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Rained out? Snowed in?   
If severe weather causes us to 
cancel activities at Ferry Memorial, 
we will contact WZZM13 and 
WOOD-TV8 to list the cancellation 
on the air. 

Quiet Christmas service, December 17, 7 pm 
 

A simple Christmas service for those experiencing loss this sea-
son.  The Christmas season can be especially difficult if you 
have lost someone.  All around us is a focus on joy, festivities 
and a “Merry Christmas”.  Perhaps along with (or instead of) 
joy, you are feeling sadness, loneliness and grief.  A Quiet 
Christmas is a service that celebrates Christ’s coming, and also 
acknowledges sadness, and the brokenness we may feel.  And it 
is ok to have tears in church!  

What to expect? 

A smaller, shorter, quieter service with Scripture reading, 
songs, and a time to light a candle in remembrance of someone 
you are missing.  If you choose, you may share that person’s 
name. 

All are welcome to this service-if you have a friend who has 
lost someone, please invite them. 

If you have questions, talk to Pastor Nick. 
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This year is one of those years when events fall on days of the 
week that we may not be used too.  When that happens we of-
ten scramble to decide what we will do, since this is not what 
we did last year or the year before.  And we try hard to search 
our memories to recall what we did the last time this hap-
pened.   

If you haven't already looked ahead to see what I’m talking 
about, Christmas day this year falls on a Sunday.  And yes we 
are going to have our Sunday Morning Worship Service, as we 
do every week.  And yes we are still having two Christmas Eve 
Services.  Now before you go planning all the logistics of how 
that will fit into your family traditions and plans, I'm gonna ask 
you to push the pause button. 

Now, I want you to think back to the first time you broke with a 
long held practice and discovered something even more won-
derful.  I remember growing up and always having Little Deb-
bies.  I usually went with the oatmeal cream pies!  Then a 
friend of mine who was from a Hostess family gave me a rasp-
berry Zinger covered in coconut.  I didn’t know you could get 
cream filling, raspberry, and coconut all in one.  It opened my 
world up to new possibilities and made me wonder if I could 
ever be satisfied again with just an oatmeal cream pie.  

Okay. Okay.  So, I'm playing that up a bit.  But, I do know that 
having not grown up with a Christmas Eve Service as a kid, 
that once I experienced it, I didn't want to give it up.  And for 
my family it was always the 11 pm service.  I haven't missed an 
11 pm service in 25 years.  And yes we always had our kids 
go.  For me there is no greater experience than finishing the 
service that began the day before and as you leave you have 
shifted from the waiting for Christ to come to celebrating his 
arrival.  Plus as a bonus, since it was now officially Christmas 

(Continued on page 2) 

Traditions Change 
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day, we could go home and open presents, and then not have 
to deal with kids waking us up at 4 or 5 wanting to open them. 

In fact, most of my favorite services throughout the year are 
all the ones that I never experienced as a kid. I don't know if it 
was because I experienced them as an adult and saw them the 
first time with mature eyes, or if it was simply an experience 
of something new that captured the moment and filled it with 
Joy.  Just an aside, my favorite service of the year is Maundy 
Thursday. I'll say more about that come Lent.   

So, Christmas is coming soon and  here we are, in the midst of 
a culture: that celebrates spending money, but rarely has time 
for true giving; that celebrate ornaments and lights, but has no 
place for the light that came into the world; that wants all the 
celebration of a coronation, but doesn't want the true king in 
their life; that tells us family is the most important thing, but 
makes us too busy to be with them; that wonders why people 
are filled with hate, but tells us it has no place for the prince of 
peace. 

And if we do the same things we do every year, then following 
Christmas we will likely feel the same we do every year, but 
perhaps just not as deeply since we know the routine and are 
familiar with the journey.  But what if a new event or encoun-
ter caused you to pause and see and experience things in a new 
light, or in a way you had long forgotten how to feel.  Now I'm 
not promising that that will happen for you.  I'm just inviting 
you to take advantage of opportunity that this year presents to 
experience something new.   

If you're not sure about worship on Christmas, because you've 
never done it before, or because how will that impact the kids 
or grand kids coming home, perhaps a reminder to all that 
Christ is the reason for our celebration, and that going to wor-
ship him on the day of his birth is more glorious than any gift 
under the tree this year.  If you've never done a Christmas Eve 
service, then what are you waiting for?  We have two options 
for you.  And I'm bringing my own tradition from Christmas 
Eve, where a Historical/Biblical character visits to help tell the 
story of the coming messiah.  But that will only be at the 11 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Men at Peace 
 

Through group interaction and education, we find men like us 
who dare to try new skills.  We find we are not alone; there are 
male patterns of emotions and behaviors which we can uncover 
and change.  
 

Bring yourself; we will bring the coffee.   
 

