vol-

unteer this summer? Do you enjoy visiting old-

er folks?  Pastoral Care Assistants are looking for 

some summer volunteers!  Pastoral Care Assis-

tants is a new ministry of friendship and fellow-

ship with FMRC’s shut-ins.  If you are interested, you would 

visit 1-2 times this summer, and go with a current PCA person 

to visit an elderly person.  Many of our senior saints have 

walked with Jesus in times of great joy and heartache.  What 

might we learn from them about how to live a faithful Christian 

life?  What might God be teaching us through their lives? If 

you are interested, talk to Julie Knoester or Marilyn 

VandenHeuvel. 

The value of listening 
  

Ferry recently hosted a listening event—“Where is God leading 

Ferry.”  Six groups sat down together and discussed our past, 

present, and future.  Each person was given time to share where 

they think God is leading Ferry.  We heard some new ideas, 

and also some historic truths about us.   

The value of this event is greater than what we gleaned from 

individual responses.  When we listen, we value each other.  

When we listen, we seek to understand before we respond.  The 

result: we draw closer to each other (sometimes literally).  Lis-

tening and good communication build trust.  Let’s practice the 

posture of the listener in prayer and with each other.    
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Meet the Seys! 

Consistory has recommended Rev. Leighton Seys (pronounced 

‘size’) for the sr. pastor position at Ferry Memorial Reformed 

Church. He and his wife Brandi came on June 26 to meet the 

congregation, and Pastor Leighton preached.  There was a light 

lunch after worship, and Pastor Leighton and Brandi shared more 

about themselves. 

Pastor Leighton is currently pastor ing Hope Reformed 

Church in Parkersburg, IA. He has previously served churches in 

South Dakota and Texas.  He is currently Classis Stewardship 

Committee Chair in Pleasant Prairie Classis.  When his kids were 

in high school, Pastor Leighton was an assistant high school 

wrestling coach, and head cross country coach.  

Pastor Leighton graduated from Grand Valley State University 

(BS), taught for a few years, then attended Dallas Theological 

Seminary (ThM). 

Brandi is a registered nurse working as a Legal Nurse Con-

sultant. She is an independent contractor for healthcare systems 

in Texas and Oklahoma.  This is an internet based “work from 

anywhere” job. She is a mom to three college age children- Mari-

sol, Steffen and Leeland.  

Some of Pastor Leighton’s core values: 

 No one is beyond God's love or ability to be used for minis-

try. 

 Integrity matters more than anything we will ever say.   

 The church is not for those who are inside the four walls 

alone, it is additionally for those yet outside the walls.   

 We need to be stewards of our time, money and resources, 

including education and talents.  All gifts are given for the 

building up of the body.   

 If we neglect to use our gifts properly or by not acting at all, 

we are denying the body of what God has given us to use to 

be a blessing for the kingdom 
 (Continued on page 4) 
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What is Pastor Leighton’s vision for the greater 

church in the next 5-10 years? 

  “My vision is that people will come to understand that 

following Christ really means to follow him every day.” 

 “It is not just something you made a decision about one 

day and then live how you want.” 

 “I hope to see people growing deeper in their walk with 

Christ and so passionate about loving God and others that 

people want  what they have creating desire to follow 

them in following Jesus.” 

  “I want to see people serving God right where they are, as 

well as around the world.  I hope for unity throughout the 

body….I see a new generation of both lay and pastoral 

leaders that care more about fulfilling the great commis-

sion than they do about what happens for one hour on 

Sunday.” 

 

 

 

July 10 Congregational meeting after  worship to vote on 

extending a call to Rev. Leighton Seys as the sr. pastor at Fer-

ry Memorial Reformed Church. If you would like an absentee 

ballot, please request one from the church office ASAP. 

If the congregational vote is affirmative, FMRC’s consistory 

will extend a call to Rev. Seys, and give the Seys’ a few 

weeks to pray about it and make a decision. 

