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Search Update... 

As we enter February Search Team would 

like to thank the congregation keeping the 

search process in prayer, nothing is appre-

ciated more than knowing the people of 

Ferry are praying for this process! The most important 

part in this journey is that we eagerly seek the Lord in 

prayer. We need to lift up Ferry in our individual devo-

tions, at family meals, in our small group gatherings, 

and in worship services.  

The Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Philippians, re-

minds us:  4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiv-

ing, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of 

God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. What an 

encouraging, uplifting promise! So thank God for the 

things he has blessed Ferry with and ask that He guide 

us to His choice for our next Pastor. It’s been quite a 

journey already, and we’re excited to see where God 

will lead as we continue. So far, we have received and 

reviewed 8 new pastor profiles. 

Keep praying! 

Ferry Search Team. 
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Pastor Amy’s Perspective ~ 

Last week I went through my refrigerator, pulling out 

all the old salad dressings, mustard, and condiments-

some that were well past their expiration date.  We no 

longer used these things, they were simply in the 

fridge door, taking up space.  Yet I had gotten so used 

to them that I hardly even noticed them.  But I needed more 

space in the door and started to really look what was in there.  

 

Oddly enough, pouring expired tartar sauce down my kitchen 

drain reminded me of Lent- the season of spiritual “spring 

cleaning”.  The old, unnoticed ranch dressing cluttered up my 

fridge, hindering space for fresh, delightful new salad dress-

ings. Similarly, there can be unnoticed things that clutter up our 

spiritual lives, hindering a fresh, renewed walk with Christ.  

What has been hindering your walk with God and service to 

Him? Choose something and clear it out, replacing it with 

something better! For more on Lent, see page 4. 

 

In my case, I am a) restocking my fridge with Blue Cheese 

dressing and b) trying a new devotional book for Lent and do-

ing some Lent activities with my kids, like baking prayer pret-

zels (recipe on RCA website) and mealtime prayers that inten-

tionally include praying for others in need. 

  

How about our church? Lent is also a time to focus as a church 

on Christ’s sacrifice for us, and work on loving our neighbors-

those in the pew next to you, in your own families, and those 

we meet.  What is one way that you could love as Christ loved, 

loving another as yourself, and putting another’s needs ahead 

of your own? 

Pastor Amy  
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Interim Pastor 
 

What is an interim pastor? 

An interim pastor serves a church for a short time when that 

church does not have a senior pastor, and helps the congrega-

tion through transition. 

 

What will an interim do? 

An interim will preach regularly, plan worship, do some ad-

ministration, and work with the congregation to help draw 

them together. This person may also coordinate pastoral care.  

 

There will also be an opportunity for greater congregational 

input in the search process (possibly another survey, a dinner, 

or listening session-that isn’t worked out yet), and time to talk 

about who we are as a congregation, and where we sense God 

leading us in the next few years.  The interim will hopefully 

guide and facilitate congregational input. 

 

How long will an interim be here? 

Consistory recommends beginning with a 6 month contract, 

renewable until the next sr. pastor comes.  If a sr. pastor comes 

sooner than 6 months, the interim contract can be ended with a 

30 day notice. 

 

What will we be voting on at the congregational meeting 

Feb. 7? 

The congregation will be voting to give consistory permission 

to hire an interim minister. If the congregation votes “yes” on 

Feb. 7, the consistory will work to hire the person whose gifts 

best match our church’s needs. 

 

What if I have questions or concerns? 

Don’t keep them to yourself! Talk to an elder, deacon or pas-

tor. Clear communication will help us grow in trust and peace. 
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Pastoral Care Assistant Team 

I cringe just a little when I hear someone 

say, “we are vacant” right now.  Yes, I 

know that it means we are without a senior 

pastor and that all of those responsibilities 

now fall into the faithful and capable hands of others.  

Yet, I would dare say that Ferry is by no means 

“vacant”. One could more aptly describe us as being 

“present”.    

 

I am grateful to be part of this body of believers that is 

present in the lives of those who belong to the Ferry 

family.   The beauty of being part of this family is how 

we reach out and care for each other.   We hear count-

less stories from those we visit about all the things you 

at Ferry have done for them.  You are very much ap-

preciated. 