Meeting December 1 & 15, 7 – 8:30 p.m. at Friendship House  
 

Questions? Contact Dan at 231-670-0972  
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Journey of Joy - 2016 
 

DATES AND TIMES ~ 
 
 

December 4 (Sunday): costume fittings 

       during fellowship time 

    2:00 p.m. – sets distributed 
 

 

December 5 - 7 (Monday—Wednesday):  set up/ building sets 

   7:00 p.m.―9:00 p.m. 
 

December 8 (Thursday): dress rehearsal    6:15 p.m. 
      costume fittings, if necessary 

 

December 10 (Saturday): participants: 

 arrive by 5:15 p.m. 

 ready by 5:30 p.m. 

 5:30 p.m. gathering in  

     sanctuary for prayer 

    Presentations:  6:00 p.m.―8:00 p.m. 

       followed by pizza supper 
 

December 11 (Sunday): participants: 

 arrive by 5:15 p.m. 

 ready by 5:30 p.m. 

 5:30 p.m. gathering in  

     sanctuary for prayer 

    Presentations:  6:00 p.m.―8:00 p.m. 

    Set take down:  9:00 p.m.? 
 

December 12 - 14 (Monday—Wednesday): set take down/ store 

       7:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

 

 

Questions? Please see Karl DeWitt 

 

Journey of Joy 
December 10 & 11, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 

an 8 scene presentation of the Christmas Story 

(with live animals) 
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pm service.  And perhaps you just want some time to withdraw 
from the commercial consumerism of the world, then maybe 
you might want to try a Quiet Christmas.  Maybe you're going 
through Christmas for the first time without someone, or the 
holidays just cause you to think of those not there, then you too 
may enjoy a Quiet Christmas.   

We know that you have so many places to be.  You have family 
you are longing to see.  But rather than just spend time by your 
tree, make time to spend time celebrating and worshiping the 
one who came into the world for you and me.  And maybe start 
a new tradition that brings blessing like you've never seen.   
 

         Pastor Leighton 

(Continued from page 2) 

Sundays: 
December 4 Sunday School Classes 
December 11 NO Nursery 
  NO Adult Sunday School Class 
  Congregational Meeting 10:30 am 
  Journey of Joy presentation  6 pm (also Dec. 10) 
December 18 Sunday School Classes 
December 25 NO Children’s Church 
  NO Sunday School  
Mondays: 
December 19 Senior Citizen Christmas Luncheon  12 noon 

Tuesdays: 
December 6 Bible Study 10 am 
  Prayer Shawl Group 1 pm 
December 13 Bible Study 10 am 
  Prayer Shawl Group 1 pm 
December 20 Consistory 
December 20 NO Prayer Shawl Group 
December 27  NO Bible Study 
  NO Prayer Shawl Group 
Wednesdays: 
December 21 & 28  NO Kid Connection, SOS, Sr. High 
Thursdays: 
December 15 Handbell practice  6:15 pm 
  Men at Peace  7 pm 
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Kids' Kloset Update 
 

GOOD NEWS—This year we are busier than ever. Thanks 

to some marketing efforts more families are hearing 

about us and seeking us out for kids clothing. We passed 

out flyers at the backpack giveaway in August and in-

cluded flyers in every Thanksgiving food basket that was 

distributed.  
 

NOT SO GOOD NEWS—We are completely out of options 

in some sizes and are running low in others.  
 

We will happily receive donations of new or gently used 

clothing for children newborn to  size 10. However, we 

are TRULY IN NEED of the following specific sizes and 

types of clothing and outerwear.  

BOYS:    GIRLS: 

PANTS—sizes 6, 7 & 10 PANTS—sizes 12 & 18 months 

    PANTS & TOPS—sizes 2T & 3T 

We need snow boots for boys and girls—SIZES 3,4,5,6. 

We need snow pants for boys and girls—SIZES 4-10. 

We need BOYS’ COATS size 18 months and sizes 8-10. 

We need GIRLS’ COATS sizes 8-10.  
 

We are in need of WATERPROOF MITTENS.  
 

As winter settles in and the snow begins to fall we want to 

be able to keep the kids of the White Lake area warm 

and dry.  

If you could take this insert and use it for reference when 

you are shopping or going through outgrown clothing in 

your house that would be great.  
 

Let's continue blessing our community with this ministry!!! 

THANKS for your ongoing support of Kids' Kloset. 
 

Holly VanderPlaats     Mary Pyper     Gayle Strasser 
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Advent-a time of waiting 
 
The smell of pine, trees strung in lights, theologi-
cally rich Advent and Christmas carols, the prom-
ise of snow in the air-it is Advent! Advent-a time 
of waiting, anticipating the coming of Christ at Christmas-and 
Christ’s second coming! 
 

Simple and sane ways to prepare our hearts for Christmas 
this Advent 
1. Family Conversation Starters 
Each Sunday during Advent, look for Family Conversation 
Starters in the bulletin.  These 2 or 3 questions help your kids/
family focus on God this Advent.  Dec. 4’s “Gift of Love” 
questions: How do you know that someone loves you? How do 
we know that God loves us? How can you share the love of 
God with someone this week? 
 