If Rev. Seys accepts the call to FMRC, his name will be pub-

lished in our bulletin for 3 consecutive Sundays before he 

comes.  This is similar to the process when we elect elders 

and deacons, and is in keeping with the RCA’s Book of 

Church Order. 
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Sr. High summer mission trip 
-SERVE to Ontario, Canada July 
2-9!  Students Katie Howard, 
Cecelia McGahan and Bekah 
Kozicki  go with leaders Lisa 
McGahan and Pastor Amy to spend a week serv-
ing God and serving neighbors!  SERVE’s theme 
this year is Make Change, Be Changed.  Please 
pray that our students will both make change 
where they serve, and be changed by the One 
they serve! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 20, 6 pm Maple Grove potluck and play, for 
Kid Connection kids and families! Your family is 
welcome for a fun night of games, playground time 
and a potluck!  Bring a dish to share, and come 
hang out!  Questions? Talk to Renée Cherry or 
Dawn Auch 
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19  Alec Breit 

21  Margo Fredenburg 

22  Nikki Borgman 

22  Joyce Brownell 

22  Jodie Roesler 

25  Dawn Auch 

25  Carol Witzke 

27  Eric Weesies 

01  Emma Weesies 

05  Amanda Rudat 

06  Andrew Moulds 

11  Lisa McGahan 

12  Scott Schutter 

13  Renée Cherry 

16  Brayella Bultema 

17  Scott McGee 

Happy July Birthday! 

July Wedding Anniversaries 

01  Rick & Amanda Holman 

09  Dennis & Shirley Dahl 

11  Luke & Marie Hakken 

11  Brian & Sharyl Simpson 

14  Tom & Kathy Oakes 

26  Eric & Rachel Weesies
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COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME - 
 

coffee preparers/servers  cookies/snacks providers 

03  Lois Brinks &   03  Brad & Susan Tate 

  Carol Brand-Twa   

10  Mark & Diane Levandowski 10  Margaret Amstutz 

17  Tony & Sue Moulds  17  Karen Bolema 

24  Lynn & Ike Nelson   24  Katie Bultema & 

      Donna Rypma 

31  Carol Witzke   31  Renée Cherry &  

      Chris DeRose 

 

Memorial Garden Bricks 
 

If you would like to place a brick in the memorial 

garden, please pick up a form from the sign-up 

table in Fellowship Hall and bring or mail the 

completed form to the office.  Cost of imprinting:  $30.    

Questions?  Ask Gloria Rademaker  (fmrchurch@charter.net) 

July Volunteers! 

 NURSERY  
 03  Dolly Wantuch, Margaret Amstutz, Seth Cherry 

 10  Mike & Lisa McGahan family 

 17  Ike Nelson, Joyce Brownell, Kaitlyn Hamann 

 24  Scott & Angie Schutter, Emma Hector 

 31  John &  Michelle Hamann family 
         

 SOUND BOARD  
  03  Jeff Auch 

  10  Roger Grasman 

  17  Mark Grotenhuis 

  24  Jeff Cherry 

  31  Jeff Auch 

POWERPOINT  
03  Casey Lownds 

10  Ann Jeffries 

17  Ryan Springer 

24  Lizzy Cherry 

31  Ryan Springer 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

    

3 Pastor Walt 4 5 6 

10 Pastor Nick 
 

Congregational 
Meeting 10:30 am 

11 12 13 
Stephen Ministry 
Supervision 6:30 
pm 

17 Pastor Walt 18 19 20 Kid Connection 

Potluck at Maple 
Grove Park 6 pm
 

Consistory

24 Pastor Walt  25 26 27 

31 Pastor Walt    

Senior High Mission Trip to Port Perry, Ontario, Canada  (July 2 , 7:45 a.m.
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2  Sr. High trip  

     begins 7:45 am 

7   
Men at Peace 7 pm 

8 9 

Stephen Ministry 
Supervision 6:30 

14 15 16 

Kid Connection 

Potluck at Maple 
Grove Park 6 pm 

Consistory  

21 
Men at Peace 7 pm 

22 23 

28 29 30 

   

Senior High Mission Trip to Port Perry, Ontario, Canada  (July 2 , 7:45 a.m.—July 9, 6 p.m.) 