 

Since we began, Pastoral Care Teams have visited 8-

10 older Ferry family members (shut-ins) each month.   

The teams continue visiting the same individuals, oc-

casionally switching teams or adding new members.     

It is a time to share stories, build relationships and 

share our faith and our love for God.   At our last PCA 

(Pastoral Care Assistants) meeting we shared some of 

those stories and expressed how blessed we are as 

team members to be a part of the lives of our seniors.  

We pray that we may continue to be a blessing to 

them. 

 

Marilyn Vanden Heuvel 
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      Do you want to volunteer?  Contact: 
  

 Greeters:  Shelley Berson (893-6902) 

 Coffee Fellowship:  Gloria R. (894-9415) 

 Nursery:  Katie Bultema (894-0068) & 

      Lynn Ramthun (557-2942) 

 Sound:  Jeff Cherry (894-2163) 

 PowerPoint:  Gloria R. or Pastor Nick (894-9415) 

 Kids’ Kloset:  Gayle Strasser (760-9842) 

 Children’s Church:  Gina Houtteman  (894-4766) &  

            Mandie Johnson (231-828-5655) 

 Sunday School:  Pastor Amy (894-9415) 

Feb. 7    Communion 

Feb. 7    Congregational Meeting regarding  
     Interim pastor 

Feb. 13  Church family sledding party 

Feb. 10  Ash Wednesday (no service) 

Feb. 13  Sledding Party 

Feb. 14  No Sunday School, No Children’s Church 

Feb. 17  Pastor Amy is the Lenten Luncheon speaker  
     at Lebanon Lutheran Church (12 noon)  

Feb. 17  Consistory 

Feb. 21  Mission of the Month offering 

Feb. 22  Ferry Log deadline 
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The Power of Halloween Candy 

We have lots of fun at SOS, and we learn in 

equal measure.  (Sometimes it’s me who does 

the learning) 

This year I learned the power of a handful of 

candy.  Oh, I know this amounts to bribery, 

but hear me out.  “Who would like to share something 

you’ve read in scripture with the group?”  “Who would like 

to pray for a prayer request from last week’s meeting?”   

Coming to the front of the room, taking the microphone, and 

answering either of these two questions gets you a handful 

of candy—as much as one hand can hold! 

It’s not an easy thing to come to the front of the room.  Im-

agine yourself at the front of church and leading everyone in 

prayer on Sunday morning, or sharing a Bible verse and how 

it has impacted you.   Would a handful of candy motivate 

you?  (Now I’m thinking about offering this opportunity on 

a Sunday morning) 

I expected a few benefits from adding this into our Wed 

night meetings, but I want to share with you the surprises—

the things I didn’t expect.  I didn’t expect how well students 

would remember the prayers of their peers from the week 

prior.  I didn’t expect the sheer amount of prayer requests 

that they generate.  I didn’t expect some of the themes or 

names that we hear again and again.  Jeanne Flanders does a 

wonderful job leading our prayer time each week.  She’s be-

come practiced in it.  We’ve developed a habit!  Our stu-

dents expect and know how do to this now.  Handfuls of 

candy can develop positive prayer habits.  Who knew? 

We should be proud of our youth at Ferry.  I take note when 

they speak up during prayer time on Sunday morning.  I take 

note when their Wed. night requests sound like our corporate 

prayers during worship.  When I told Larry Huls that the 

kids prayed for him last Wednesday, he said, “go back and 

tell those kids that their prayers are working.”  It’s not just 

Larry, some of you reading this…they’ve prayed for you.   
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Just what is “Lent” anyway? 

Lent is the Christian season leading to Easter. It begins 
with Ash Wednesday, 40 days before Easter (not in-
cluding Sundays).  

‘Lent is a time of meditation and repentance, a time to 
examine our inner and outer spiritual life. The spirit of 
Lent is penitential and devotional. It is all about prepa-
ration—during the season of Lent we reflect on the 
road that Jesus walked leading up to his crucifixion. 