2. Advent calendars-remember these?  
Advent calendars help us to count down to Christmas and have 
a little door to open each day of Advent, often with a Scripture 
verse inside to read.  There are some free Advent calendars in 
Fellowship Hall for you to take home.   
 

3. Scripture bookmarks 
There is a bookmark with Scripture passages to read during 
each week of Advent relating to the week’s theme (Love, 
Hope, Peace).  If you don’t often read your Bible, or don’t 
know where to start reading it, pick up a bookmark and try it 
out during Advent! 

Stephen Ministry Christmas Party  
 
WHO:  ALL Stephen Ministers, past and present, and  
   their spouses/guests 
WHAT: It’s a Christmas Potluck! 
WHEN: Tuesday, December 13, 6:00 p.m.  
WHERE: at Phil & Mary Brower’s home    
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11  Jerry Brichan 

12  Emma Schutter 

15  Cecelia McGahan 

16  Dick Smies 

19  Jeff Near 

20  Lauren Weesies 

22  Logan Holman 

22  Holly VanderPlaats 

26  Diane Hedrick 

28  Brady Tate 

30  Elyse Fredenburg 

31  Sandra Pickett 

01  Rachael Fredenburg 

02  Anje Crow 

02  Scott Near 

04  Mary Grotenhuis 

04  Wanda Lownds 

04  Shirley Palmatter 

05  Gina Houtteman 

06  Lindsay DeRose 

06  Brendan Falkowski 

09  Carter Crow 

10  Jenna Schutter 

Happy December Birthday! 

December Wedding Anniversaries 

03  Roger & Joan Grasman 

19  Terry & Ruth Pecott 

21  Brad & Susan Tate 

22  Bill & Julie Knoester 

Video Sermons On Web! 

We have the sermon on video available on our website 

each week.  Go to www.ferrychurch.org to check it out! 

‘how-to’ information: 

There is a menu on the video in the upper left corner 

that will pull up all sermons in the sermon series.  So, you 

can select an older sermon. You can share them with 

the link in the upper right corner.  The lower right has op-

tions to turn on closed captioning, switch to full screen, 

play at a different speed, or play in YouTube.  
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December Volunteers! 

 NURSERY  
 04  Janice Proctor, Ann Beishuizen, Lizzy Cherry 

 11  NO Nursery (Journey of Joy scene) 

 18  Carissa & Randy Biggs, Amanda Johnson 

 25  NO Nursery  
           

 SOUND BOARD  
  04  Mark Grotenhuis 

  11  Jeff Cherry 

  18  Jeff Auch 

  24  Christmas Eve 

  25  Roger Grasman  

   
   

  Children’s Church 
04  Nick & Katie Bultema - lesson 1 

11  Pastor Amy, Dawn Auch - lesson 3 

18  Eric & Rachel Weesies family - lesson 4 

25  NO Children’s Church  

POWERPOINT  
04  Casey Lownds 

11  Lizzy Cherry 

18  Ryan Springer 

24  Ryan Springer 

25  Ann Jeffries 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME - 
 

coffee preparers/servers  cookies/snacks providers 

04  Mark & Diane Levandowski 04  Katie Bultema &   

      Donna Rypma 

11  Carol Witzke   11  Renée Cherry & 

      Chris DeRose 

18  Lois Brinks & Carol Brand-Twa 18   

25  Jeff & Dawn Auch   25  Bonnie Gouine &  

      Phyllis Zatzke 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

    

4   

 

2nd Sunday of  

Advent 

5 6   

Bible Study 10 am 

Prayer Shawl 1 pm 

 

7 

all events at 6 pm

Kid Connection

SOS 

11 Congregational 

Meeting 10:30 am 

Journey of Joy  

6 - 8 pm 

3rd Sunday of  

Advent 

12 13  

Bible Study 10 am 

Prayer Shawl 1 pm 

Stephen Ministry 
Christmas Party 

14 
all events at 6 pm
Kid Connection

SOS 

Sr. High 

18 

 

4th Sunday of  

Advent 

19    

Senior Citizen  

Christmas Lunch-

eon 12 noon 

20  

Bible Study 10 am 

 

Consistory 

21 

25  No Sunday 

School 
Christmas Day 

26 27 28 

Ferry Log - 7 

Mission of the Month 
♥ 

Christian Relief 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

    7 pm 

2 3      Our float in  

the Parade 

all events at 6 pm: 

Kid Connection 

8   Journey of Joy 

Dress rehearsal 
6:15 pm 

9 10  

Journey of Joy  

6 - 8 pm 

all events at 6 pm: 
Kid Connection 

 

15 Handbells  

     Practice  6:15 pm 

 
    7 pm 

16 17 

Quiet Christmas 7 pm 

22 23 24 Family Christmas 

6 pm 
 

Candlelight Service 

11 pm 

29 30 31 