Three actions traditionally associated with Lent are pray-
er, fasting, and charitable giving. Jesus knew that his 
path led to the cross, yet he remained in conversation 
with his Father and continued to help those in need. 
He continued to live a life that was pleasing to God 
the Father. 

What does that mean for us? We should follow Jesus’ 
example and focus on prayer, Scripture, helping those 
in need, and social justice. During Lent, we should be 
preparing to die to ourselves as Christ died for us.’1 

What could you do for the next 40 days of Lent? 
Here are some ideas:  

 Read through a book (or books) of the Bible 

 Eat a simple meal once a week, and donate the 
money you would have spent to a hunger relief or-
ganization 

 Get creative in "giving up" something that distracts 
you from a daily walk with Jesus (social media, TV, 
or cynicism, gossip-replace with compassion or hope) 

 "Add" something—an act of kindness each day, or 
add 5 minutes of silence to each day 

 Spend 5 minutes each day educating yourself about 
persecuted Christians, and praying for them 

 Sign up to receive Lenten devotions (written or vid-
eo) through the RCA. You can find the sign up link 
at www.ferrychurch.org. 

 
1
https://rca.org/resources/lent-devotionals/lent-devotions ©2015 Reformed 

Church in America 
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What to do on Mid-Winter Break? 
 

Join us for sledding and chili on February 13  

from 2 pm-5 pm.  We'll meet at Hanson's 

Hill (the Whitehall sledding hill) and sled till 

we're hungry.  If you just want chili, come to 

church at 4:30 and eat with us.   

http://www.ferrychurch.org
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If we have missed 

your birthday or anniversary,  

please call Gloria in the church office  

(894-9415) or email: fmrchurch@charter.net  

and provide the missing information.   

   We would like to “recognize” your special date! 

15  Brooke Borgman 
17  Dennis Dahl 
17  Collin Mahan 
17  Lauren McGahan 
17  Jodi Neino 
17  Ike Nelson 
18  Deann Falkowski 
19  Elizabeth Cherry 
21  Char Breit 
21  Kathy Hector 
21  Julie Knoester 
24  Susan Kelly 
25  Braylyn Bultema 
25  Brayden Bultema 
28  Doris DeVries 

01  Joan Morgan 
02  Susan Tate 
04  Calvin Bowling 
05  Ross Falkowski 
05  Grady Hamann 
06  Kathy Oakes 
08  Gord Sikkenga 
09  Steve Sikkenga 
10  Ethan Schutter 
11  Greta Auch 
12  Mary Brower 
13  Debbie Falkowski 
13  Barb Magee 
13  Anna O’Neill 
14  Adam Falkowski 

Happy February Birthday! 

Celebrating Anniversaries! 
 
February 20:  Rich & Dianne Weesies 
February 22:  Don & Jeanne Rypma 
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February Volunteers! 

 NURSERY  
   07  Bill & Deb Schutter Jellema 

   14  Scott & Kathy Hector family 

   21  Matt & Lindsay DeRose family 

   28  Dawn & Isabelle Auch, Kaitlyn Hamann 
         

 BOARD  
   07  Jeff Cherry 

   14  Jeff Auch 

   21  Roger Grasman 

   28  Mark Grotenhuis 
 

 Children’s Church 
 07  Jeff & Renée Cherry family (Lesson 12) 

 14  No Children’s Church 

 21  Lindsay DeRose, Rachel Houtteman (Lesson 13) 

 28  Dan & Wanda Lownds family (Lesson 14) 

POWERPOINT  
07  Lizzy Cherry 

14  Ryan Springer 

21  Ann Jeffries 

28  Casey Lownds 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME - 
 

coffee preparers/servers  cookies/snacks providers 

07  Tony & Sue Moulds    07  Rachel Weesies 

14  Dan & Janice Proctor  14  Margaret Amstutz 

21  Gary & Sharon Ransom  21  Karen Bolema 

28  Carol Witzke   28  Brad & Susan Tate 

Rained out? Snowed in?   
If SEVERE weather causes us to 
cancel activities at Ferry Memorial, 
we will contact WZZM13 and 
WOOD-TV8 to list the cancellation 
on the air. 


